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PREFACE 


READER. 


Can very eafily phanſie,that many upon the 
very firſt fight of the Title, will preſent= 
ly imagine, that the Author does either 
want the great Tithes, lying under the 

preſſure of ſome pitiful Vicarage ; or that hs 
is much out of humonr, and diſſatisfied with 
the preſent condition of Afﬀairs ; or laſtly, 
that he'writes to no purpoſe at all, there ha- 
ving been abundance of unprofitable Adviſers 
in this kind. 

As to my being under ſome low Church 
Diſpenſation, you may know, [ write not out 
of a pinching neceſſity, or out of any rifing 
aefign; and you may pleaſe to believe, that 
although I have a moſt ſolemn reverence for 
the Clergy in general, and eſpecially for that 
of England ; ger, for my own part, 1 muſs 

pa confeſs 


The Preface ro the Reader. 
confeſs to you, I am not of that holy Employ- 
ment; and have as litth thought of being 
Dean or Biſhop, as they that think ſo, have 
hopes of being all Lord-keepers. 

Nor leſs miſtaken will they be, that ſhall 
judge me in the leaft diſcontented, or any 
ways diſpoſed to difturb the peace of the pre- 
ſent ſettled Church: For in good truth, I 
have neither loſt Kings nor Biſhops Lands, 
that ſhould incline me to a ſurly and quarrel- 
ſome complaining : As many be, who would 
have been glad enough to ſee His Majeſty 
reſtored, and would have endured Biſhops 
daintily well, had they loſt no Money by their © 
coming in. T am not, I'll aſſure you, any 
of thoſe occafional Writers, that miſſing Pre- 
ferment in th: Univerſity, can preſently write 
you their new ways of Education ; or being 4 
little tormented with an ill choſen Wife, ſet 
forth the Doftrine of Divorce to be truly E- 
wvangelical : the cauſe of theſe few ſheets was 
honeſt and innocent, and as free from all paſ- 
fron, as any defign. 

As for the -'q thing which I ſuppoſed ob- 
jected, viz. That this Book « altogether 
needleſs, there having been an infinite num- 
ber of Church and Clergy-Menders, that 
have made many tedious and unſucceſsful Of- 
fers : I muſt needs confeſs, that it were here 
unrea- 


The Preface to the Reader. 
unreaſonable for me to expect a better reward: 


Only thus much I think with Modeſty may be 
ſaid, that T cannot at preſent call to mind 
any thing that is propounded, but what is wve- 
ry hopeful, and eafily accompliſhed. For in- 
aeed, ſhould I go about to tell you, that a 
Child can never prove a profitable In- 
ſtruffor of th! People, unleſs born when the 
Sun z 72 Aries; or brouzht up in aSchool that 
ſtands full South ; that he can never be abl: 
to govern a Pariſh,unleſs h2 can ride the Great 
Horſe ; or that he can never go through the 
great Work of the Miniſtry, unleſs for three 
hundred years backward, it can be proved 
that none of his Family ever had Congh, 
Azgue, or Gray Hair ; then I ſhould very p- 
tiently endure, to be reckoned amongſt the 
vaineſt that ever mad: attempt. But believz 
me, Reader, I am not, as you will eahly ſee, 
any Contriver of an incorruptible and pure 
Cryſtalline Church ; or any Expedter of a 
Reizn of nothing but Saints and Worthies : 
But only an honeſt and hearty Wiſher, that 
the beſt of our Clergy might for ever con- 
tinu? as they are, Rich and Learned ; and 
that the reſt might be wery uſeful, and well 
efteemed of in their Profeſſion. 
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EF 1 
THE 
Grounds and Occasioxs 
OF THE 
CONTEMPT 
| OF THE 


CLERGY and RELIGION 


Enquired into, 


STIR, 
H A T ſhort Diſcourſe, which 


we lately had concerning the 


Clergy, continues ſo freſh in 

your mind, that I perceive, by 

your laſt, you are more than a little trou- 
bled to obſerve that Diſ-eſteem that lies 
upon ſeveral of thoſe ho'y Men. Your 
good wiſhes for the Church, I know, are 
very ſtrong and unfeigned, and your hopes 
of the World receiving much more advan- 
tage, and better advice, from ſome of the 
Clergy than uſually ir is found by Expe- 
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rience to do, are neither needleſs nor im- 
poſſible. And as I have always been a de- 
vout Admirer, as well as a {tridt Obſerver 
of your Actions ; ſo I have conſtantly ta- 
ken a great delight to concur with you in 
your very Thoughts. Whereupon it is, 
S7r, that I have ſpent ſome few hours up- 
on that which was the occaſion of your 
falt Letter, and the ſubject of our late Di- 
{courſe. And before, Szr, IT enter upon 
telling you what are my Apprehenſions; 
I mult heartily profeſs, that for my own 
part, I did never think, ſince at all I un- 
derſtood the Excellency and PerfeCtion of 
a Church, but that Ours now latelyReſto- 
red, as formerly Eſtabliſhed, does far out- 
0, as to all Chriſtian ends and purpoſes, 
cither the Pomp and Bravery of Rome her 
{elf, or the beſt of Free Spiritual States, 
Bur if ſo it be allowable where we have 
{o undoubtedly Learned and Honourable 
a Clergy, to {ſuppoſe that ſome of that ſa- 
cred Profeſſion, might poſſibly have at- 
rain'd to a greater degree of Eſteem and 
Uſefulneſs ro the World; then I hope 
what has thus long hindred ſo great and 
deſirable a Bleſſing to this Nation, may 
be modeſtly gueſsd at; either withour 
giving any wilful offence to the preſent 

| Church ; 


[9] 
Church; or any great tronble, 'dear Sy, 
to your. ſelf: And if I be not very much 
miſtaken, whatever has heretofore, or 
does at preſent leſſen the Value of our 


Clergy, or render it any degree leſs fer- 


viceable to the World than might be rea- 
ſonably hoped, may be eaſily referred to 
two very plain things; the /7znorance of 
ſome, and the Poverty of others of the 
Clergy. 

And firſt, as to the /znorance of ſome of 
our Clergy; if we would make a ſearch 
to purpoſe, we muſt go as deep as the 
very beginnings of Education; and, doubt- 
leſs, may lay a great parr of our Misfor- 
tunes to the old faſhioned Methods and 
Diſcipline of Schooling it ſelf : Upon the 
well ordering of which, although much of 
the Improvement of our Clergy cannot be 
denied mainly to depend ; yet by reaſon 
this is ſo well known to your ſelf, as alſo, 
that there has been many of undoubted 
Learning and Experience, that have {ct out 
their ſeveral Models for this purpoſe ; I 
ſhall therefore only mention ſuch loſs of 
time and abuſe of;youth,as is moſt remark- 
able and miſchievous, and as could not be 
conveniently omitted in a Diſcourſe of 
this nature, though never ſo ſhort. FR 
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And firſt of all, it were certainly worth 
the conſidering,whether it be unavoidably 
neceſſary to keep Lads to ſixteenor ſeven- - 
teen years of Ape, in pure ſlavery to a 
few Latin and Greek words 2 Or whether 
it may not be more convenient, eſpecially 
if we call to mind their natural Inclinati- 
ons to eaſe and idleneſs, and how hardly 
they are perſuaded of the excellency of 
the liberal Arrs and Sciences, any further 
than the ſmart of the laſt piece of Diſci- 
pline is freſh in their memories ; whether, 
I ſay, it be not more proper and beneficial, 
ro mix with thoſe unpleaſant Tasks and 
Drudgeries, ſomething that in probability 
might notonly take much better withthem, 


| but might alſo be much caſier obtained ? 


As {uppoſe, ſome part of time was al- 
lotted them for the reading of ſome inno- 
cent Engliſh Authors; where they need 
not go every line {o unwillingly to a tor- 
menting Dictionary ; and whereby they 
might come in a. Bi time to apprehend 
common ſence; and to begin to judge 
what 1s true: For you ſhall have Lads that 
are arch Knaves at the Nominative Caſe, 
and that have a notable quick Eye at ſpy- 
ing out the Verb, who for want of read- 
ing ſuch common and familiar Books, 


ſhall 


x8] 

ſhall underſtand no more of what is plain 
and caſte, than a well educated Dog or 
Horſe. Or ſuppoſe, they were taught (as 
they might much eaſier be than what is 
commonly offered to them) rhe Princi- 
ples of Arithmetick, Geometry, and {uch 
alluring parts of Learning : as theſe things 
undoubtedly would be much more ulc- 
ful, ſo much more delightful ro them, 
than to be rormented with a tedious Sto- 
ry how Phaeton broke his Neck ; or how 
many Nuts and Apples 7ytirus had for his 
Supper : For moſt certainly Youths, if 
handſomly dealt with, are much inclina+ 
ble to Emulation, and to a very uſeſul e- 
ſteem of Glory ; and more eſpecially if 
it be the Reward of Knowledge ; and 
therefore if ſuch things were carefully 
and diſcreetly propounded tro them , 
wherein they might not only carneſtly 
contend amongſt themſelves, but mighr 
alſo ſee how far they out-skil the reſt of 
| the World ; a Lad hereby would think 
himſelf high and mighty, and would ccr- 
tainly take great delight in contemning 
the next unlearned Mortal he meets with- 
al. Bur if inſtead hereof, you diet him 
with nothing bur Rules and Exceprions ; 
with tireſome Repetitions of Amo's and 

, auMw's 
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q | TuTw's ; ſetting a day alſo apart to recite 
tl | | verbatim all the $ane Har Task of the 
| | foregoing Week (which I am confident is 
= | uſually as dreadful as an old Parliament 
ix ' Faſt) we mult needs believe that ſuch a 
one, thus managed, will ſcarce think to 
prove immortal by ſuch performances and 
accompliſhments as theſe. You know ve- 
ry well, Sr, that Lads, in the general, 
have but a kind of ugly and odd concep- 
'| tion of Learning; and look upon it as 
bl ſuch a ſtarving thing, and unneceſſary 
| perfeQtion (eſpecially as it is uſually diſ- 
pens'd out unto them) that Nine-pins and 
Span-counter are judged much more hea- 
f venly Employments : And therefore what 
j pleaſure, do we think, can ſuch a one 
| take, in being bound to ger againſt break- 
faſt two or three hundred Rumblers out 
of Homer, in commendation of Achilles's 
F Toes, or the Greciar's Boots? Or to have 
i mcaſured out unto him, very early in the 
morning, fifrecen or twenty well laid on 
Laſhes, for letting a Syllable ſlip too {oon, 
i or hanging too long upon it ; Doubtlels, 
/ \ inſtant Execution upon {ſuch grand Mil- 
q carriages as theſe, will eternally engage 
| him to a moſt admirable opinion of the 
Muſes. 
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Lads, certainly, ought to be won by 
all poſſible Arts and Devices; and though 
many have invented fine Pitures and 
Games, to cheat them into the underta- 
king of unreaſonable burdens, yer this, 
by no means, is ſuch a laſting Temptarti- 
on, as the propounding of that, which 
in it ſelf is pleaſant and alluring : For we 
ſhall find very many, though of no ex- 
celling quickneſs, will ſoon perceive the 
deſign of the Landskip, and ſo looking 
through the Veil, will then begin to take 
as little delight in thoſe pretty Contri- 
vances, as in getting by heart three or four 
leaves of ungay'd Nonſence. 

Neither ſeems the Stratagem of Money 
to be ſo prevailing and catching, as 2 
down righr offering of ſuch Books which 
are ingenious and convenient ; there be- 
ing but very few ſo intolerably careful of 
their Bellies, as to look upon the hopes 
of a Cake, ora few Apples, to be a tut- 
ficient recompenle for cracking their Pares 
with a heap of independent words. 

I am nor ſenſible, that T have ſaid any 
thing in diſparagement of thoſe two fa- 
mous Tongues, the Greek and Latin, 
there being much reaſon to value them 


beyond others ; becauſe the beſt of hu- 
| | mate 


[ 14 ] 

mane Learning has been delivered unto 
us in thoſe Languages. Bur he that wor- 
ſhips rhem, purely out of honour to Rowe 
and Athens, having little or no reſpect to 
the uſefulneſs and excellency of rhe Books 
themſelves (as many do) it is a ſign he 
has a great eſteem and reverence of Anti- 
quity, but I think him by no means co- 
parable for happineſs to him who catches 
Frogs, or hunts Butterflies. 

Thar ſome Languages therefore ought 
ro be ſtudied, is in a manner abſolutely 
neceſſary, unleſs all were brought to one 
(which would be the happieſt rhing the 
World could wiſh for ; ) but whether the 
beginning of them, might not be more 
inſenſibly inſtilled, and more advantage- 
ouſly obtained, by reading philoſophical, 
as well as other ingenious Authors, than 
Fanua Linguarum's, crabbed Poems, and 
crol{s-grain'd Proſe ; as it hath been here- 
tofore by others, ſo it ought to be afreth 
conſidered by all well-wiſhers, cither to 
the Clergy or Learning. 

I know where it is the faſhion of ſome 
Schools to preſcribe a Lad, for his Even- 
ing refreſhment, out of Commenius, all 
the Terms of Art, belonging to Anatomy, 
Mathematicks, or {ome ſuch piece of Lear- 

nin 
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ning. Now, is it not a very _ thing 
that a Lad ſhould take moſt abſolute de- 
light in conquering ſuch a pleaſant 
Task, where, perhaps, he has rwo or 
three hundred words to keep in mind, 
with a very ſmall proportion of Sence 
thereunto belonging ; - whereas the uſe 
and full Meaning of all thoſe difficulr 
Terms, would have been molt in{enſibly 
obtained, by leiſurely reading in particu- 
lar this or the other Science ? Is it nor al- 
ſo likely to be very ſavory, and of com- 
fortable uſe to one, that can ſcarce diſtin- 
guiſh between Virtue and Vice, to be 
tasked with high and Moral Poem? For 
example, Ir is uſually ſaid, by thoſe rhar 
are intimately acquainted with him, that 
Homer's Iliads and Oayſſes contain myſti- 
cally all the Moral Law for certain, if not 
a great part of the Goſpe/ (1 ſuppoſe 
much after that rate that Rablars {aid his 
Garagantua contained all the Ten Com- 
mandments) but perceivable only to thoſe 
that have a Poerical diſcerning Spirit ; 
with which gift, I ſuppoſe few at School 
are ſo carly qualified. Thoſe admirablc 
Verſes, Sir, of yours both Engliſh and 
others, which you have ſometimes ta- 
voured me with a ſight of, will nor {uf- 
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mane Learning has been delivered unto 
us in thoſe Languages. Bur he that wor- 
ſhips them, purely out of honour to Rowe 
and Athens, having little or no reſpect to 


\ the uſefulneſs and excellency of rhe Books 


themſelves (as many do) it 1s a ſign he 
has a great eſteem and reverence of Anti- 
quity, but think him by no means cotr- 
parable for happineſs to him who catches 
Frogs, or hunts Butterflies. 

That ſome Languages therefore ought 
to be ſtudied, is in a manner abſolutely 
neceſſary, unleſs all were brought to one 
(which would be the happieſt thing the 
World could wiſh for ; ) but whether the 
beginning of them, might not be more 
inſenſibly inſtilled, and more advantage- 
ouſly obtained, by reading philoſophical, 
as well as other ingenious Authors, than 
Fanua Linguarum's, crabbed Poems, and 
crol{s-grain'd Proſe ; as it hath been here- 
tcofore by others, ſo it ought to be afreſh 
conſidered by all well-wiſhers, cither to 
the Clergy or Learning. 

I know where it is the faſhion of ſome 
Schools to preſcribe a Lad, for his Even- 
ing refreſhment, out of Commenius, all 
the Terms of Art, belonging to Anatomy, 
Mathematicks, or{ome ſuch piece of Lear- 

ning. 
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ning. Now, is it nota very likely thing 
that a Lad ſhould rake moſt abſolute de- 
light in conquering ſuch a pleaſant 
Task, where, perhaps, he has rwo or 
three hundred —_— to keep in mind, 
with a very {mall proportion of Sence 
thereunto belonging ; whereas the uſe 
and full Meaning of all thoſe difficulr 
Terms, would have been molt in{enſibly 
obtained, by leiſurely reading in particu- 
lar this or the other Science ? Is it nor al- 
ſo likely to be very ſavory, and of com- 
fortable ule to one, that can ſcarce diſtin- 
guiſh berween Virtue and Vice, to bc 
rasked with high and Moral Poem? For 
example, Ir is uſually ſaid, by thoſe rhat 
are intimately acquainted with him, that 
Homer's Iliads and Oadyſſes contain myſti- 
cally all the Moral Law for certain, if not 
a great part of the Goſpe/ (1 ſuppoſe 
much after that rate that Rablars {aid his 
Garagantua contained all the Ten Com- 
mandments) but perceivable only to thoſe 
that have a Poetical diſcerning Spirit ; 
with which gift, I ſuppoſe few at School 
are ſo early qualified. Thoſe admirablc 
Veries, Sir, of yours both Engliſh and 
others, which you have ſometimes ta- 
voured me with a ſight of, will nor {ut- 
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fer me to be fo ſottiſh, as to ſlight or 
undervalue ſo greatand noble an Accom- 
liſhment. Bur the committing of ſuch 
high and brave {enc'd Poems to a School- 
boy, whoſe main buſineſs is to {earch out 
cunningly the Antecedent and the Rela- 
tive, to lie at catch for a {pruce Phraſe, a 
Proverb, or a quaint and pithy Sentence, 
is not only to very little purpoſe, but 
that having gargled only thoſe elegant 
Books at School, this {erves them inſtead 
of reading them afterward, and does in 
a manner prevent their being further 
look'd into : So that all the Improve- 
ment, whatſoever it be, that may be 
reaped out of the beſt and choiceſt Poets, 
is for the moſt part utterly loſt ; in thar 
a time is uſually choſen of reading them, 
when Diſcretion 1s much wanting to gain 
thence any true Advantage. "Thus thar ad- 
mirable and highly uſeful piece of Morali- 
ty Tully's Offices, becauſe it is a Book com- 
monly conſtrued at School, is generally 
afterwards {ſo contemn'd by Academicks, 
that it is a long hours work to convince 
them, that it 15 worthy of being look'd 
into again, becauſe they reckon it as a 
Book read over at School, and no que- 

ſtion notably digeſted. 
It 
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If therefore the ill Methods of School- 
ing does not only occaſion a great loſs of 
time there, bur alſo does beget in Lads a 
very odd opinion and apprehenſton of 
Learning, and much diſpoles thera to be 
idle, when got a little free from the uſual 
Severities ; and that the hopes of more 
or leſs Improvernent in the Univerſities, 
very much depend hereupon, it 1s, with- 
out all doubr, rhe great Concernment of 
all that with well ro rhe Church, thar 4 
ſuch Care and Regard be had to the Mas Þ% 
nagemeht of Schools, that the Clergy be i. 
not ſo much obſtructed in their firlt At- | 
tempts and Preparations to Learning. 

I cannot, Sir, poſſibly be {o ignorant, 
as not to conſider, that what has been 
now offer'd upon this Argument, has not 
only been largely inſiſted on by others, 
bur alſo refers not particularly to the 
Clergy (whoſe Welfare and Eſteem I 
ſeem ar preſent in a ſpecial manner ſoli- 
citous about) but in general to all Lear- 
ned Profeſſions, and therefore might rea- 
ſonably have been omitted ; which cer- 
tainly I had done, had I nor calld to 
mind, that of thoſe many, that propound 
to themſelves Learning for a Profeſſion, 


there is ſcarce one of ten. but that his 
B L or. 
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Lot, Choice or Neceſlity, determines him 
to the Study of Divinity. 

Thus, Sir, I have given you my 
Thoughts concerning the Orders and 
Cuſtoms of Common Schools : a Confi- 
deration, in my apprehenſion, nor ſhghr- 
ly to be weighed ; being that ro me ſeems 
hereupon very much to depend the Lear- 
ning and Wiſdom of the Clergy, and the 
Proſperity of the Church. 

The next Unhappineſs, that ſeems to 
have hindred ſome of our Clergy from 
l arriving to that degree of Underſtan- 
ding, that becomes {uch an Holy Office, 
| whereby their Company and Diſcourſes 
might be much more than they common- 
ly are valued and defired, js, the in- 
conſiderate ſending of all kind of Lads 
to the Univerſities, let their Parts be ne- 
ver ſo low and pitiful, and the Inſtrudi- 
ons they have lain under never {o mean 
and contemptible , and the Purſes of 
their Friends never {o ſhort to maintain 
them there. If they have bur the Com- 
mencation of ſome lamentable and piti- 
ful Conftruing-Maſter, it paſſes for ſuf- 
| ficient evidence, that they will prove 
Perſons very eminent in the Church. 


That is to ſay, if a Lad has bur a _ 
| an 
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and well-bearing Memory ( this being 
the uſual and almoſt only thing where- 
by they judge of their Abilities) if he 
can fing over very tunably three or four 
Stanza's of Lilly's Poetry, be very quick 
and ready to tell what's Latin for all the 
Inſtruments belonging to his Father's 
Shop ; if preſently, upon the firſt ſcan- 
ning, he know a Spondee from a Dadyl:; 
and can fit a few of thoſe {ame withour 
any ſence to his fingers ends ; if laſtly, 
he can fay perfetly by heart his Acade- 
mick Catechiſm, in pure and paſling La- 
tin, 1.e What is his Name> Where went 
he to School > and What Author is he beſt 
and chiefly skilld in> A forward Boy, 
cries. the School-Maſter, a very preg- 
nant Child ! ren thouſand pities, but he 
ſhould be a Scholar : He proves a Cler- 
gy-man, I'll warrant you. Away to the 
Univerſity he muſt necds go; then for a 
lictle Logick, a litcle Erhicks, and, God 
knows, a very little of every thing elle, 
and the next time you -meet him 1s in 
the Pulpir. = 

Neither ought the Miſchief which a- 
riſes from ſmall Country Schools to pais 
unconſidered; the Little Governours 


whereof; having, for the moſt part, not 
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ſuck'd in above ſix or ſeven mouthfuls 
of Univerſity Air, muſt yet by all means 
ſuppoſe themſelves ſo notably furniſh'd 
nel all ſorts of Inſtructions, and are fo 
ambitious of the Glory of being counted 
able to ſend forth now and then to Ox- 
ford or Cambridge, from the little Houſe 
by the Church-yard's fide, one of their 
il-educated Diſciples, that to ſuch as 
theſe oft-times is committed the Gui- 
dance and Inſtruction of a whole Pariſh : 
whole Parts and Improvements duly con- 
ſidered, will ſcarce render them fit Go- 
vernours of a {mall Grammar-Caſtle. 
Not that it is neceſſary to believe, that 
there never was a Learned or Uſeful 
Perſon in the Church, but {uch whoſe 
Education had been at Weſtminſter or St. 
Paul's: But, whereas moſt of the {mall 
Schools, being, by their firſt Founders 
deſigned only for the Advantage of 
poor Pariſh-Children ; and alſo that the 
Stipend is uſually {o ſmall and diſcou- 
raging, that very few, who can do much 
more than teach to write and read, will 
accept of {ſuch Preferment ; for theſe to 
pretend to rig out their {mall ones for 
an Univerlity-Life, proves oft times a 
very great Inconyenience and Damage 
to the Church, Ana 


. 
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And as many ſuch diſmal things arc 
{ent forth thus with very ſmall Tackling, 
ſo not a few are predeſtinated rhither 
by their Friends, from the Fore-ſight of 
a good Benefice. If there bc 95. Pa- 
ſture, profitable Cuſtoms, and that er- 
7y the Eighth has taken out no Toll, 
the Holy Land is a very good Land, 
and affords abundance of Milk and Ho- 
ney : far be it from their Conſciences 
the conſidering whether the Lad is like- 
ly to be ſerviceable to the Church, or 
to make wiſer and better any of his Pa- 
riſhioners. 

Alf this may ſeem at firſt ſight to be 
eaſily avoided by a ſtrict Examination at 
the Univerſities, and ſo returning by the 
next Carrier all that was ſent up not fir 
for their purpoſe. But becauſe many of 
their Relations are oft-times of an infe- 
riour Condition ; and who cither by im- 
prudent Counſellors, or elſe out of a 
tickling conceit of their Sons being, 
forſooth, an Univerſity Scholar, haye 
purpoſely omitted all other opportunities 
of a Livelihood, to return {uch, would 
{cem a very ſharp'and ſevere Diſappoint- 
ment. Po{bbly ic might be much berrer it 
Parents them(clyes, or their Friends, would 


B 3 bg 


EY 

be mach more wary of determining their 
Children to the Trade of Learning. 
And if {ome of undoubted Knowledge 
and Judgment, would offer their Advice, 
and ſpeak their hopes of a Lad about 
thirteen or fourteen years of Age (which 
FI affure you, Sir, may be done with- 
out Conjuring:) and never omit to en- 
quire, whether his Relations are able 
and willing to maintain him ſeven years 
at the Univerſity, or ſee ſome certain 
way of being continued there {ſo long, 
by the Help of Friends or others ; as 
alſo upon no ſuch conditions, as ſhall 
in likelihood deprive him of the great- 
elt part of his Studies. | 

For it 1s a Common Faſhion of a 
great many, to complement and invite 
inferiour People's Children to the Uni- 
verſity, and there pretend to make fuch 
an all-bountiful Proviſion for them, as 
they ſhall not fail of coming 1o a very 
Eminent Degree of Lcarning : But when 
they come there, they ſhall ſave a Ser- 
vants Wages. They took therefore 
heretofore a very good Method to pre- 
vent Sizars over-heating their Brains : 
Bed-making , Chamber-{weeping , and 
Water-fetching, were, doubtleſs, great 
Preſcr- 
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Preſervatives againſt roo much vain Phi 
lolophy. Now certainly {uch Preten- 
ded Favours and Kindneiles as theſe, are 
the moſt downright Diſcourteſics in the 
World. For it is ten times morc happy, 
both for a Lad and the Church, ro be 
a Corn-cutter, or a Tooth-drawer, to 
make or mend Shoes, or be of any in- 
feriour Profeilion, than to be invited to, 
and promiſed the Convenicncies of a 
Learned Education, and to haye his 
Name only ſtand airing upon the Col- 
lege Tables, and his chief Buſineſs ſhall 
be to buy Eggs and Butter. 

Neither ought Lads Parts, before they 
be determined to the Univerſity, be on- 
ly conſidered, and likelyhood of nor 
being diſappointed in their Studies, bur 
alſo Abilities or Hopes of being main- 
tained until they be Mailers of Arts. 
For whereas two hundred, for the moſt 
part, yearly Commence, ſcarce the fifth 
part of theſe continue after rheir raking 
the firſt Degree, As for the reſt, ha- 
ving exactly Learned, 2nid eff Logica * 
and Qnot ſunt Virtutss Moral:s? down 
they go by the firſt Carrier, upon the 
top of the Pack, into the Welt or 
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Eſtates lie, with Burgerſdecius, Euftachius, 
and ſuch great helps of Divinity; and 
then for the Propagation of the Goſpel. 
By that time they can ſay the Predica- 
ments and Cyeed, they have their choice 
of Preaching or Starving. Now, what 
a Champion for Truth is ſuch a thing 
likely to be 2 What an huge Blaze he 
makes in the Church 2 Whar a Raiſer of 
Doctrines 2 What a Confounder of He- 
reſies > What an Able Interpreter of 
Hard Places 2 What a Reſolver of Caſes 
of Conſcience ? and What a Prudent 
Guide muſt he needs be to all his Pa» 
riſh ? | 

You may poſſibly think, $7#, that 
this ſo carly Preaching might be eaſily 
avoided by with-holding Holy Orders, 
the Church having very prudently con- 
ſticured in her Canons, 'That none un- 
der. Twenty three years of Age (which 
is the uſual Age after ſeven years being 
at the Univerſity) ſhould be admitted 
to that Great Employment. | 

This indeed might ſeem to do ſome 
Service, were it carcfully obſerved ; and 
were there not a thing to be got, cal- 
ſed a Diſpenſation, which will preſently 
make you as old as you pleaſe. 
| But 
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But if you will, $:r, we'll ſuppoſe 
that Orders were ſtrictly denied to all, 
unleſs qualified according to Canon. | 
cannot foreſee any other Remedy, bur 
that moſt of thoſe Univerſity Youngſters 
muſt fall ro the Pariſh, and become a 
Town Charge, until they be of Spiritual 
Age. For Philoſophy is a very idle thing, 
when one is cold: And a {mall Syſtem 
of Divinity (though it be Wolleb;us him- 
ſelf) is not ſufficient when one is hun- 
gry. What then ſhall we do with them, 
and where ſhall we diſpoſe of them un- 
cil they come to an Holy Ripeneſs 2 May 
we venture them into the Desk to read 
Service 2 That cannot be, becauſe not 
capable : Beſides, the Tempting Pulpit 
uſually ſtands roo near. Or, ſhall we 
truſt them in ſome good Gentlemens 
Houſes, there to perform Holy things ? 
With all my heart; ſo that rhey may 
not be called down from their Studies 
to ſay Grace to every Health : That 
they may have a little better Wages 
than the Cook or Butler : As alſo that 
there be a Groom in the Houſe, befides 
the Chaplain : ( For ſometimes to the 
Ten Pounds a Year, they crowd the 
jooking after a couple ot Geldings 2 

An 
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And that he may not be ſent from 'Ta- 
ble, picking his Teeth, and fighing with 
his Hat under his Arm, whilft the Xnzght 
and my Lady cat up the Tarts and Chic- 
kens: It may be alſo convenient, if he 
were ſuffered to ſpeak now and then in 
the Parlour, beſides at Grace and Pray- 
er time: And. that my Couſin A%zail 
and he fit not too near one another at 
Meals: Nor be preſented together to 
the little Vicarage. All this, Sir, muit 
be thought of : For in good earneſt, a 
Perſon ar all thoughtful of himſelf and 
Conſcience, had much better chuſe to 
live with nothing but Beans and Peaſc- 
pottage ({o that he may have the com- 
mand of his Thoughts and Time) than 
to have his ſecond and third Courſes , 
and to obey the unreaſonable Humours 
of {ſome Families. 

And, as {ome think, two or three 
Ycars Continuance in the Univerlity, 
to be time ſufficient for being very great 
Inſtruments in the Church ; {o others 
we have fo moderate, as to count 
that a folemn Admiſſion, and a for- 
mal paying of College Detriments , 
without the Trouble of Philoſophical 
Diſcourſes, Diſpurations, and the like, 

arc 
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are Virtues that will influence as far 
as Newcaſtle, and improve though ar 
never ſo great a diſtance. 

So ſtrangely poſſeflied arc People, in 
general , with the Eaſineſs and ſmall 
Preparations that. are requiſite tro the 
Undertaking of the Miniſtry, thar , 
whercas in other Profeſſions they plain- 
ly fee what conſiderable time is {pent, 
before they have any Hopes to arrive to 
Skill enough to praQtiſc, with any con- 
fidence , what they have deſigned ; yet 
to preach to ordinary Pcople, and go- 
vern a Country-Pariſh, is uſually judg'd 
{uch an cafie Performance, that any Bo- 
dy counts himſelf fir for the Employ- 
ment. We find very few ſo unrealona- 
bly confident of their own Parts, as to 
profeſs either Law or Phyfck, without 
either a conſiderable Continuance in 
{ome of the 7ans of Court, or an indu- 
ſtrious Scarch intro Herbs, Anatomy , 
Chymiſtry, and the like ; unleſs ir be 
only to make a Bond, or give a Cly- 
ſter. Bur, as for the Knack of Preach- 
ing, as they call it, that is ſuch a ve- 
ry Eaſie Attainment, that he is counte.! 
dull to purpoſe that is not able at a vc- 
ry ſmall Warning, to faſten upon any 
| Text 
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Text of Scripture ; and to tear and 
tumble it till the Glaſs be out. Many, 
I know very well, are forced to diſ{- 
continue, having neither Stock of their 
own, nor Friends to maintain them in 
the Univerſity. But whereas a Man's 
Profeſſion and Employment in this 
World, is very much in his own, or in 
the Choice of ſuch who are moſt nearly 
concerned for him : He therefore that 
foreſees that he is not likely to have 
the Advantage of a continued Equcati- 
on, he had much better Commit him- 
ſelf ro an approved of Cobler or Tinker, 
wherein he may be duly reſpeRed accar- 
ding to his Office and Condition of Life, 
than to be only a diſ-eſteemed Pettifog- 
ger or Emperick in Divinity. 

By this time, Sir, I hope you begin to 
conſider , what a great Diſadvantage it 
has been to the Church and Religion, 
the meer Venturous and inconſiderate 
Determining of Youths to the Profeſſion 
of Learning. 

There 1s {till one thing by a very few 
at all minded , that ought alſo not ta 
be over-looked; and that is a good 
Conſtitution and Health of Body. And 
therefore diſcreet and wiſe Phyſicians 
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ought alſo te be conſulted, before an ab- 
{olure Reſolve be made to live the Life 
of the Learned. For he that has Strength 
enough to buy and bargain, may be of a 
very unfit Habit of Body to fir ſtill fo 
much, as, in general, is requiſite to a 
Competent Degree of Learning : For 
although Reading and Thinking break 
neither neither Legs nor Arms, yet cer- 
tainly rhere is nothing that fo flags 
the Spirits, diſorders the Blood, and 
enfeebles the whole Body of Man, as 
as intenſe Studies. As for him that 
rives Blocks, or carries Packs, there is 
no great Expence of Parts, no Anxiety 
of Mind, no great intelleftual Penfive- 
neſs : Let him but wipe his Forehead, 
and he is perfealy recovered. But he 
that has many Languages to remember ; 
the Nature almoſt of the whole World to 
conſult; many Hiſtories, Fathers, and 
Councils to Carch into ; if the Fabrick 
of his Body be not Strong and Health- 
ful, you will ſoon find him as thin as 
Metaphyficks, and look as piercing as 
School Snbtilty. This, Sir, could nor be 
conveniently omitted ; not only, be- 
cauſe many are very Careleſs of this 
Point, and at a venturs derarmine tneir - 
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Young Rejations to Learning ; bur be- 
cauſe, for the moſt part, if amon 
maay, there þe but one of all the Fami- 
!y that 1s Weak and Sickly, that is Lan- 
guiſhing and Conſumptive, this of all 
the reſt, as counted not fit for any 
Couric Employment, thall be pick'd out 
as a Choice Veſlcl for the Church : 
Whereas, moſt evidently, he is muck 
more able to dig daily in the Mines, 
than to fit croſs-legg'd Muſing upon his 
Book. 

I am very ſenſible how obyious it 
might be here to hint, That this, fo 
Curious and Severe Inquiry, would 
much hinder the Practice, and abate 
the Flouriſhing of rhe Univerfitics : As 
allo, there has been ſeveral, and are 
{till many Living Creatures in the World, 
who, whilſt Young, were of a very 
Slow and Meck Apprehenſion, have yer 
afterwards Cheared up into a Great 
Briskneſs, and became Maſters of much 
Realon: And others there have been, 
who, although forced tro a ſhort Conti- 
nuance in the Univerſity, and that oft- 
timcs interrupted by unavoidable Servi- 
ces, have yet, by a ſingular Care and 
Induſtry, proved very Famous in their 

 Gene- 
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Generation : and laſtly, ſome alſo cf 
very Feeble and Craſite Conſtitutions 
in their Childhood , have out-ſtudied 
their Diſtempers, and have become ve- 
ry Healthful, and Serviccable ro the 
Church. 

As for the Flouriſhing, Sir, of the 
Univerſities ; what has been before ſaid, 
aims not, 1n the leaſt, ar Gentlemen, 
whoſe Coming thither is chiefly for the 
Hopes of Single Improvement, and 
whoſe Eſtates do free them from the 
Neceſlity of making a Gain of Arts 
and Sciences; bur only at ſuch as 1n- 
tend to make Learning their Profeſſion, 
as well as Accompliſhment : So that our 
Schools may be {till as full of Flouriſh- 
ings, of Fine Cloaths, Rich Gowns, 
and Future Benefactors, as ever. And 
ſuppoſe we do imagine, as it is not ne- 
ceflary we ſhould, that the Number 
ſhould be a little lefſen'd ; this ſurely 
will not abate rhe true Splendour of 
an Univerlity, in any Man's Opinion, 
but his, who reckons the Flouriſhing 
thereof, rather from the Multitude of 
meer Gowns, than from the Ingenuity 
and Learning of thoſe that wear them ; 
no more than we have reaſon to _ 

the 
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i the flouriſhing of the Church, from thar 
vaſt number of People that crowd into 
Wit Holy Orders , rather than from thoſe 
'þ learned and uſeful Perſons, that defend 
Pop her Truths and manifeſt her Ways. 

Hit Bur, I ſay, I do not ſee any perfeRt 
Ou Neceſſity, that our Schools ſhould here- 
Hyt upon be thinn'd and leſs frequented ; 
4: having ſaid nothing againft the Multi- 
it. tude, bur the Indifcreet Choice. If 
{rh therefore, inſtead of ſuch either of In- 
vey feriour Parts, or a Feeble Conſtitution, 
I; or of Unable Friends, there were pick'd 
[i out thoſe that were of a tolerable Inge- 
nuity, of a Study-bearing Body , and 
TL had good Hopes of being continued ; 
(He as hence there is nothing to hinder our 
ns Univerſities from being full, ſo like- 
| wiſe from being of great Credit and 
By Learning. 

lt Not to deny then, but that now and 
ig then there has been a Lad of very Sub- 
miſſive Parts, and perhaps no great 
ſhare of time allowed him for his Stu- 
dies, who hath proved, beyond all Ex- 
pectation , Brave and Glorious: Yet, 
ſurely, we are not to over-reckon this 
ſo rare a hit, as to think that one 


F fuch proving Lad ſhould make Recom- 
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penſe and Satisfaftion for thole many 
Weak ones ( as the Common People 
love to phraſe them) thar are in the 
Church. And that no Care ought to 
be taken, no Choice made, no Main- 
renance provided or confidered, be- 
cauſe now and then in an Age, one 
miraculouſly, beyond all Hopes, proves 
Learned aud Uſeful, is a Pradtice , 
whereby never greater Miſchiefs and 
Diſ-eſteem has been brought upon the 
Clergy. 

I have in ſhort, Sir, run over what 
ſeemed to me the firſt Occaſions of 
that ſmall Learning, that 1s to be found 
amongſt ſome of the Clergy. I ſhall 
now paſs from Schooling to the Uni- 
yerſities. 

I am not ſo unmindful of that Devo- 
tion which I ow to thoſe Places, nor of 
that great Eſteem I profeſs to have of 
the Guides and Governours thereof, as 
to go about to preſcribe new Forms 
and Schemes of Education, where Wiſ- 
dom has laid her Top-ſtone. Neither 
ſhall T here examine which Philoſophy 
the Old or New, makes the beſt Ser- 


mons : It is hard to fay that Exhor- 
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I06 rations can be to no purpoſe, if the 
ils Preacher believes that the Earth turns 
Me round : Or, that his Reproofs can take 
ip, no cflet, unleſs he will ſuppoſe a YVacu- 
ile um. There have been good Sermons, 
Hh no queſtion, made in the days of Mate- 
ſay. ria Prima and Occult Qualities : and there 
Th are doubtleſs, ſtill good Diſcourſes now 
ih under the Reign of Atoms. 

the, There are but two things wherein I 


count the Clergy chiefly concerned (as 
ro Univerſity Improvements) that at 


by preſent I ſhall venture to make Inquiry 
ay into. | 
ny And the firſt is this, Whether or no | 
* it were not highly uſeful ( eſpecially : 
1:4. for the Clergy, who are {uppoſed to 
[4 ſpeak Enzliſh to the People) that ZEn- ? 


liſh Exerciſes were impoſed upon Lads, 
if not in Publick Schools, yer at leaſt 
privately. Not, bur that I am abun- 
dantly fatisficd that Latin, O Latin /! tis 
the all in all, and the very cream of 
1 the Jeſt : As alſo, that Oratory is the 
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br ſame in all Languages : The ſame Rules 

lis. being obſerved, the ſame Method, the 

if {ame Argumentz, and Arts of Perſua- | 
it ſion ; But yer it ſeems ſomewhat beyond * 
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the reach of ordinary Youth, ſo to ap- 
prehend thoſe general Laws, as to make 
a juſt and allowable Uſe of them in all 


| Languages, unleſs exerciſed particularly 


in them. Now, we know, the Lan- 
guage that the very Learned part of 
this Navion mult rruſt to live by, unleſs 
it be t@. make a Bond or. preſcribe a 
Purge (which poſſibly may not oblige 
or work ſo well in any other Lan- 
guage as Latin) is the Engliſh. And 
after a Lad has taken his leave of Ma- 
dam Univerſity, God bleſs him, he is 
not likely to deal afterward with much 
Latin; unleſs it be to chequer a Ser- 
mon, or to ſay a Salvato to {ome travyel- 
ling Dominatio Yeſlra., Neither is it 
enough to ſay, that. the Fzzliſh is the 
Language with which we are {waddled 
and rock'd aſleep, and therefore there 
needs none of this Artificial and Super- 
added Care. For there be thoſe that 
ſpeak very well, plainly, and to the 
purpoſe, and yet write moſt Pernicious 
and Phantaſtical Stuft : Thinking , that 
whatſoever is Written muſt be more than 
ordinary, muſt be beyond the Guile of 
Common Speech, muſt favour of Rea- 
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ding and Learning, though it be alto- 
gether Needleſs, and perfetly Ridi- 
cu'ous. 

Neither ought we to ſuppoſe it ſuff- 
cient, that Enzlifh Books be frequent- 
ly read, becauſe there be of all ſorts 
good and bad (and the worlt are like- 
ly to be admired by Youth more than 
the beſt) unleſs Exerciſes be required 
of Lads, whereby it may be gueſſed 
whar their Judgment is, where they may 
be miſtaken, and what Authors they 
© 4 nag to themſelves for Imitation. 

or by this means they may be corre- 
ed and adviſed carly, according as 
occaſion ſhall require : Which if nor 
done, their ill Stile will be {o confir- 
med, and their Improprieties of Speech 
will become ſo natural, that it will be 
a very hard matter to {tir or alter 
their Faſhion of Writing. It is very 
curious to obſerye, what delicate Let- 
ters your Young Students write after 
they have got a little Smack of Uni- 
verſity Learning | In what Elaborate 
Heights and Tolling Nonſenſe will they 
greet a down-right Engliſh Father, or a 
Country Friend! If there be a plain 
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Word in it , and ſuch as is uſed ar 
home,. this taſtes not, ſay they, of E- 
ducation amongſt Philoſophers, and it 
1s counted damnable Duncery and want 
of Phanſie: becanſe, Tour Loving 
Friend, or Humble: Servant, 1s a com- 
mon Phraſe in Country-Letters ; there- 
fore the Young Epiſtler is Tours to the 
Antipodes, or art leaſt to the Centre of 
the Earth; and becauſe Ordinary Folks 
Love and Reſpect you , therefore you 
are to him the Pol? Star, a Facob's 
Staff, a Load-Stone, and a Damask 
Roſe. -- 
And the Miſery of it is, this perni- 
cious accuſtomed way of Expreſſion, 
does not only ofti-times go along with 
them to their Benefice, but accom- 
panies them to the very Grave : 
And for the moſt part an Ordinary 
Cheeſ-monger, or Plumt-Seller, that ſcarce 
ever heard of an Uniyerlity, ſhall write 
much better Senſe, and more to the 
purpoſe than theſe young Philoſophers, 
who injudiciouſly hunting only for great 
Words, make themſelyes learnedly ri- 
diculous. 
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Neither can it be eaſily apprehended, 
how the uſe of Ezzliſh Exerciſes ſhould 
any ways hinder the Improvement in 
the Latin Tongue ; but rather be much 
to its Advantage: And this may be 
calily believed, conſidering what dainty 
Stuff is uſually produced for a Latin 
Entertainment. Chicken-broth is not 
thinner than that which is commonly 
offered for a piece of moſt pleading 
and convincing Senſe. For, I'll but 
ſuppoſe an Academick Youngſler to be 
put upon a Latia Oration : Away he 
goes preſently to his Magazine of col- 
leted Phraſes; he picks out all the 
Glittzrinzs he can find ; he hales in all 
Preverts, Flowers, Poctical Snaps, Tales 
out of the Dictionary, or elſe ready La- 
tind to his hand out of Licoſthenes - 
This done, he comes to the end of the 
Table, and having made a ſubmiſlive 
Les, and a little admird the Number 
and underſtanding Countenances of his 
Auditors ( let the Subjet be what it 
will ) he falls preſently into a moſt /4- 
mentalls Complaint of his Inſufficiency and 
Teruity : That he, poor thing, hath ns ac- 
quaintance with z&ove 4 Maſe and a half; 

and 
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and that hs never drunk abov? fize q. of 


Helicon, and you have put him h:r2 npon 


ſuch a Task (perhaps the buſineſs is on- 


ly, which is the nobleſt Creature a Flea 
or a Louſe ) that would much better fit 
ſome old Soker at Parnaſſus, than His fip- 
ping unexperienced Bilberſhip. Alas, poor 
Child | he i ſorry at th: w2ry ſoul that he 
has no better Speech, and wonders in his 
heart that you will loſs ſo mmch tim? as 
to hiar him: For he? has nrither Squibs 
nor Fire-works, Stars nor Glories ; the 


curs d Carrier loſt his beſt Book of Phra- 


ſes and the malicious Mic: and Rats eat 


up all his Pearls and Gold:n Sentences. 
Then he rickles over a little the Skirts 
of the Buſineſs: By and by for a Simi- 
lirude from the Sz or M97, or if they be 
not at leiſure from the Grey-ey'd Morn, a 
ſhady Grove,or a purliz7 Stream: This done, 
he tells you that Barnaby-bright world be 
much too ſhort for him to tell you all that hz 
could ſay : and ſo, fearing heſhould breat 
the thread of your Patiznce, he concludes. 
Now, it ſeems, . Sir, very probable, 
that if Lads did bur firſt of all deter- 
mine in Engliſh, what they intend to 
lay in Zatiy, they would of themſelves 
C 4 {oon 
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| 4o ] 
ſoon diſcern the Triflingneſs of ſuch A- 
pologies, the pitifulnels of their Mat- 
ter, and the Impertinency, of their Tales 
and Phanſtcs, and would, according to 
their Subject, Ape, and Parts, offer that 
which would be much more manly , 
and tolerable Senſe. And if I may tell 
you, Sir, what I really think, moſt of 
that Ridiculouſneſs, phantaſtical Phra- 
{es, harſh, and ſometimes blaſphemous 
Metaphors, abundantly foppiſh Simili- 
rudes, childiſh and empry Tranſitions, 
and the like, {o commonly nttered our 
of Pulpits, and fo fatally redounding to 
the Diſcredit of the Clergy, may, in a 
reat meaſure, be charged upon the 
want of that which we have here {o much 
contended for. 
The ſecond Enquiry that may be 
ade, 18 this, Whether or no Punning, 
Quibling, and that which they call 
Joquing, and {uch other Delicacies of 
Wir, highly admired in ſome Academick 
Exerciſes, might not be very conve- 
niently omitted > For one may deſire 
bur to know this one thing : In what 
profeſſion ſhall that ſort of Wir prove 
of Advantage 2 As for Law, where no- 
| thing 
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thing bur the moſt reaching Subrilty, {+580 
and rhe cloſeſt Arguing is allowed of, 
it is not to be imagined, that blending 
now and then a piece of a dry Verle, 
and wreathing here and there an old 
Latin Saying into a Diſmal Jingle, 
ſhould give Title tro an Eſtate, or 
clear out an obſcure Evidence, And as 
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"7 little ſerviceable can it be to Phyjct, WE 
| which is made up of ſevere Rcalon , 1 
| and well tryed Experiments. And as 4 
for Divinity, in this place I ſhall ſay no Fy. 
more, but that thoſe uſually that have | j 


been Rope-dancers in the Schools, oft- 
times prove Fack-puddings in the Pulpit. 
For he that in his Youth has allowed 
{ Himlſelf this Liberty of Academick Wat, 
7 by this means he has uſually ſo thinn'd 
* this Judgment, becomes {o prejudiced a- 
! gainſt ſober Sence, and {o altogether 
7 diſpoſed to Trifling and Jingling : that 
ſo ſoon as he gets hold of a Text, he 
preſently thinks that he has catch'd one 
of his old School-queſtions ; and fo falls 
a flinging it out of one hand into ano- ww 
| ther, roſſing it this way and that ; lets F 
I it run a little upon the Line, then 7a- 
| putts, High Jingo, come again; here LS 
catching 
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catching at a Word, there lie nibling and 
ſucking at an ana, a by, a quis or a quid, a 


fic anda ficut ; and thus minces the Text 


ſo ſmall, that his Pariſhioners, until he 
rendezvouze it again, can ſcarce tell 
what's become of ir. 

But, ſhall we debar Youth of {ſuch 
an Innocent and Harmleſs Recreation, 
of ſuch a great Quickner of Parts, and 
Promoter of Sagacity ? As for the firſt, 
its Innocency of being allowed of for a 
time, I am ſo far from that perſuaſion, 
that from what has been beforc hinted, 
I count it perfectly contagious, and as 
a thing that for the moſt part infes 
the whole Life, and influences upon 
moſt Actions. For he that finds him- 
{elf to have the right Knack of letting 
oft a Joque, and of pleaſing the Hum- 
ſters, he is not only very hardly brought 
off from admiring thoſe  goodly Ap- 
plauſes, and heavenly Shouts, bur ir is 
ten to one if he directs not the whole 
bent of his Studies to ſuch idle and 
contemptible Books, as ſhall only fur- 
niſh him with Materials for a Laugh, 
and ſo neglects all that ſhould inform 
his Judgment and Reaſon, and _ 
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him a Man of Uſe and Reputation in 
the World. And as for the pretence of 
making People ſagacious and peſtilently 
Witty : I ſhall only deſire that the Na- 
ture of that kind of Wit may be conſi- 
dered, which will be found to depend 
upon ſome ſuch Fooleries as theſe: As 
firſt of all, the lucky Ambiguity cf ſome 
Word or Sentence. Oh !| what a Happi- 
neſs isit, and how much does a Young- 
ſter count himſelf beholden to the Stars, 
that ſhould help him to ſuch a raking 
Jeſt? And whereas there be ſo many 
thouſand Words in the world, and thar 
he ſhould luck upon the right one, that 
was ſo very much tro his purpoſe, and 
that at the Exploſion made ſuch a 
goodly Report 2 Or elſe they rake Lil- 
ly's Grammar ; and if they can bur find 
rwo or three Letters of any Name in 
any of the Rules or Examples of thar 
good Man's Works, it is as very a 
piece of Wit, as any has paſs'd in 
Town ſince the Xing came in. Oh! 
how the Freſh-men will skip to hear 
one of thoſe Lines well laugh'd at, that 
they have been ſo often yerk'd for ? 
It 1s true, ſuch things as theſe go for 
Wit 
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Wit ſo long as they continue in La- 
tin; but what diſmally ſhrimp'd things 
would they appear, if turn'd into En- 
gliſh. And if we ſearch into what was 
or might be pretended , we ſhall find 
the Advantages of Latiz-Wit to be very 
{mall and ſlender, when it comes into 
the World. I mean not only amongſt 
ſtrict Philoſophers and Men of meer 
Notions, or amongſt all-damning and 
illiterate Fe&ors ; but amongſt thoſe 
that are truly ingenious, and judicious 
Maſters of Phanſie : We ſhall find whar 
a Quotation out of 2ui mihi, an Axi- 
om of Logick, a Saying of a Philoſo- 
pher , or the like, though managed 
with ſome Quickneſs, and applied with 
{ome Ingenuity, whatever they did 
heretofore, will not in our days pals, 
or be accepted for Wit. For we muſt 
know, that as we are now in an Age 
of great Philoſophers and Men of Rea- 
ſon, ſo of great Quickneſs and Phan- 
fic: And that Greek and Latin which 
heretofore, though never {o impertinent- 
ly fetch'd in, was counted admirable, 
becauſe it had a Learned Twang, yet 
now, ſuch Stuff being out of faſhion, 

is 
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is eſteemed but very bad Company. 
For the World is now , eſpecially in 
Diſcourſe, for one Language, and he 
that has ſomewhat in his mind of Greek 
or Latin, is requeſted now adays to be 
civil, and tranſlate it into Ezeliſh for 
the benefit of the Company. And he 
that has made it his whole bulineſs to ac- 
compliſh himſelf for the Applauſe of a 
company of Boys, Schoolmaſters, and 
the eaſieſt of Country Divines, and has 
been ſhouldred out of the Cock-pirt for 
his Wit ; when he comes into the wor'd, 
is the moſt likely perſon to be kick'd 
out of Company, for his Pedantry and 
over-weening Opinion of himſelf. And, 
were it neceſſary, it is an eafie matter 
to appeal to Wits, both antient and 
modern, thar, beyond all Controverſie, 
have been ſufficiently approv'd of, thar 
never, I am confident, received their 
Improvements by employing their rime 
in Puns and Quibbles. There is the 
Prodigious Lucian, the Great Doz of 
Mancha, and there are many now living 
Wits of our own, who never certainly 
were at all inſpired from a Tripus's, Ter- 


re filius's, or Prevaricator's Speech. 
| have 
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I have ventured, S;r, thus far, not 
to find fault with, but only ro enquire 
into an antient Cuſtom or two of the 
Univerſities, wherein the Clergy ſeem 
ro be a little concerned, as to their E- 
ducation there. I ſhall now look upon 
them as Beneficed, and conſider their 
Preaching : wherein I pretend to pive 
no Rules, having neither any Gift ar it, 
nor Authority to do it ; bur only ſhall 
make ſome ConjeCtures at thoſe Ulcleſs 
and Ridiculous things, commonly ut- 
rered in Pulpits, thot are generally diſ- 
ouſted, and are very apt to bring Con- 
tempt upon. the Preacher, and that Reli- 
gion Which he profeſles. 

Amonelt the firſt things that {cem to be 
uſeleſs, may be reckon'd the high toſſing 
and {waggering Preaching ; either moun- 
tingly Eloquent, or profoundly Learned. 
For there be a ſort of Divines, who if 
they do but happen of an unlucky hard 
Word all the Week, they think them- 
ſelves nor careful of their Flock, if they 
lay it not up rill Sy»day, and beſtow it 
amongſt them in their next Preachment. 
Or, if they light upon ſome difficult and 
obſcure Notion, which their Curioſity 

inclines 
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inclines them to be better acquainted 
with, how uſeleſs ſoever, nothing ſo fre- 
quent as for them for a month or two 
months together , to tear and tumble 
this Doctrine, and the poor People once 
a Week ſhall come to gaze upon them 
by the Hour, until they preach them- 
ſelves, as they think, into a right Under- 
{tanding. 

Thoſe that are inclinable to make theſs 
uſeleſs Spceches to the People, they 
do it for the moſt part, upon one of 
theſe rwo Conſiderations: Either out 
of Simple Phantaſtick Glory, and a great 
Studiouſneſs of being wonder'd at; as 
if getting into the Pulpit were a kind of 
Staging ; where nothing was to be con- 
ſidered, but how much the Sermon 
takes, and how much ſtared at : or elſe 
they do this, to gain a Reſpet and Re- 
verence from their People ; who , ſay 
they are to be puzzl'd now and then, 
__ carried into the Clouds. For, if 
the Miniſter's words be ſuch as the Con- 
ſtable uſes, his Matter Plain and pradti- 
cal, {ſuch as come to the Common 
Market, he may paſs poſſibly for an 
Honeſt, Well-meaning Man, but by no 

means 
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means for any Scholar : whereas if he 
{prings forth now and then in High 
Raptures towards the uppermoſt Hea- 
vens, daſhing here and there an all-con- 
founding Word ; if he ſoars aloft in 
unintelligible Hutts, preaches Points 
Deep and Myſtical, and delivers them 
23s Dark and Phantaſtical ; this is the 
way, ſay they, of being accounted a 
moſt Able: and Learned Inſtructor. 
Others there be, whoſe Parts ſtand 
not ſo much towards Tall Words and 
Lofty Notions, but conſiſt in ſcattering 
up and down, and beſprinkling all their 
Sermons with plenty. of Greek and Latiy. 
And becauſe S. Panl, once or {o was 
leaſed to make ule of a little Heathen 
Greek ; and that only when he had oc- 
caſion to diſcourie with ſome of the 
Learned ones, that well underſtood him, 
therefore muſt they needs bring in twen- 
ty Poets and Philoſophers (if they can 
catch them) into an Hour's Talk : 
Spreading themſelves in abundance of 
Greek and Latin, to a Company of Far- 
mers and Shepherds. Neither will they 
reſt there, but have at the Hebrew allo ; 


not contenting themſelves to tell the 
People 
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People in general, that they have skill 
in the Text, and that the Expofition 
they offer agrees with the Original, bur 
muſt ſwagger alſo over their poor Pari- 
ſhioners with the dreadful ZZebrew it (elf, 
with their Ben-{ſjrazl's, Ben-Manaſſes's , 
and many more Beyxs that they are in- 
timately acquainted with ; whereas there 
1s nothing in the Church, nor near it by a 
Mile, that underſtands them, but God 
Almighty himſelf, whom it is {uppoſed, 
they go tiot about to inform or fatisfie. 
This Learned way of - Talking, tho, 
for the moſt part, it is done meerly 
out of Oftentation , yet ſometimes 
( which makes not the Caſe much bet- 
ter ) it is done in Complement and Ci- 
vility to the allwiſe Patron, or all-un- 
derſtanding Juſtice of the Peace, in the 
Pariſh: who by the common Farmers 
of the Town, muſt be thought to un- 
derſtand the moſt intricate Notions , 
and the moſt difficult Languages. Now, 
what an admirable thing this is # Sup- 
poſe there ſhould be one or 1o in the 
whole Church that underſtands ſome- 
what beſides Emzliſh ; ſhall not I think that 
he underſtands that better 2 Muſt I out of 
D Court- 
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Courtſhip to his Worſhip and Underſtan- 
ding, and becauſe perhaps I am to dine 
with him, prate abundance of ſuch ſtuff, 
which I muſt needs know no body un- 
derſtands, or that will be the better for 
it, but himſelf, and perhaps ſcarce he? 
This I fay, becauſe I certainly know 
{:yeral of that Diſpoſition, who, if 
they chance to have a Man of any 
Learning or Underſtanding, more than 
the reſt in the Pariſh , preach wholly 
at him, and level moſt of their Dil- 
courſes at his ſuppoſed Capacity, and 
the reſt of the good People ſhall have | 
only a handſome Gaze or View of the | 
Parſon. As if plain Words, uſeful and 
intelligible Inſtructions were not as 
good for an Eſquire, or one that is in 
Commulſſion from the King , as for 
him that holds the Plough, or mends 
Hedges. 
Certainly he that conſiders the De- 
ſign of his Office, and has a Conſci- 
ence anſwerable ro that Holy Under- 
taking, muſt needs cvncicye himſelf en- 
gaged, not only to mind this or that 4 
accompliſhed or well-dreſs'd Perſon, bur 
muſt have an Uniyerſal Care and Re- 
ard 
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pard of all his Pariſh. And as he miſt 
think himſelf bound not only to viſit 
Down Beds, and Silken Curtains, 
but alſo Flocks and Straw, if there be 
need : So ought his Care to be as large 
to inſtruct. the Poor, the Weak and 
Deſpicable Part of his Pariſh, as thoſe 
that fit in the beſt Pews. He that does 
otherwiſe, thinks not at all of a Man's 
Soul, but only accommozates himſeif 
to Fine Cloaths , -an Abundance of 
Ribbons, and the higheſt Seat in the 
Church : Not thinking, that ir will be 
as much to his Reward in the next 
World, by Sober Advice, Care and In- 
firuction, to have ſaved one that takes 
Colleftion, as him that is able to re- 
lieve half the Town. Ir is very plain, 
that neither our S:viour, when he was 
upon Earth and taught the World, 
made any ſuch Diſtinction in his Dif- 
courſes : What more intelligible to all 
Mankind, than his Sermon upon the 
Mount 2 Neither did the Apoſtles think 
of any ſuch way ; I wonder whom they 
take for a Pattern? I will ſuppoſe once 
again, that the deſign of theſe Perſons 
is to gain Glory. And I will ask them; 

D z cart 


an 4 


{ 
3 
k 4 
{ 
of 


-—"o > oh Ly _ —_— OO 5 
— C , FE » 
> oo, - - - e—_—_ » Ow oem rms I 4 A ooo — - 
4 4b 4 "tz — 


*. Jy wx. > = 


= 
—_ a *4 
> 4 . 


<> . ae - = */ ee 
NN TO” EY 
* ” © . 
p > FY 
- . + 


- #4. 4, Bom By 


(52 ] 
can there be any greater in the World 
than doing General Good > To omit 
future Reward : Was it not always e- 
ſteemed of old, that correfting Evil 
PraQtices, reducing People that lived 
amiſs. was much better than making a 
high Rant about a Shuttle-cock, and 
talking 7ara-tantaro about a Feather ? 
Or, if they would be only admired, 
then would I gladly have them conſi- 
der what a thin and delicate kind of 
Admiration is likely to be produced, 
by that which is nor art all underſtood ? 
Certainly that Man that has a deſign 
of building up to himſelf Real Fame 


'in good earneſt, by things well laid 


and ſpoken, his way to effeQ it, is 
not by talking ſtaringly, and caſting a 
Miſt before the Peoples Eyes, but by 
offering ſuch things by which he may 
be eſteemed with Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding. 

Thus far concerning Hard Words, 
high Notions, and unprofitable Quorta- 
tions out of Learned Languages. I 
ſhall now conſider ſuch things as are ri- 
diculous, that ſerve for Chimney and 
Market-talk, after the Sermon be done; 

and 
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and that do cauſe more immediately 
the Preacher to be ſcorn'd and under- 
valued. I have no reaſon, Sir, to go 
abour to determine what Style or Me- 
thod is beſt for the Improvement and 
Advantage of all People: For 1 que- 
{tion not but there has been as many 
{everal ſorts of Preachers as Orators, 
and though very difterent, yet uſeful 
and commendable in their kind. 7ully 
takes very deſervedly with many, Sexe- 
ca with others, and Cato, no queſtion, 
ſaid things wiſely and well : So doubt- 
leſs the {ame place of Scripture may 
by ſeveral be variouſly contidered ; and 
although their Method and Style be al- 
rogether different, yer they may all ſpeak 
all things very convenient for the Peo- 
ple to know, and be advis'd of: Bur 
yet certainly what is moſt undoubted- 
ly Uſeleſs and Empty, or what is judg'd 
abſolutely ridiculous, not by this or 
that curious or {queamiſh A#ditor, but 
by every Man in the Corporation that 
underſtands but plain Engliſh and Com- 
mon Senſe, ought to be avoided. For 
all People are naturally born with ſuch 
a Judgment of true and allowable Rhz- 

| D 3 | torick, 
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torick, that is, of what is decorous and 
convenient to be ſpoken, that whatever 
is groſly otherwiſe, is uſually ungrate- 
ful, not only to the wiſe and skilful 
part of the Congregation, but ſhall ſeem 
alſo ridiculous to the unlearned Tradeſ- 
men , and their youny Apprentices. 
Amongſt which , may be chiefly rec- 
koned theſe following , Harih Meta- 
phors, Childiſh Similitudes, and ill ap- 
plied Tales. 
The firſt Main thing, I ſay, that 
makes many Sermons ſo ridiculous, 
and the Preachers of them ſo much 
ditparaged and undervalued, is an in- 
conſiderate uſe of frightful Metaphors ; 
which making ſuch a remarkable Im- 
preſlion upon the Ears, and leaving ſuch 
a Jarring Twang behind them, are oft- 
times rememberd to the Difſcredit of 
che Miniſter , as long as he continues 
in the Pariſh. I have heard the very 
Children in the Streets, and the little 
Boys cloſe about the Fire, refreſh them- 
{elves ſtrangely, but with the Repeti- 
tion of a few of thoſe far-ferch'd and 
odd-lounding Exprefjions : Tally there- 
fore and C: lar, y, the two greateſt Maſters 
O1 
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of Rowan FEloquence , were very wary 
and ſparing of that fort of Rhetorick : 
We may read many a page in their 
Works, before we meet with any of 
thoſe Bears; and if you do light upon 
one or {o, it ſhall not make your hair 
ſtand right up, or put you into a fit 
of Conyulſion; but it ſhall be fo ſoft 
ſignificant and familiar, as if 'rwere 
made for the very purpoſe. Bur as for 
the common fort of People that are 
addited to this way of Expreſſion in 
their Diſcourles, away preſently to both 
the Tndies, rake Heaven and Earth, 
down to the bottom of the Sea, then 
tumble oyer all Arts and Sciences, ran- 
{ack all Shops and Ware-houles, ſpare 
neither Camp nor City, but that they 
will have them. So fond are {uch de- 
ceived ones of theſe {ame gay Wores, 
that they count all Diſcourſes empry, 
dull and cloudy, unleſs beſpangled with 
theſe Glittterings. Nay, ſo injudicious 
and impudent together, will they ſomc- 
times be, 'that the Almighty himſelf 1s 
often in danger of bcing dilhonoured 
by theſe indiſcreer and horrid Meta- 
phor-Mongers : And when they thus 
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blaſpheme the God of Heaven, by ſuch 
unhallowed Expreſſions, to make a- 
mends, they ll put you in, an As it were 
forſooth, or As 7 may ſo ſay ; that is, 
they will make bold to ſpeak what 
they pleaſe concerning God himſelf, ra- 
ther than omit whar they judge, tho 
never {o falſe to be witty: And then 
rhey come in hobling with their lame 
Submiſſion, and with their Reverence be 
it ſpoken, As 1f it were not much þetter 
to leave out what they foreſee is likely 
to be interpreted for Blaſphemy, or at 
leaſt great Extravagancy, than to utter 
that, for which their own Reaſon and 
Conſcience tells them, they are bound 
to lay in before-hand an Excule. 

To which may be further ſubjoin'd, 
That Metaphors, tho very apt and al- 
lowable, arc intelligible but to ſome 
ſorts of Men, of this or that kind of 
Life, of this or that Profeſſion : For 
example, perhaps ane Gentleman's Me- 
raphorical Knack of Preaching comes of 
the Sea, and then we ſhall hear of no- 
thing but Star-beard and Lar-toard, of 
Stems, Steras and Fore-cafiles, and ſuch 
like Salt-water Language : So that one 


had 
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had need take a Voyage ro Smyrna 0 
Aleppo, and very warily attend to all 
the Sailor's Terms, before I ſhall in the 
leaſt underſtand my Teacher. Now, 
although ſuch a Sermon may poſhbly 
do ſome .-good in a Coaſt-Town, yet up- 
ward into the Country, in an Inland 
Pariſh, ir will do no more than S- 
riack or Arabick, Another he falls a 
fighting wih his Text, and makes a 
Pitch'd Battle of it, dividing it into the 
Right Wing and Left Wins, then he 
rears it, flanks it, intrenches it, ſtorms 
it; then he muſters all again, to {ee 
what Word was loſt or lam'd in the 
Skirmiſh, and ſo falling on again with 
freſh Valour, he fights backward and 
forward, charges through and through, 
Routs, Kills, Takes, and then Gentlc- 
men, as you were. Now, to ſuch of 
his Pariſh as have been in the late Wars 
this is not very formidable ; for they 
do but ſuppoſe themſelves at Naſ-Ly or 
Edz-hill, and they are not much ſcared 
at his Doctrine: But as for others, 
who have not had ſuch fighting Oppor- 
tunities, it- is very lamentable co conlti- 
der, how ſhivering they ſir withour 

Tn under- 
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Underſtanding, till the Battle be over. 
Like inſtance might be eaſily given of 
many morc Diſcourſes ; the Metapho- 
rical Phraſing whereof, depending up- 
on peculiar Arts, Cuſtoms, Trades and 
Profeſſions, makes them uſeful and in- 
relligible only to ſuch who have been 
yery well buſted in ſuch like Employ- 
ments. 

Another thing, Sir, thar brings great 
Diſreſpect and Miſchief upon the Cler- 
gy, and thar differs not much from 
what went immediately before, is their 
packing their Sermons ſo full of Symi- 
litud:s; which , ail the World know , 
carry with them bur very ſmall force 
of Argument, unleſs there be an exact 
Agreement with that which is compa- 
red ; of which there is very ſeldam 
any ſufficient Care taken. Beſides, 
thoſe that arc addicted to this ſlender 
way of Diſcourſe, for the moſt part, 


do ſo weaken and enfeeble their Judg- 


ment by contenting themſelves to un* 
derſtand by. Colours, Features and 
Glimpſcs, thar they perfettly omit all 
the more profitable icarching into the 
Nature and Cavſcs of things them- 
{elycs. 


[ 59 ] 
ſelves. By which means it neceſlaril 
comes to pals, that what they undertake 
ro prove and clear out to the Congre- 
gation, muſt needs be {ſo faintly done, 
and with ſuch little force of Argument, 
that the Conviction or Perſuaſion, will 
laſt no longer in the Pariſhioners minds, 
than the Warmth of thoſe Similitudes 
ſhall glow in their Phanfie, So that 
he that has either been inſtructed in 
ſome part of his Duty, or excited to 
the Performance of the ſame, not by 
any judicious Dependance of things, 
and laſting Reaſon, but by {ſuch faint 
and toyiſh Evidence ; his Underſtanding 
upon all occaſions will be as apt to be 
miſled as ever, and his Aﬀedctions as 
troubleſome and ungovernable. 

Bur they are not ſo unſerviceable as 
uſually they are ridiculous ; for People 
of the weakeſt parts are molt common- 
ly over-born with theſe Fooleries ; 
which, rogether with the great difticul- 
ty of their being prudentiy manag'd , 
mult needs occaſion them tor rhe moſt 
part to be very trifling and childiſh. 
Eſpecially, if we conſider the choice- 
neſs of rhe Authors, gut of which they 
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are furniſhed : There is the never-to-be- 
commended-enough Lycoſthenes ; there is 
alſo the admirable Piece, called The Se- 
cond Part of Wits Common-wealth (1 pray 
mind it, it is the Second Part, not the 
Firſt : ) and there is beſlides, a Book 
wholly conſiſting of Similitudes, ap- 
plied and ready: fitred tro moſt Preach- 
Ing Subjects, for the help of young 
Beginners, who ſometimes will not make 
them hit handſomely. Tis very well 
known, that ſuch as are poſleſs'd with 
Admiration of {ſuch Eloquence, think 
that they are mightily encouraged in 
their way by the Scripture it ſelf: For, 
ſay they, did not our Bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf uſe many Metaphors and man 

Parables? and did not his Diſciples, fol- 
lowing his ſo excellent an Example, 
do rhe like, and is not this, not only 
warrant enough, but near upon a Com- 
mand to us ſo for to do ? It you pleaſe 
therefore we will ſee what ous Savi- 
our does in this caſe. In St. Matthew 
he cells his Diſciples, that they are the 
Salt of th: Earth, thar they are the Light 
of the World; that they are a City ſet 
-8 an Hill : Furthermore, he tells his 
Apdltles, 
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Apoſtles, that he ſends them forth as Sheep 
in the midſt of Wolves, and bids them 
therefore, be as wiſe as Serpents, and 
harmleſs as Doves. Now , are not all 
theſe things plain and familiar, even 
almoſt to Children themſelves, that can 
bur raſte and ſee; and to men of the 
Loweſt Education, and Meaneſt Capa- 
Cities ? 
- T ſhall not here inſiſt upon thoſe ſpe- 
cial and admirable Reaſons for which 
our Saviour made uſe of ſo many Pa- 
rables: only thus much is needful to be 
ſaid, namely, that they are very much 
miſtaken, that from hence think them- 
{elves tolerated to turn all the World 
into frivolous and abominable Simili- 
tudes. As for our Saviour when he 
{poke a Parable, he was pleaſed to go 
no further than the Fields, the Sea-ſhore, 
a Garden, a Vineyard, or the like ; 
which are things, without the Know- 
ledge whereof, ſcarce any Man can be 
ſuppoſed to live in this World. Bur as 
for our Metaphorical and Similitude- 
men of the Pulpit, theſe things to them 
are too ſtill and languid : they do not, 
rattle and rumble : Theſe lie too near 
home, 
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home, and within Vulgar Kenn : Thete 
is little on this ſide the Moon thar 
will content them : Up preſently to the 
Primum-mobile, and the Trepidation of 
the Firmament : Dive into the Bowels 
and hid Treaſures of the Earth : Diſ- 
patch forthwith for Peru or Famaira; 
a Town-bred or Country-bred Simili- 
tude, it is worth nothing | '7:s reported 
of a Tree growing upon the Bank of Eu- 
porates, the Great River Euphrates, that 
it brings forth an Apple, to the Eye very 
fair and tempting, but inwardly it is fill d 
with nothing but uſeleſs and deceitful Duſt : 
even ſo, Duſt we are, and to Duſt we 
»wſt all go. Now, what a lucky Dif- 
covery was this, that a Man's Body 
ſhould be ſo exadtly like an Apple? 
And I will aſſure you that this was 
not thought on till within theſe few 
Years. And I am afraid too, he had 
a kind of a hint of this from another, 
who had formerly found out that a 
Man's Soul was like an Oyſter ; For, 
ſays he, in his Prayer, Ozr Souls are 
conſtantly gaping after thee, O Loid, yea 
werily, our Souls do gape, ev:n as an Oyſter 
gapeth., It ſeems pretty hard , at firſt 
fighr, 
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ro bring into a Sermon all the Circles 
of the Globe, and all the frightful Terms 
of Aſtronomy. Bur T'll aſſure you, Sir, 
It 1s to be done, becauie it has been: 
but not by every Bungler and Text- 
divider, but by a Man of great Cun- 
ning and Experience. There is a place 
in the Prophet Malachi , where it will 
do very neatly, and that is Chap. 4. 
verſ. 2. But unto you that fear my name, 
ſhall the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe with 
healing in his wings. From which words 
in the firſt place, it plainly appears, 
that our Saviour paſſed through all the 
twelve Signs of the Zodiack : And more 
than that too, all proved by very apt 
and familiar places of Scripture. Firſt 
then, our Saviour was in Ares ; or elle 
what means that of the Pſalmiſt 2 7he 
Mountains skipped like Rams, and the little 
Fills like Lambs. And again, that in 
the ſecond of the Kings Chap. 3. ver. 4- 
And Meſha King of Moab was a Sheep- 
maſter, and rendered unto the King of 
Iſrael an hundred thouſand Lambs : and 
what follows? and an hundred” thouſand 
Rams, with the wool, Mind it, it was the 
King of Iſrael. In like manner was he 
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in Taurus, Pal. 22. 12. Many Bulls of 
have compaſſed me : Strong Bulls of Ba- 


ſha have beſet me round. They were 
not ordinary Bulls : They were compaſ- 
ſing Bulls, they were beſetting Bulls, they 
were ſtrong Baſhan Bulls. What need [ 
ſpeak of Gemini? Surely you cannot 
but remember Facob and Eſau, Gen. 25, 
24. And when her days to be delivered were 
fulfilled, behold there were Twins in her 
womb. Or of Cancer 2 when as the 
Pſalmiſt ſays 1o plainly : What ailed thee, 
O thou Sea, that thou fledd:ſt 2 thou Fors 
dan, that thou waſt driven back> No- 
thing more plain. It were as eaſie to 
jhew the like in all the reſt of the 
Signs : Bur inſtead of that, I ſhall ra- 
ther chuſe to make this one Pradtical 
Obſervarion : That the Mercy of God 
to Mankind in ſending his Son into the 
World, was a very Szznal Mercy : it was 
Zodial Merey. 1 ſay, it was truly Zo- 
diacal : For Chriſt keeps within the 
Zropicks: He goes not out of the Pale 
of the Church. Bur yet he is not al- 
ways at the ſame Diſtance from a Be- 
liever : Sometimes he withiraws him- 


felf into the Apogaym of Doubt, Sorrow, 


and 


, 


__— 


Oe ION. A % ace 3" hn OT 
< 4Mghs Salt dt: "a Lone % EA 472057 2158 __—_ 4 


[ 65 ] 

and Deſpair, but then he comes again inte 
the Perigeum of Foy, Content, and Aſſu- 
rance : But as for Heathens and Unbe- 
lievers, they are all Artick and Antar- 
tick Reprobates. Now when ſuch Stuff 
as this (as ſometimes it 1s) is vented in 
a poor Pariſh, where People can ſcarce 
rell what day of the Month it is by 
the A4lmanack, how ſeaſonable and {a- 
youry it is likely tro be? Ir ſeems 
alſo not very ealic, for a Man in 
his Sermon to learn. his Pariſhioners 
how to diſſolve Gold : of what and 
how the Stuff is made. Now, to ring 
the Bells and call the People on pur- 
pole together, would be but a blunt 
Buſineſs ; bur to do it neatly and when 
no body look'd for it, that's the Rari- 
ty and Art of it. Suppoſe then, that 
he takes for his Text that of St. Mat- 
thew, Repent ye for the Kinzdom of God 
7s at hand. Now, tell me, Sir, do you 
not pefceive the Gold to: be in a diſmal 
Fear, to curl and quiver art the firſt 
Reading of theſe Words. It muſt come 
in thus, The Blots and Blurs of yonr Sins 
muſt be taken ont by the Aqua-fortis of your 
Tears: To mhich Aqua-fortis if you put 

F a fifth 
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a fifth part of Sal-Almoniack, and ſet 


them in a gentle heat, it makes Aqua- 
Regia, which diſſolves Gold, And now 
tis out. Wonderful arc the things thar 
are to be done by the helps of Meta- 
phors and Similitudes ! And Tl under- 
rake, that with a little more pains and 
conſideration , out of the very ſame 
Words, he could have taught the Peo- 
ple how to make Cuſtards and Mar- 
malade, or to ſtew Prunes. But pray, 


why the Agqua-fortis of Tears > For, 


if it fo falls out, that there ſhould 
chance to be neither Apothecary nor 
Druggiſf at Church, there's an excel- 
lent Jeſt wholy loſt. Now, had he 
been {o conſiderate, as to have laid his 
Wir in ſome common and intelligible 
Material : for example, had he faid 
that the Blots of Sin, will be eafily ta- 
ken out” Ly the Soap of Sorrow, and the 
Fulters-Farth of Contrition ; then poſlibly 
the Parſon and the People might all 


have admired one another. For there 


is many a Good-wife that underſtands 
very well all the Intrigues of Pepper, 
Salt, and Vinegar, who knows not any 
ting of the All-powerfulneſs of = 
ortis, 
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fortis, how that it is ſuch a ſpot-reim- 
ving Liquor. I cannot but confider with 
what Underſtanding the People ſighed 
and cryed, when the Miniſter made for 
them this Metaphyſical Confeſſion, Om- 
nipotent All ; Thou art only: Becauſe thou 
art All,and becauſe thou only art : As for us, 
we are not, but we ſeem to be, and only ſcem 
to be ; becauſe we are not : for we are but 
Mites of Entity, and Crumbs of Something ; 
and ſo on. As if a Company of Country 
People were bound to underſtand Szarez, 
and all the Srhool-Divines. | 

And as ſome are very High and 


Learned in their Attempts ; ſo orhers 


there be who are of {omewhat too 
mean and dirty Imaginations. Such 
was he, who goes by the Name of 
Parſon Slip-ftocking : Who preaching a- 
bout the Grace and Aſſiſtance of God ; 
and that of our ſelves we are able to 
do nothing ; adviſed his Beloved to 


take him in this plain Similitude. 4 
Father calls his Child to hin, ſaying, Child 


pull off this Stocking : The Child 


mightily joyful, that it ſhould pull off Fa- 
ther's Stocking, takes hold of the Stock- 
117, and tnggs, and pulls, and ſweats, but 
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fo no purpoſe ; for Stocking ſtirs not, for 
it is but a Ch-ld that pulls * Then the Fa- 
ther bids the Child to reſt a little, and try 
again; fo then the Child ſets on again, 
tuzgs again, and pulls again, and ſweats a= 
gain, tut no Stocking comes ; fer Child is but 
Child flill: Then at laſt the Father, taking 
pity upon his Child, puts his hand behind, 
and ſlips down the Stocking, and off comes 
the Stocking Then how does the Child re- 
We Joyce > for Child hath pull'd off Father's 
Wi Stocking. Alas, poor Child! it was not 
Chila's Strength. it was not Child's Sweat- 
ing, that got off the Stocking, but it was 
the Father's Hand behind that ſlipt down 
the Stocking. Even ſo — Not much. 
unlike to this was he, thar preaching a- 
bout the Sacrament and Faith, makes 
Chriſt a Shop-keeper ; relling you, that 
Chriſt is a Treaſury of all Wares and Com- 
mcdities. And therefore, opening his 
wide "Throat, cries aloud , Good People, 
what do you lack? what do you buy? will 
rou buy any Balm of Gilead, any Eye-ſatve, 
guy DMyrrh, Aloes or Caſſia 2 Shall T fit 
0 with a Robe of Righteouſneſs, or with 
BY a white Garment 2 See here| what is it you 
| want ? Tere's a wery choice Armory © ſhall 
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IT ſhew you an Helmet of Salvation, a Shield 


or 4 Breaſt-plate of Faith Or mill you 


pleaſe to walk in, and ſee ſom? Precious 
Stones 2 a Jaſper, .a Saphyre, or a Chalcede- 
nit 2 Speak, what do you buy > Now, for 
my part, I muſt needs ſay, and I much 
phanſie I ſpeak the mind of thouſands, 
that it had been much better for ſuch at 
impruclent and ridiculous Bawler as this, 
to have been condemned to have cryed 
Oyſters or Brooms, than to dilcredit after 
this unſandAified rate, his Profeſlion and 
our Religion. 

It would be an endleſs thing, Sir, to 
count up to you all the Follies, for an 
hundred years Jaſt paſt, thar have been 
Preached and Printed of this kind. Bur 
yet I cannot omit that of the famous 
Divia?, in his time, who adviſing the 
People in days of danger to run unto 
the Lord, tells them, hat they cannot go 
to the Lord, much leſs run without feet - 
There be therefore two Feet to run to the 
Lord, Faith and Prayer : *'Tis plain that 
Faith is a Feet, for by Faith we ſtand, 
2 Cor. 1. 24. therefore by Faith we muſt 
run to the T.ord who is faithful. The ſc- 
cond is Prayer, a ſpiritual Leg to bear ns 

thither - 
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thither : Now, that Prayer is a Spiritual 

Leg, appears from ſeveral Places of Scri- 

pture ; as from that of Jonah, ſpeaking of 

coming, chap. 2. verl. 7. And my Prayer 
. came unto thy holy Temple : 47d /ike- 
wiſe from. that of the Apoſtle , who ſays, 

Heb 4- 16. Let us therefore go unto 

the throne of Grace : Both intimatine 

that Prayer is the Spiritual Leg, there bee 
ing no coming nor going to the Lord with- 
out the Leg of Prayer. He further adds, 

Now, that theſe Feet may be able to bear 

us thither, we muſt put on the Hoſe. of . 

Faith ; for the Apoſtle ſays, our Peet muſt 
| te ſod with the Preparation of the Goſpel 
, of Peace. The truth of it is, the Author 
| is ſomewhat obſcure: For, at firſt, Faith 
was a Feet ; by and by it isa Zoſe; and 
at laſt ir proves a Shoe, If he had 
pleaſed, he could have made it any 
thing. 

Neither can I let paſs that of a later 
Author :- who telling us, 7t 7s Goodneſs 
ty which we muſt aſcend to Heaven ; and 
that Goodneſs w the Milky-ray to Jupi- 
ters Pallace; could not reſt here, but 
muſt tell us further, thar to ſfrengthes 
us tn our journey, we muſt not take Mor- 

| | nine 
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ning Milk, but Mornings Meaitations ; 
fearing , 1 ſ{uppoſe, leſt ſome People 
ſhould miſtake, and think ro go to 
Heaven by eating now and then a Mets 
of Morning Milk, becauſe the way was 
Milky. | 

Neither ought that to be omitted , 
not long fſincey Printed , upon thoſe 
words of S. John, Theſe thines I write 
unto you , that you fin not. The Obſer- 
vation is, That it is the purpole of the 
Scripture to drive Men from Sin. 7heſe 
Scriptures contain Doctrines, Precepts, Pro- 
miſes, Threatnings and Hiſtories. Now, 
ſays he, take theſe five ſmooth Stones, and 
put them into the Scrip of th: Heart, 
and throw with the Sling of Faith, by 
the Hand of a Strong Reſolution, again(# 
the Forehead of Sin, and we ſhall ſee it, 
like Goliah, fall before us . 

Bur I ſhall not trouble you any fur- 
ther upon this ſubject ; bur, if you have 
a mind to hear any more of this Stuff, 
I ſhall refer you ro the learned and ju- 
dicious Author of the Friendly Debates ; 
who particularly has art large diſcovered 
the intolerable Fooleries of this way of 
talking. I ſhall only add thus much; 
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that ſuch as go abour to fetch Blood 
into their pale and lean Diſcourſes, by 
the help of their brisk and ſparkling Si- 
militudes, ought well ro conſider whe- 
ther their Similitudes be true. Iam con- 
fident, Sir, you have heard it many and 
many a time (or if need be I can ſhew 
yout in a Book) thag when the Prea- 
cher happens to talk, how that the 
things here below will not fatisfie the 
Mind of Man ; then comes in the round 
World, which cannot fill the triangular 
Heart of Man : Whereas every Butcher 
knows, that the Heart is no more trian- 
gular, than an ordinary Pear, or a Childs 
Top: Burt becauſe 7riangular is a hard 
Word, and perhaps a Jeſt, therefore Peo- 
ple have ſtoln it one from another, theſc 
two or three hundred Years ; and for 
ought I know much longer ; for I can- 
not dire to the firſt Inventor of the 
Phanſie. 

In like manner they arc to conſider, 
what things either in the Heaven or be- 
ionging to the Earth, have been found 
out by experience to contradict what 
has been formerly allowed of. Thus, 


becauſe {ome antient Affronomers had 


obſerved, 
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obſerved, that both the Diſtances, as 
well as the Revolutions of the Planets, 
were in ſome Proportion or Harmony 
one to another ; therefore People thar 
abounded more with Imagination than 
Skill, preſently phanſ1'd the Moon, Mer- 
cary and Yenus to be a kind of Violins 
or Trebles to Jupiter or Saturn ; and that 
the Sun and Mars ſupply'd the room of 
Tenors; the Primum Meolile running Di- 
viſion all the time. So that one could 
ſcarce hear a Sermon, but they muſt 
give you a touch of the F7armony of the 
Spheres. Thus, Sir, you ſhall have 'em 
take that of St. Paul, about Faith, Flope 
and Charity ; and inſtcad of a ſober in- 
ſtructing the People in thoſe eminent 
and excellent Graces , they ſhall only 
ring you over a few Changes upon the 
three woris: crying, Faith, Hope and 
Charity ; Hope, Faith and Charity ; and 
ſo on. And when they have done 
their Peal, they ſhall tell you, thac 
this is much better than the Harmony of the 
Spheres. 

Ar other times I have heard a long 
Chyming only between two Words ; as 
ſuppoſe Divinity and Philoſophy, or Reve- 


lation 
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lation and Reaſon; ſetting forth with Re- 
welation firſt : Revelation is a Lady, Rea- 
ſon an Handmaid. Revelation's the Eſquire, 
Reaſon the Page. Revelation's the Sun, 
Reaſon's but the Moon. Revelation is Man- 
na, Reaſon's but an Acorn. Revelation a | 
Wedge of Gold, Reaſon a ſmall piece of 
Silver. Then by and by Reaſon gets 
it .and leads it away, Reaſon indeed ts 
very 2039, but Revelation is much better. 
Reaſon is Coniſr!mr, but Revelation is the 
Law-giver. Reajo? is a Candle, but Reve- 
lation is the Snuffer. Certainly thoſe 
People are poſlets'd with a very great 
| Degree of Dulneſs, who living under 
F rhe means of {ſuch enlightning Preaching, 
ſhould not be mightily ſetled in the 
right Notion, and truc bounds of Faith 
and Rcaton, 

| Not lets ably, methought, was the 
Difierence betwcen the Old Covenant 
and New, lately determined, 7he Old 
Covenant was of Works, the New Covenant 
TY: of Faith. The Old Covenant was by Moſes, 
| the New ty Chriſt. The Old was here- 
toſore, the New afterma: ds. The Old was 
firſi, the New was ſecond. Old things arc 
* paſſed away, behold all things are become 


new. 
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nw. And fo the Buſineſs was funda» 
mentally done. 

I ſhall {ay no more upon this ſubject 
but this one thing, which relates to 
what was faid a little before : He chat 
has got a Set of Similitudes, calculated 
according to the old Philoſophy, and 
Ptolomey's Syſteme of the World, muſt 
burn his Common-place-book, and go 
a gleaning for new ones : It being much 
more gentile and warrantable, to take a 
Similitude from the Man in the Moon, 
than from ſolid Orbs : for though few 
people do abſolutely believe that there 
is any ſuch eminent Perſon there, yer 
che thing is poſſible, whereas the other 
is not. | 

I have now done, Sr, with that-im- 
prudent way of ſpeaking by Metaphor 
and Similitude. There be many other 
things commonly ſpoken out of the 
Pulpir, that are much to the Diſadvan- 
tage and Diſcredit of the Clergy, that 
ought alſo to be briefly hinted. And 
that I may the better light upon them, 
T ſhall obſerve their Common Method 
of Preaching. 


Before 
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Before the Text be divided .a Preface 

15 to be made: And it 1s a great chance, 
if, firſt of all, the Miniſter does not 
make his Text to be like ſomething or 
other. For example : One he tells 
you, And now (methinks) my Text, like 
an Ingenious Pilture, looks upon all here 
preſent ; in mhich both Nobles and Peo- 
ple may behold their Sin and Danger ve- 
Preſented, This was a Text out of #«- 
ſea, Now, had it been out of any 0- 
ther place of the Bible, the Gentleman 
was ſufficiently reſolved, to make it 
like an ingenious Picture. Another ta- 
King (perhaps) the very ſame Words, 
lays, / might compare my Text to the 
Mountain of Bether, where the Lord ai- 
ſports himpelf like a young Hart, or a plea- 
fant Roe amongſt the Spices. "Another 
Man's Text is like the Rod of Moſes, to 
divide the Waves of Sorrow ; or, like the 
Mantle of Elijah, to reſtrain the ſwelling 
Floods of Grief. Another gets to his 
Text thus, 4s Solomon wer! up fix ſteps 
to come to the great Throne of Ivory ; [o 
muſt I aſcend fix degrees to come to the 
high top-meaning of my Text. Another 
thus, As Deborah aroſe and went along 
With, 
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with Barak to Kadeſh ;ſo, if you will go aloyg 
with him, and call in at the third Verſe 
of this Chapter, he will ſhew you the mean- 
ing of his Text. 

Another he phancies his Text to be 
extraordinarily like an Orchard of Pom- 
granates; or like St. Matthew fitting at 
the recept of Cuſtom ; or like the Dove 
that Noah ſent out of the Ark. 1 believe 
there are above forty places of Scripture 
that have been like Rachel and Leah : 
and there is one in Gezefts, as I well re- 
member, that is like 4 pair of Compaſſes 
ſtradling : and if I be not much miſtaken, 
there 1s one ſomewhere elſe, that is like 
a man going to Jericho. 

Now, Sr, having thus made the way 
ro the Text, as ſmooth and plain as any 
thing ; with a Preface perhaps from 4- 
dam ; though his buſineſs lie at the orher 
end of the Bible : In the next place he 
comes to divide the Text. 


—— Fic Labor, hoc Opns. 
Per warios caſus, per tot diſcrimina rerum. 
Silveſtrem tenui — 
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Now oft come the Gloves, and the 
Hands being well chafed, he ſhrinks up 
his ſhoulders, and ſtretches forth himſelf 
as if he were going to cleave a Bullock's 
Head, or rive the Body of an Oak. 
Bur we muſt obſerve, that there is a 
great difference of Texts. For all Texts 
come not aſunder alike : For ſometimes 
the Words naturally fall aſunder ; ſome- 
times they drop aſunder ; {ometimes they 
melt ; {ometimes they untwiſt ; and there 
be ſome Words ſo willing to be parted, 
that they divide themſelves, to the great 
eaſC __ rejoicing of the Miniſter. Bur 
if they will not eaſily come in pieces, 
then he falls to hacking and hewing, as 
if he would make all fly into ſhivers. 
The Truth of it is, I have known, now 
and then, ſome knotty Texts, that 
have been divided ſeven or eight times 
over, before they could make them 
{plit handſomely, according ro their 
mind. | 

Bur then comes the Joy of Joys, when 
che parts jz7zelz, or begin with the ſame 


* of 


Fetter ; and eſpecialiy if in Latin O 


how it tickled the 7:4, when he 
had got his Text into ©: two excel- 
lent 
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lenr Branches ; Arcufatio vera > Commi- 
natio ſevera. A Charge full of Verity: 4 
Diſcharge full of Severity. And Tl war- 
rant you that did not pleaſe a little, 
duplex miraculum ; miraculum in modo, and 
miraculum in nodo, But the luckieſt that 
[ have mer withal, both for. Wit, and 
keeping the Letter, is upon thoſe words 
of St. Matthew, Chap. 12. Ver. 43, 44, 
45- When the unclean Spirit is gone out of 
a Man, he walketh through dry places, ſeek- 
ing reſt and finding none © Then he ſaith T 
will return, ec. In which Words all 
theſe ſtrange things were found our. 
Firſt, rhere was a Captazy and a Caſtle. 
Do you ſee, Sir, the ſame Letter? 
Then there was an /ngref and Ferefs ; 
and a Regreſi or Re-ingreſs. Then there 
was Cnrooſting and Unreſting. Then 
there was Number and Name, Manner 
and Meaſure, Trouble and Trial, Reſolu- 
tion and Revolution, Aſſaults and Aſſaſſi- 
nation, Voidneſs and YVacuity. This was 
done at the ſame time, by the ſame 
Man : But, to confeſs the truth of it, 
"Twas a good long Text, and ſo he had 
the greater adyantage. 


But 
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But for a ſhort Text , that certainly 
was the greateſt Break that ever was ; 
which was occaſioned from thoſe words 
of St. Luke Chap. 23. Ver. 28. Weep not 
for me, weep for your - -Avh or as {ome read 
it; but weep for your ſelves. It is a plain 
caſe, Sir, here are but cighr Words, and 
the buſineſs was ſo cunningly ordered 
that there ſprung out cight Parts : Here 
are, ſays the Doctor, eight Words, and 
eight Parts. 1. Weep not. 2. But weep. 
3- Weep not, ut weep. 4. Weep for me. 
5. For your ſelves. 6. For me, for your 
felves. 7. Weep not for me. 8. But weep 
for your ſelves. That is to ſay, North, 
North and by Eaſt, North North Eaſt, 
North Eaſt and by North, North Eaſt, 
North Eaſt and by Faſt, Eaft North Eaſt, 
Faſt and by North, Eaſt. -—- Now, it 
{>ems not very caſie to determine which 
has obliged the World, he that found 
out the Compaſs, or he that divided the 
forementioned Text : Burt I ſuppoſe the 
Cracks will go generally upon the De- 
Hor's ſide; by reaſon what he did, was 
done by undoubted Art, and abſolute 
Induſtry ; but as for the other, the com- 
mon report is, that it was found n 
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by imeer fooliſh Fortune. Weil, let ic 
go how it will, queſtionleſs, they will 
be both famous in their way, and ho- 
nourably mentioned to Poſterity. 

Neither ought he to be altogether 
flighred who taking that of Gez. Chap. 

8. Ver. 2, for his Text, viz. And one 
told Jacob, and ſaid, Behold, thy So Jo- 
feph cometh unto thee ; preſently percei- 
ved, and made it out to the People, 
that his Text was a ſpiritual Dial. For, 
ſays he, here be in my Text twelve Words, 
which do plainly repreſent the twelve Hours. 
Twelve Words : And one told Jacob, and 
ſaid, thy Son Joſeph cometh unto thee, 
And here i, beſides Behold, which is the 
Hand if the Dial, that turns and points af 
every Word in th: Text. And one tuld 
Jacob, and ſaid, Behold thy Ss Joleph 
cometh unto thier. For it is not ſaid, Be- 
hold Facob or Behold Joſ:ph : But it is, 
and one told Jacob, and faid, Behold, 
thy Son Joleph cometh unto the, That is 
to ſay, behold And. behold oe. behold 
told. behold Facob. again behold and. be- 
hold ſaid. (and alſo) behold Behold, &c. 
Which is tbe reaſon that the word behold 
is placed in the middle of th? other twelv: 


words, indifferently pointing at each word. 
| F Now, 
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Now, as it weeds muſt be one of the 
Clock, before it can be two or three; ſo] 
ſhall handle the word And the firſt word in 
the Text, before I meddle with the follow- 
ing. And on: told Jacob: This Word 
And i but a Particle, and a ſmall one 
but ſmall things are not to be deſpiſed : 
St. Matth. chap. 18. ver. 10. Take heed 
that you deſpiſe not one of theſe little 
ones. For this And is as the Tacks and 
Loops amongſt the Curtains of the Taber- 
nacle. The Tacks put into the Loops did 
couple the Curtains of the Tent, and ſew 
the Tent together : So this particle And 
being put into the Loops of the words im- 
mediatly* before the Text , does couple the 
Text to the foregoing Verſe, and ſews them 
cloſe tozether. 

[ ſhall nor trouble you, Sr, with the 
reſt; being much after this witty rate, 
and to as much purpoſe. But we'll go 
on if you pleaſe, Sir, ro the cunning 
Obſervations, Dottrines, and Inferences 
that are commonly made and rais'd from 
places of Scripture. 

One he takes that for his Text, Pſad. 
68. ver. 3. But let the Righteous be glad. 
From whence he raiſeth this Doctrine, 
That there is a Spirit of ſingularity a 
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the Saints of God. But let the Righte- 
ous. A Dodrine, I'll warrant him, of 
his own raiſing ; it being not yery eaſe 
for any body to' prevent him. 

Another, he takes thar of 7ſa. chap. 
4x, Ver. 14, I5. Fear not thou Worm 
Jacob, &c. thou ſhalt threſh the Moun+ 
tains Whence he obſerves, That 
the Worm Jacob was a Threſhing- 
Worm. 

Another that of Gez. chap. 44. ver. x. 
And he commanded the Steward of - the 
Houſe, ſaying, Fill the Mens Sacks with 
Food as "much as they can carry: And 
makes his Note from the words ; that 
great Sacks, and many Sacks, will hold 
more than few Sacks, and little ones. 
For look, ſays he, how they came? prepar a 
with Sacks and Beaſts, ſo they were ſent 
back with Corn : The greater and the more 
Sacks they. had prepared, th! more Corn 
they carry away ; if they had prepared but 
ſmall Sacks, and a few, they had carried 
away the leſs : Verily and extraordinarily 
rrue. 

Another, he falls apon that of 1ſa. 


chap. 58. ver. 5. [s it ſuch a Faſt that / 


have choſen > A day for a man to afflict his 
ſoul > Is it to bow down his head like 4 
F 2 Bulruſt 


- Ines _ co 
.. o Fs , + = 
A" o 4 > rae , $#< wn ' _ 
i et is a Sx % > 
— - - - "_ A = 
wn 


[84] 
Bulruſh. The Obſervation is, that Re- 
pentance for an hour, or a day, is not worth 
a Bulruſh. And there, I think he hit the 
Buſineſs. 

Bur of theſe, Sir, I can ſhew you a 
whole Book-full, in a Treatiſe called 
Flames and Diſcoveries : conſiſting of ve- 
ry notable and extraordinary things , 
which the inquiſitive Author had pri- 
yately obſerved, and diſcovered, upon 
reading the- Evargeliſts, As for exam- 
ple : Upon reading that of St. Fohz chap. 
2.V.15. And when h: had mad: a ſcourge 
of ſmall Cords, he drove them all out of 
the Temple : This prying Divine makes 
' theſe Diſcoveries. T diſcover, fays he, in 
the firſt place, that in the Church or Tem- 
ple, a ſcourge may be made: And when he 
had made a ſcourge. Secondly, that it may 
be mad uſe oa 5 Fe drove them all out of 
the Temple. And it was a great chance, 
that he had not diſcovered a third 
thing, and that is, that the ſconroe was 
made before it was made uſe of. Upon 
ZHatth. chap. 4. ver. 25. And there followed 
him great Multitudes of People from Gali- 
lee. 7 diſcover, ſays he, when Jeſus pre- 
wails with us, we ſhall ſoon leave our Ga- 
lilees. 1 diſcover alſo, ſays he, a great 
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Miracle, viz. That the-way aftcy Jelus be 
ing flrait, that ſuch a Multitude ſhould follow 
him. Matrth. chap. 5. ver. 1. And ſering 
the Multitude, he went up into a Moun- 
tain : Upon this he diſcovers ſeveral 
very remarkable things : Firſt, he diſco- 
vers, that Chriſt went from the Multi- 
tude, Secondly, That it is ſafe taking 
warning at our Eyes ; for ſeeing the Mul- 
titude h: went up. Thirdly, /t is not fit 
to be always upon th: plains and flats with 
the Multitude ; but if we be riſen with 
Chriſt, 7o ſeek thoſe things that are above. 
He diſcovers alſo very ſtrange things 
from the latter part of the Verſe: And 
when he was ſet, his Diſciples came unto 
him. 1. Chriſt x not always in motion : 
and when he was ſet. 2. He walks not 
on the Mountain, but fits. and when hz 
was ſet. From whence alſo, in the third 
place, he adviſes People, That when 
they are teaching , they ſhould not move tov 
much, for that is to be carried to and fre, 
with every wind of Dodtrine : Now , 
certainly never was this place of 
Scripture more ſ{caſonably brought in. 
Now, Sir, if you be for a very ſhort 
and witty Diſcovery , let it be upon 
chat of St. Matth. chap. 6. ver, 27. Whicy 
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Of you by taking thought, can add one 


Cubit more unto his Stature > The Diſco- 
very is this, That whilft the Diſciples 
were taking thought for a Cubit, Chriſt 
takes them down a Cubit lower. Notable 
alſo are two Diſcoveries, made upon St. 
Matth. chap. 8. ver. 1. When he came 
down from the mountain, great Multitudes 


followed him. 1. That Chriſt went down 


as well as went up; when he came down 
from the Meuntain. 2. That the Multi- 
tude did not go hail fellow well met with 
him, nor before him: For, great Multi- 
tudes followed him. 1 love with all my 
heart, when People can prove what they 
ſay : For there be many that will talk 
of their Diſcoveries and Spiritual Ob- 
{ervations, and when all comes to all, 
they arc nothing but pitiful Gueſles , 
nd flender ConjeQtures. In like man- 
ner that was no contemptible Diſcove- 
ry that was made upon St. Matth. chap. 
8. ver. 19. And a certain Scribe came 
and ſaid, Maſter, 1 will follow thee where- 
ſoever thou goefl. 4 [thou] ſhall be follow 
wore than a | that: ] 7 will follow thee 
whereſoever thou goeſt. And in my opi- 
nion, that was not altogether amils, 
upon St. Matth. chap. 11. ver. 2. Now 

when 
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when John had h:ard in the Priſon the 
Works of Chriſt, he ſent two of his Diſ- 
ciples. Some alſo poſſibly may nor diſ- 
like that upon St. Luke chap. 12. ver. 35. 
Let your Loins be girded. IT diſcover, 
ſays he, there mnt be a holy girding and 
truſſing up for Heaven. But I ſhall end 
all with that very politick one, that he 
makes upon St. Matth. chap. 12. ver. 47. 
Then one ſaid unto him, Behold thy Me- 
ther and thy Brethren ſtand without, d:{t- 
ring to ſpeak with thee. But he anſwered 
and ſaid, who is my Mother 2 and who are 
my Brethren > I diſcover now, ſays he, 
that Jeſus is upon buſineſs. Doubtleſs, 
this was one of the greateſt Diſcoverers 
of hidden Myſteries, and one of the 
orcateſt Pryers into Spiritual Secrets , 
chat ever the World was owner of. It 
was very well that he happened upon 
the Godly Calling, and no ſecular Em- 
ployment; or ciſe, in good truth, 
down had they all gone, Turk, Pope, 
and Emperour ; for he would have dif- 
covered them one way or other, every 
Man. 

Not much unlike to theſe wonder- 
ful Diſcoverers are they, who chuſing 
to preach upon ſome Pozrt in Divinity, 
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x*-:all purpoſely avoid all ſuch plain Texts, 
as might give them very juſt occaſion to 
ditcourſe upon their intended Subject, 
and ſhall pitch upon ſome other places 
of Scripture, which no Creature in the 
World but themſelves did ever imagine 
that which they offer to be therein de- 
ſigned. My meaning, Sir, is this : Sup- 
poſe you have a mind to make a Ser- 
mon concerning Epiſcopacy , (as in the 
Jare times there was ſeveral occaſions 
{or it) you mult by no means take any 
place of Scripture that proves or fa- 
vours that kind of Eccl-faſtical Govern: 
ment : For then the Plot will be difco- 
vered, and the People will ſay to them- 
ſelves, we know where to find you, 
you intend to preach about Epiſcopacy. 
Bur you muſt take that of the Ads, 
chap. 16. ver. 30. Sirs, What mnſt I do 
to be ſaved? An abſolute place for Epi- 
ſcopacy, that all Former Divines had idely 
overlook'd: For, Sirs, being in the 
Greek which 1s to fay, in true 
and ſtrict Tranſſation; Lords, what 
wore plain than that of old, Epiſcopacy 
was not only the acknomleared Governe 
ment -; but that Biſhops were formerly Peers 
of the Realm, and ſo ought to fit in the 
: | Fouſe 


[ 8g ] 
Houſe of Lords > Or, ſuppoſe that you 
have a mind to commend to your Peo- 
ple Xingly Government ; you muſt not 
take any place that is plainly to. the 
purpoſe, but that of the Evangeliſt, Seek 
firſt the K. inzdom of God. From which 
Words the Doctrine will plainly be , 
That Monarchy or Kingly Government is 
moſt according to the mind of God. For 
it iS not ſaid, {eek the Parliament of 
God, . the 4rmy of God, or the Com- 
mittee of Safety of God ; but it is, Seek 
the Kingdom of God, And who conld 
exped leſs > Immediately after this the 
King came in, and the Biſhops were re- 
ſtored. Again, Sir, becauſe I would 
willingly be underſtood , ſuppoſe you 
deſign to preach about Ele#ion and Re- 
probation : As for the eighth Chapter to 
the Romans, that's too too well known: 
But rhere's a little private place in the - 
Pſalms that will do the buſineſs as 
well, Pfal. go. ver. 19. 1n the multitude of 
my thoughts within me, thy comforts de- 
light my Soul. The Doctrine which na- 
turally flows from the Words, will be, 
That amoneſt the multituds of Thoughts, 
there is a great thought of Eleition and 
Reprobation, And then away with the 
point 
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point according as the Preacher is in- 
clined. Or, {ſuppoſe laſtly, that you 
were not fully fatisfied that Plaralities 
were lawful or convenient: May I be 
ſo bold, Sir, I pray what Text would 
you chuſe to preach upon againſt Nox- 
reſidents 2 Certainly nothing ever was 
better pick'd than that of - St. Matth. 
chap. 1. ver. 2. Abraham begat Iſaac. 
A clear place againſt Nox-refidents : For 
had Abraham not reſided, but diſconti- 
nued from Sarah his Wife, he could ne- 
ver have begot Tſaac. 

But it is high time, Sr, to make an 
end of their Preaching, leſt you be as 
much tired with the Repetition of it, 
as the people were little benefited when 
they heard it, I ſhall only mind you, 
Sir, of one thing more, and that is, the 
ridiculous, ſenſeleſs and unintended ule, 
which many of them make of Corcor- 
dances. 1 ſhall give you but one In- 
ſtance of it, although I could furniſh 
you with an hundred printed ones. The 
Text, Sir, is this, Galat. chap. 6. ver. 
I5. For in Chriſt Jeſus neither Circum- 

| Ciſion mor Unctircumciſvon availeth an 
thing , but a new Creature, Now, all 


the World know the Meaning of this 
| '72, 
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[ 91 ] 
ro be, that let a Man be of what Na- 
tion he will, Few or Gentile, 1f he a- 
mends his Life, and walks according to 
the Goſpel, he ſhall be accepted with 
God. Burt this is not the way that 
pleaſes them : They mult bring into 
their Sermon, to no purpoſe at all, 
a vaſt Heap of Places of Scripture 
(which the Coxcordance will furniſh them 
with) where the word mew is mention- 
ed : and rhe Obſervation muſt be, That 
God is for new things ; God is for a new 
Creature. St. John chap. 19. ver. 41. 
Now in the place where he was crucified, 
there was a Garden; and in the Garden 
a new Sepulchre, wherein was never man 


yet laid ; there laid they Jeſus. And a- 


gain, St. Mark chap. 16. ver. 17. Chriſt 
tells his Diſciples, That they that are 
true Believers ſhall caſt our Devils, and 
{peak with zew Tongues. And likewiſe 
the Propher teaches us, 7/a. chap. 42. 
ver. IO. Sing unto the Lord a New Song, 
and his praiſe unto the end of the Earth. 
Whence it is plain, that Chrif# is not for 
Old things ; he is not for an Old Sepal- 
chre ; he is not for Old Tongues; he is 
not for an Old Song ; he 1s not for an Old 
Creature ; Chriſt is tor the New Creature - 

| Circumcifion 
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Circumciſron and Uncircumciſion availeth no+ 
thing, but the New Creature. And what do 
we read concerning Sampſon, Judg. 15.15. 
Is it not, that he flew a thouſand of the 
Philiſtines with one New Jaw-hone 2 An 
old one might have killed its Tens, its 
Twenties, its Hundreds ; but it muſt be 
a New Jaw-bone that's able to kill a thou- 
ſand. God is for the New Creature. 

But may not ſome ſay, is God alto- 
gether for »ew things > How comes it a- 
bout then that the Prophet ſays, //a. 
chap. 1. ver. 13, 14. Bring no more vain 
Oblations, &c. your New-Moons and your 
appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth> And a- 
gain, what means that, Dent. chap 32. 
ver. 17, 19 They ſacrificed unto Devils ; 
and to New Gods, whom they knew not ; to 
New Gods that came newly up : And when 
the Lord ſaw it he abhorred them? To 
which I anſwer ; that God indeed is not 
for New-Moons, nor for New-Gods ; but, 
excepting Moons and Gods, he is for new 
things : God is for the New Creature. 

It is poſſible, Sir, that Some-body, 
beſides your ſelf, may be ſo vain as to 
read this Letter; and they may per- 
haps tell you , that there be no ſuch 


filly and uſeleſs People as I have deſcri- 


bed ; 


[ 93 ] 

bed ; and if there be, there be not a- 
bove two or three in a County ; or 
ſhould there be more, it is no ſuch 
complaining matter, {ſeeing that the 
ſame happens in other Profeſſions, in 
Law or Phyfick : In both which, there 
be many a Contemptible Creature. 

Such therefore as cheſe may be plea- 
ſed to know, that if there had been 
need , I could have told them either 
the Book and very Page, almoſt of all 
that has been ſpoken abour Preaching ; 
or elſe the when and where , and the 
Perſon that preached ir. 

As to the ſecond, viz. That the 
Clergy are all mightily furniſhed with 
Learning and Prudence, except Ten, 
Twenty or ſo; I ſhall not {ſay any 
thing my ſelf, becauſe a very great 
Scholar of our Nation ſhall ſpeak for 
me, who rells us, That ſuch Preaching as 
is uſual, is a hindrance of Salvation, ra- 
ther than the means to it. And what he 
intends by «ſzal, I ſhall not here go a- 
bout to explain. 

As to the laſt, I ſhall alſo in ſhort an- 
{wer, That if the Adyancement of true 
Religion, and the eternal Salyation of 
a Man, were no more —— 

| than 
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than he Health of the Body, and the 
ſecurity of his Eſtate, we need not be 
more {olicitous about the Learning and 
Prudence of the Clergy, than of the 
Lawyers and Phyſicians : But being we 
believe it to be otherwiſe, ſurely we 
ought to be more concerned for the 
Reputation and Succeſs of the one than 
of the other. 

I come now, Sir, to the ſecond Part 
that was deſigned, viz. the Poverty of 
{ome of the Clergy : By whoſe mean 
Condition , their ſacred Profeſſion is 
much diſparaged, and their Doctrine 
undervalued. 

What large Proviſions of old, God 
was pleaſed ro make for the Prieſthood, 
and upon what reaſons, is eaſily ſeen 
co any one that looks but into the Bzble. 
The Levites, it 1s true, were left out 
in the Diviſion of the Inheritance ; not 
to their Loſs but to their great tem- 
poral Advantage: for whercas, had 
they been common Sharers with the 
reſt, a Twelfth part only would have 
been their juſt Allowance, God was 
pleaſed to ſettle upon them a Tenth : 
and thar withour any Trouble or 
Charge of Tillage : Which made their 
Pgriion 
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Portion much more conſiderable than 
the rell. | 

And as this proviſion was very boun- 
riful, ſo the reaſons, no queſtion, were 
very divine and ſubſtantial ; Which ſeem 
chiefly to be rheſe two. 

Firſt, that the Prieſthood mught be 
altogether ar leiſure for rhe {ſervice of 
of God, and that they of that Holy 
Order might not be diſtracted with 
the Cares of the World, and inter- 
rupted by every Neighbour's Horſe or 
Cow, that breaks their Hedges or ſhac- 
kles their Corn : Bur that living a kind 
of Spiritual Life, and being removed 
a Little from all Worldly Atiairs, they 
might always be fit to recive Holy In- 
{pirations, and always ready to ſearch 
out the Mind of God, and to adviſe 
and dire the People therein. Not as 
if this divine Exemption of them from 
the Common Troubles and Cares of 
this Life, was intended as an Oppor- 
tunity of Luxury and Lazineſs, for 
certainly there is a Labour beſices dig- 
ging : And there is a true Carcfulnels 
without following the Plough, and 
looking after their Cattel. And ſuch 


was the Employment of thoſe Holy 
| Men 
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Men of old : their Care and Buſineſs 
was to pleaſe God, and to charge 
chemielves with the Welfare of all his 
People : Which thing he that does with 
a good and fatisfied Conſcience, Fl! 
allure you, he has a Task upon him, 
much beyond them that have for their 
care, their hundreds of Oxen, and five 
hundreds of Sheep. 

Another Reaſon that this large Al- 
lowance was made to the Priefts, 
was, that they might be cnabled to re- 
lieve the Poor, to entertain Strangers, 
and thereby ro encourage People in 
the Ways of Godlineſs : For they be- 
ing in a peculiar manner the Servants 
of God, God was pleaſed to entruſt in 
their hands a Portion more than ordi- 
naary of the Good things of the Land, 
as the ſafeſt Store-Houſe and Treaſury 
for ſuch as were in Need. That in 
all Ages therefore, there ſhould be a 
continued tolerable Maintenance for the 
Clergy; the ſame Reaſons, as well as 
many others, make us think to be ve- 
ry neceſſary. Unleſs they'll count Mo- 
ney and Vidctuals to be only Types 
and Shadows, and fo to ceaſe with the 


Ceremonial Law. 
For 
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For where the Miniſtry 1s pinchd, as 
to the toicrabie conveniencies of this Lite, 
the chief of his care ani time muſt be 
ſpent not in an impertinenr conlidering 
Whar Texts of Scripture will be moſt uſe- 
ful for his Pariſh, what Ia{tructions moſt 
{eaſonable, and what Authors beſt to be 
con{ulred : Burthe chief of his thoughts, 
and his main buſitieſs muſt be to ſtudy how 
to live that week 2 where he ihall have 
Bread for his Family : Whoſe Sow has 
lately Pigg'd 2 Whence will come the next 
rejoycing Gooſe, or the next cheerful 
Basker of Apples? How far to Lammas, 
or Offerings ? When ſhall we have ano- 
ther Chriſtening and Cakes, and who is 
likely ro marry or die ? Thete are very 
{eaſonable contiderations, and worchy of 
a man's thoughts. For a Family can't be 
maintain'd by Texts and Contexts: And 
the Child that lies crying in the Cradle, 
will not be ſatisfied withour a little Milk, 
and perhaps Sugar , though there be a 
{mall German Syſtem in the Houle. 

But ſuppoſe he does get into a little 
hole over the Oven, with a Lock to it, 
call'd his Study, rowards the latter end of 
the week (for you muſt know, Sir, there 


are yery few Texts of Scripture, that 
| G can 
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can be divided, at ſooneſt, before Friday 
night ; and ſome there be that will nevet 
be divided. but upon S»day morning, and 
that not very early, bur cither a little be- 
fore rhey go, or in going to Church : ) I 
fay, ſuppoſe the Gentleman gets thus into 
his Study : one may very near gueſs, 
what is his firſt thought when he comes 
there,viz. that the laſt Kilderkin of Drink 
is near departed ; and that he has bur one 
poor ſingle Groat in the Houſe, and there's 
Judgment and Execution ready to come 
out againſt it, for Milk and Eggs. Now, 
Sir, can any man think that one thus 
rack'd, and tortured, can be ſeriouſly in- 
tent half an hour to contrive any thing 
char might be of real adyantage to his 
people 2 Beſides, perhaps that week he 
has met with ſome diſmal croſſes and un- 
doing misfortunes. There was a ſcurvy 
condition'd Mole that broke into his Pa- 
ſture, and plough'd up the belt part of 
lis Glebe : and a little after that, came a 
couple of ſpightful ill favour'd Crows, 
and trampl'd down the little remaining 
Graſs: Another day, having but four 
Chickens, {weep comes the Kite, and 
carries away the farteſt and hopefulleſt 
of all the Brood, Then after all rhis 
came 
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came the Jack-Daws and Starlings (idle 
Birds that they are !) and they ſcattered 
and carried away from his thin thatch'd 
Houſe, forty or fifry of the beſt Straws- 
And to make him compleatly unhappy, 
after all theſe atilictions, another day, 
that he had a pair of Breeches on, coming 
over a perverle Stile, he ſuffered very 
much in carelefly lifting over his Leg. 
Now, what Parifh: can be ſo inconſiderate 
and unreaſonable, as ro look for any 
thing . from one; whoſe phanſie is thus 
check'd, and whoſe underſtanding is thus 
ruffled and diſordered. They may as ſoon 
expect comfort and conſolation from him 
thar lies rack'd with the Gout and Stone, 
as from a Divine thus broken and ſhat- 
rerd in his. Fortunes. 

But.we'll grant, that he meets not with 
any of theſe ſuch frightful difaſters, bur 
that he goes into his Study with a Mind 
as calm as the Eyening : For all thar, 
upon Sunday, we fauſt be content even 
with what God ſhall pleaſe to ſend us. 
For as for Books, he is (for want of mo- 
ny) {o moderately furniſh'd, that except 
it be a ſmall Gezcva Bible, ſo ſmall, as it 
will not be deſired to lie open of it ſelf, 
rogether with a certain Concordance there- 
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unto belonging ; as allo a Book for all 
kind of Latin Sentences, called Polyan- 
hea, with ſome Expoſition upon the Cate- 
chiſm (a Portion of which is to be got by 
heart, and to be pur off for his own;) 
Wl and perhaps Mr.Cary/ upon Pineda, Mr.Dod 
[Pig upon the Commandments, and Mr.Clark's 

"i Lives of famous men, both in Church and 
State ; ſuch as Mr. Carter of Norwich, that 
uſes to eat ſuch abundance of Pudden: 
Beſides, I fay, theſe, there is ſcarce any 
thing to be found bur a budger of old 
ſtitch'd Sermons, hung up behind the 
door, with a few broken Girts, two or 
three yards of Whipcord, and perhaps a 
Saw and a Hammer, to prevent dilapi- 
dations. Now, what may not a Divine 
do, though but of ordinary Parts, and 
unhappy Education, with ſuch learned 
helps and aſliftances as theſe? No Vice 
{urely durſt ftand before him, and Here- 
ſie atfront him. | 
| And furthermore, Sir, it is to be con- 
4! {idered, that he that is bur thus meanly 
| provided for, it is not his only infelicity 
that he has neither Time, Mind, nor 
Books, to improve himlelf for the inward 
benefit and farisfaftion of his People, 
bur aiſo that he is not capable of do- 
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ang that outward good amongſt the 
needy, which 1s a great Ornament to 
that holy Profeſſion, and a confiderable 
advantagetowards the having his Doctrine 
believed and practiſed in a degenerate 
World. And that which augments the 
miſery, whether he be able or not, it is 
expected from him. If their comes 'a 
Brief to Torn, for the Minifter to caſt in 
his Mite, will not {fatisfie, unleſs he can 
create ſix pence or a ſhilling ro pur into 
the Box, for a ſtale to decoy in the reſt 
of the Pariſh: Nay, he' thar has bur 
twenty or thirty pounds per anzum, if he 
bids not up as high as rhe beſt in the 
Pariſh inall acts of Charity, he is counted 
carnal and carthlyminded, only becauſe 
he durſt not coin, and cannot work Mi- 
racles. And let there come never {o ma- 
ny Beggars, half of theſe I'll ſecure you, 
ſhall prelently enquire for the Minitter's 
Houle: For God, ſay they, certainly 
' dwells there, and has laid up for us {uth- 
cient relicf. 

I know many of the Laity are uſually 
{o extremely render of the {pirirual wel- 
fare of the Clergy, thar they are apt to 
wiſh them but very {mall temporal goods, 
leſt their inward face ſhould be in dan- 
Ser, (a thing they necd not much _ 
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fince that effeftual humiliation of F7eary 
the Eighth.) For, ſay they, the great 
Tithes, large Glebes, good Vidtuals and 
warm Cloths, do but 'puft up the Prief, 
making him fat, foggy, and uſeleſs, and 
fill him with pride, vain-glory, and all 
kind of inwars wickedneſs, and pernicious 
corruption. We ſee this plain, ſay they, 
in the Whore of Batylon : To what a de- 
gree of Luxury and Intemperance (beſides 
a great deal of falſe DoQtrine ) have 
Riches and Honour raiſed up that Stram- 
pet > How does ſhe ſtrut it, and ſwag- 
ger it over all the World, terrifying 


Princes, and deſpiſing Kings and Em- 


perors? The Clergy, if ever we' would 
expett any cdification from them, ought 
to: be dieted and kept low, to be meek 
and humble, quiet, and ſtand in need of 
2 Pot of Milk from their next Neigh- 
bour, and always be very loth to ask for 
cheir very right, for fear of making any 
diſturbance in the Parith, or ſeeming tro 
underſtand, or have any retpcd for this 
vile' and ' outward World. Under the 
Lmw inde}, in thoſe o!d times of dark- 
neſs and cating, the Prieſts had their fir(t 
ana f{ccond Dithes, their Milk and Ho- 
ncy, their Manna and Quails, rheir out- 
ware al'o ang mward Veoltments : But 
> | | NOW 
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now under the Goſpel, and in times of 
Light and Faſting, a much more ſparing 
Diet is fitter, and a ſingle Coat, though 
it be never fo ancient and thin is fully 
ſufficient. We muſt now look, fay they, 
(if we would be better for them) for a 
hardy and labouring Clergy, that is mor- 
tified ro a Horſe, and all ſuch pampering 
vanities, and that can foot it five or ſix 
miles in the dirt, and Preach till ſtar- 
light for as many ſhillings ; as allo a ſo- 
ber and temperate Clergy, that will not 
eat {ſo much as the Laity, but that the 
leaſt Pig, and the leaſt Sheaf , and the 
leaſt of every thing, may ſatisfie their Spi- 
ritualſhips. And belides; a Mony-re- 
nouncing Clergy, that can abſtain from 
ſecing a peny a month together, unleſs 
it be when the Co/lefors, and YViſttationers 
come. Theſe are all Goſpe-diſpenſati- 
ons, and great inſtances of Patience, 
Contentedneſs, and reſignation of Aﬀe- 
ions ; toall the emprinelies and fooleries 
of this life. 

Bur, cannot a Clergy-man clulſe rather 
to lie upon Feathers than an Hardle, but 
he mult be idle, ſoft, and effeminare ? 
May he not deſire wholeſome Food, and 
freſh Drink, unleſs he be a Cheat, a Hye 
1 G 4 pocrige 
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cheir very right, for fear of 'making any 
diſturbance in the Parith, or ſeeming to 
underſtand, or have any retpet for this 
vile and ' outward World.' Under the 
Lmw indeed, in thoſe old times of dark- 
neſs and cating, the Prieſts had their firſt 
ana fccond Dithes, their Milk and Ho- 
ncy, their Manaa and Quails, their out- 
ward al/o ang inward Veltments : But 
_ | | NOW 


[ 103 ] 

now under the Goſpel, and in times of 
Light and Faſting, a much more ſparing 
Diet is fitter, and a ſingle Coat, though 
ir be never ſo ancient and thin is fully 
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(if we would be better for them) for a 
hardy and labouring Clergy, that is mor- 
tified ro a Horſe, and all ſuch pampering 
vanities, and that can foot it five or ſix 
miles in the dirt, and Preach till ar- 
light for as many ſhillings ; as alſo a ſo- 
ber and temperate Clergy, that will not 
eat ſo much as the Laity, but that the 
leaſt Pig, and the leaſt Sheaf , and the 
leaſt of every thing, may latisfic their Spi- 
ritualſhips. And beſides; a Mony-re- 
nouncing Clergy, that can abſtain from 
{zcing a peny a month together, unleſs 
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ons, and great inſtances of Patience, 
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pocrite and an Impoſtor 2 and muſt he 
needs be yoid of all Grace, though he has 
a ſhilling in his Purſe after the Rates be 
croſs'd? And full of pride and vani- 
ty, though his Houle ſtands not upon 
Crutches, and though his Chimney is to 
be {cen a foot above the Thatch ? Oh, 
how prettily and remperately may half a 
{core children be maintained with almoſt 
Twenry pounds per anzum ! What a hand- 
{ome ſhift. a poor ingenious and frugal 
Divins will make, to take it by turns, 
and wear a Catlock one year, and a pair 
of Breeches another 2 What a becomin 
thing 1s it, for him that ſerves at the Al- 
tar, ro fill the Dung-Cart in dry wea- 
ther, and to heat the Oven, and pill 
Hemp in wet? And what a pleaſant ſight 
iS it, to ſee the man of God fetching up 
his ſingle Melancholy Cow, from a ſmall 
rib of Land that 1s ſcarce to found with- 
out a Guide? Or to be ſeated upon a ſoft 
ani well grinded Pouch of Meal? Or ro 
be planted upon a Pannier with a pair of 
Geele, or Turkies, bobbing out their 
heads from under his Canonical Coat, as 
you cannot bur remember rhe Man, Sir, 
that was thus accomplith'd 2 Or to find 
him raving about the Yards, or keeping 
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his Chamber cloſe, becauſe the Duck 
lately miſcarried of an Egg, or that the 
never-failing Hen has unhappily forſaken 
her wonted Neſt? 

And now, ſhall we think that ſuch Em- 
ployments as thele can any way confiſt 
with due reverence, or tolerable reſpe&t 
from a Pariſh? And he ſpeaks altogether 
at a venture, that either {ays that this is 
falſe, or, at leaſt it need not be {o, not- 
withſtanding the mean condition of {ome 
of the Clergy. For let any one make it 
out to me, which way it 1s poſlible, 
that a Man ſhall be able to maintain 
perhaps eight or ten in his Family, with 
twenty or thirty Pounds per annum, With- 
out a molt intolerable dependence upon 
his Pariſh, and without committing him- 
{elf to {uch vileneſs, as will in all likeli- 
hood, render him contemptible ro his 
People. Now, where the In-come 15 ſo 
pittifully ſmall (which II afſure you, is 


the Portion of hundreds of the Clergy 


of this Nation) which way ſhall he man- 
age it for the {ubſiſtence of himſelf, and 
his Family ? If he keeps the Glebe in his 
own hand (which he may ealily do, al- 
molt in the hollow of it) whar increale 


£an he expe from a couple of Apple- 


Trees, 
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Trees, a brood of Ducklings, a Hemp- 
land, and as much Paſture as is juſt able 
ro Summer a Cow ? And as for his Tithes, 
he either Rents them our to a Lay-man, 
who will be very unwilling to be his 
Tenant, unleſs he may be ſure to fave by 
the Bargain ar leaſt a third part : Or elſe 
he compounds for them; and then as for 
his mony, he ſhall have it when all rhe 
reſt of the World be paid. But if he 
thinks fit to take his Dues in Kind, he 
then either demands his true and utmoſt 
Right; and if fo, it is a great hazard if 
he be not counted a Catterpiller, a Muck- 
worm, a very Earthly-minded Man, and 
roo much ſighted into this lower World ; 
which was made, as many of the Laity 
think, altogether for themſelves : Or elle 
he muſt tamely commit himſelf to thar 
little Daſs of the Creature, that ſhall be 
pleaſed to be proportioned, out unto him; 
Chulſing rather to flarve in peace and qui- 
ctnels, than to gain his right by noiſe 
and viſturbance ; The beſt of all rheſe 
ways that a Clergy-man ſhall think fit for 
his Preferment ta be manag d, where it 
is ſo {mall, are ſuch, as will undoubtedly 
make him either to be hated and reviled, 
vr elle pitifully poor and dileſteemed. 
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But has it not gone very hard in all 
Ages with the Men of God 2 Was not 
our Lorxdand Maſter, our Great and Yizh 
Prieſt ; and was not his fare low, and his 
life full of trouble? And was not the 
condition of moſt of his Diſciples very 
mean ? Were not they notably pinch'd, 
and ſeverely treated after him ? And is it 
not the Duty of every Chriſtian ro imi- 
tate ſuch holy Patterns : but eſpecially of 
the Clergy, who are to be ſhining Lights 
and viſible Examples, and therefore ro 
be ſatisfied with a very little Morltel, 
and to renounce ten times as much of 
the World as other People ? And is not 
Patience better than the great Tithes, and 
Contentedneſs to be preferred before large 
Fees and Cuſtoms ? Is there any compa- 
riſon between the expectation of a cring- 
ing Bow, or a low Hat, and mortitica- 
tion to all ſuch Vanities and Fopperies ; 
eſpecially with thoſe who, in a peculiar 
manner, hope to receive their Inheri- 
rance, and make their Harveſt inthe next 
life 2 This was well thought of indeed : 
bur for all thar, if you pleale, Sir, we will 
conſider a little ſome of thoſe remarkable 
Inconveniencies,that do moſt undoubtedly 
attend upon the Miniſters being la meanly 
provided for. | bs Firlt 


en 
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Firſt of all, the holy Men of God, or 
the Miniſtry in general, hereby is diſc- 
ſteemed, and rendred of {mall account. 
For though they be called the Mex of God, 
yet when it 15 obſerved, that God ſeems 
to take bur little care of them in making 
them tolerable Proviſions for this Life, or 

' that Men arc ſutlered ro take away thar 
which God was pleaſed to provide for 
them, the People are preſently apt to 
think, that they belong to God no more 
than ordinary folks, if {o much. And 
although it 15 nor to be queſtion'd but 
that the laying on of Hands is a moſt 
Divine Inſtitution ; yer 1t 1s not all the 
Biſhops Hands in the World, laid upon a 
Man, if he be cither notoriouſly igno- 
rant, or diimally poor, that can procure 
him any hearty and laſting reſped&t. For 
chough we find that ſome of the Diſciples 
of Chriſt, that carried on and eſtabliſhed 
the great deligns of the Goſpel, were 
Perſons of ordinary Employments and 
Education; yet we fee little reaſon to 
think that Miracles ſhould be continued 
to do that, which natural endeavours, 
a{lifted by the Spirit of God, are able to 
perform. And if Chriff were {till upon 
Larth to make Bread for {uch as are his 
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peculiar Servants, and Declarers of his 
Mind and Doctrine, the Laity, if they 
pleaſe, ſhould ear up all the Corn them- 
{elyes, as well the tenth tſheaf. as the o- 
ther ; but ſeeing it 1s otherwite and that 
that Miraculous Power was not left ro 
the facceeding Clergy ; for them to beg 
rheir Bread or depend for their ſubſi- 
ſtence upon the good pleaſure and hu- 
mour of their Parith, is a thing thar ren- 
ders that holy Office very much lighted, 
and diſregarded. 

Thar Conſtitution therefore of our 
Church was a moit prudent deſign ; that 
ſays, that all who are Ordain'd, ſhall be 
Ordain'd vo ſomewhat; Not Ordain'd ar 
random, to Preach in general to the 
whole World, as they travel up and 
down the Road, but to this or that par- 
ticular Pariſh. And no queſtion the rea- 
{on was to prevent Spiritual-Pedling, and 
gadding up and down the Country with 
a bag of trifling and inſignificant Ser- 
mons ; enquiring, who will buy any Do- 
Atrine 2 So that no more might be recei- 
ved into Holy Orders, rhan the Church 
had proviſion for. Bur {ſo very little 15 
this regarded, that if a young Divinty- 
intender has but got a Sermon of his own, 
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to take bur little care of them in making 


them tolerable Proviſions for this Life, or 


' that Men arc ſuffered ro take away that 


which God was pleaſed to provide for 
them, the People are preſently apt to 
think, that they belong to God no more 
than ordinary folks, if {ſo much. - And 
although it 15 nor to be queſtion'd but 
that the laying on of Hands is a moſt 
Divine Inſtitution ; yer it 1s not all the 
Biſhops: Hands in the World, laid upon a 
Man, if he be either notoriouſly igno- 
rant, or difmally poor, that can procure 
him any hearty and laſting reſpect. For 
chough we find that ſome of the Diſciples 
of Chriſt, that carried on and eſtabliſhed 
the great deligns of the Goſpel, were 
Perſons of ordinary Employments and 
Education; yet we ſee little reaſon to 
think that Miracles ſhould be continued 
to do that, which natural endeavours, 
ailifted by the Spirir of God, are able to 
perform. And if Chriſt were {till upon 
Earth ro make Bread for ſuch as are his 
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peculiar Servants, and Declarers of his 
Mind and Dodtrine, the Laity, if they 
pleaſe, ſhould eat up all the Corn them- 
{elyes, as well the tenth tſheaf. as the o- 
ther ; but ſeeing it 15 otherwite and that 
that Miraculous Power was not left to 
the ſucceeding Clergy ; for them to beg 
rheir Bread or depend for their ſubſi- 
ſtence upon the good pleaſure and hu- 
mour of their Parith, is a thing that ren- 
ders that holy Office very much lighted, 
and diſregarded. 

Thar Conſtitution therefore of our 
Church was a moiſt prudent deſign ; that 
ſays, that all who are Ordain'd, ſhall be 
Ordain'd to ſomewhar; Not Ordain'd at 
random, to Preach in general to the 
whole World, as they travel up and 
down the Road, but to this or that par- 
ticular Pariſh. And no queſtion the rea- 
{on was to prevent Spiritual-Pedling, and 
gadding up and down the Country with 
a bag of trifling and inſignificant Ser- 
mons ; enquiring, who will buy any Do- 
Qtrine ? So that no more might be recei- 
ved into Holy Orders, rhan the Church 
had proviſion for. Burt {ſo very little is 
this regarded, thar if a young Divinity- 
intender has'but got a Sermon of his own, 
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or of his Father's, although he knows 
not where to get a Meals Meat, or one 
peny of Mony by his Preaching, yet he 
gets a Qualification from ſome Benefic'd 
Man or other, who perhaps is no more 
able to keep a Curate, than I am to keep 
ren Foot-Boys, and ſo he is made a 
Preacher. And upon this account I have 
known an ordinary Divine, whole Living 
would bur juſt keep himſelf and his Fa- 
mily from Melancholy and Deſpair, 
ſhroud under his protection as many C#- 
rats, as the beſt Nobleman in the Land 
has Chaplains. Now, many ſuch as theſe 
90 into Orders againſt the Sky falls ; fore- 
{eeing no more likelyhood of any Pre- 
ferment coming to them, than you or I 
do of being Secretaries of State. Now, 
{o often as any ſuch as theſe; for want of 
Maintenance, are put to any unworthy 
and diſgraceful ſhifts, this reflects diſpa- 
ragement upon all that Order of Holy 
Men. 

And we mult have a great care of com- 
paring our {mall preferr'd Clergy with 
thoſe but of the like fortune in the 
Chureh of Rome, they having many Arts 
and Devices of gaining: Reſpe and Re- 
Vverence to their Office, which we count 
neither 
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tieither juſt, nor wartantable. We deſign 
no more than to be in a likely capacity 
of doing good, and diſcrediting our Re- 
ligion, nor ſuffering the Goſpel to be diſ- 
eſteemed : Bur their aim is clearly, not 
only by Cheats, contrivd Tales and 
feigned Miracles, to ger Mony in abun- 
dance ; bur ro be worthipped, almoſt dei- 
fied, 1s as little as they will contentthem- 
{elves withal. For, how can it be, bur 
that the People belonging to a Church, 
wherein the Supreme Governour 1s bes 
lieved never to err, either purely by ver- 
tue of his own ſingle Wiſdom, or by the 
help of his Inſpiring Chair, or by the a(- 
ſiſtance of his little Infallible Cardinals, 
(for it matters not where the root of nor 
being miſtaken lies) I ſay, how can it be, 
but that all that are Believers of {uch ex- 
traordinary knowledge, mult needs ſtand 
in moſt direful awe, not only of the fore- 
ſaid Supreme, but of all that adhere to 
him, or are in any Ghoſtly Authority un- 
der him? And although it ſo happens, 
that this ſame extraordinary knowing 
Perfon 1s pleaſed to trouble himſelf with a 
good large proportion of this vile and 
contemptible World, ſo that ſhould he 
now and then, upon ſome odd and — 
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day, count himſelf Mortal, and be a lir- 
tle miſtaken; yet he has chanced to 
make ſuch a comfortable provition for 
himſelf and his followers, that he muſt 
needs be ſufficiently valued and honoured 
amongſt all : But had he bur juſt enough 
to keep himſelf from catching cold, and 
ſtarving, ſo long as he is inveſted with 
{uch ſpiritual Sovereignty, and ſuch a pe- 
culiar priviledge of being Infallible, moſt 
certainly, without quarrelling, he takes 
the Road of all Mankind, 

And as for the molt inferior Prieſts of 
all, alchough rhey pretend nor to {uch per- 
fection of knowledge, yet there be many 
extraordinary things, which they are be- 
lieved to be able ro do, which beger in 
People a moſt venerable reſpect towards 
them ; {ſuch 1s the power of Making God 
in the Sacrament; a thing that mult infal- 
libly procure an infinite admiration of 
him that can do it, tho he fcarce knows 
the Ten Commandments, and has . not a 
farthing to buy himſelf Bread. And then 
when Chrift is made, their giving but half 
of him to the Laity, is a thing alſo, if 
it be minded, that will very much help 
on the buſineſs, and make rhe People 
ſtand at a greater diſtance from the Cler- 
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gy. I might inſtance likewiſe ini their Au- 
ricular Confeſſions, injoyning of Penance; 
forgiving tins, making of Saints, freeing 
People from Purgatory,and many (uch uſe- 
ful Tricks they have, and Wonders they 
can do, to draw in the forward believing 
Laity into a moſt Right-Worſhipful Opi- 
nion, and Honourable Eſteem of them. 
And therefore iceing our Holy Church of 
England counts it not juit, nor warrant- 
able thus to cheat the World, by belying 
the. Scriptures, and by making uſe of 
{uch falſhood and ſtratagems to gain re- 
ſpe and reverence, it behoyes us cer- 
tainly to with for, and endeavour all ſuch 
means 4s are uſeful and lawful, for the 
obtaining the ſame. 

I might here, I think, conveniently add, 
that though many -preferments  amongft 
the Clergy of Rowe may pollibly *Be-as 
{ſmall as tome of ours in Exglaid, yet we 
are to be put in mind of one more excel- 
lent Contrivance of theirs; and that is 
che denyal of Marriage to Prieſts, where- 
by they are freed from the Expences of a 
Family; and a train of young Children, 
that upon my word, will ſoon ſuck up 
the Milk of a Cow or two, and prind 


in pieces a few Sheaves of Corn. The 
| H Church 
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Church of England therefore thinking ir 
not fir to oblige their Clergy to a ſingle 
life, and I ſ{uppole are not likely to alter 
their Opinion, unleſs they receive better 
reaſons for it from Rome, than have been 
as yet {ent over; he makes a compariſon 
very wide from the purpoſe, that goes a- 
bour to try the Livings here in England, 
by thoſe of the Church of Rome + There 
being nothing more frequent in our 
Church, than for a Clergy-man to have 
three or four Children to get Bread for, 
by thar time one in theirs ſhall beallowed 
to go into Holy Orders. 

There is {wu one thing remaining, 
which ought not to be forgotten (a thing 
that is ſometimes urged, I know, by the 
Papiſts, for the ſingle life of the Prieſts) 
thar does much allo leſſen the Eſteem of 
our Miniſtery ; and that is, the poor and 
contemptible Employment that many 
Children of the Clergy are forced upon, 
by reaſon of the meanneſs of their Fathers 
Revenue. Ir has happend, I know, ſome- 
times, that whereas it has pleaſed God to 
beſtow upon the Clergy-man a very ſuf- 
ficient Income ; yer ſuch has been his care- 
leſneſs, as that he hath made bur piriful 
proviſions for his Childrey. And on the 
other 
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ſide, notwithſtanding all the good care 
ind rhoughtfulneſs of the Father, ir has 
happen'd at other times that the Children, 
cyond the power of ail advice, have 
ſeemed to be refolved for Debauchery ; 
but co ſee Clergy-mens Children con- 
demn'd to the walking of Horſes, to 
wait upon a Tapſter, or the like, and 
thar only becauſe their Father, was nor 
able to allow them- a more gentile Egu- 
cation, are ſuch Employments thar cati- 
not but bring great diſgrace and diſhonour 
upon the Clergy. 

But this is riot all the inconvenience that 
attends the ſmall Income, the Portion of 
ſome Clergy-men; for beſides that the 
Clergy in general is diſeſteemed, they are 
likely alſo to do bur little good in their 
Pariſh. For it isa hard matter for the Peo- 
ple to believe that he talks any thing to 
the purpoſe, that wants ordinary Food for 
his Family; and that his 'Advice and Ex- 
poſition can come from above, that is 
ſcarce defended againſt the Weather. | 
have heard a travelling poor Man beg 
with very good Reaſon and a great ſtream 
of ſcaſonable Rhetorick, and yet it has 
been very little minded , becauſe his 


Cloaths were torn, or ar leaſt out of 
H 2 Faſhion: 
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Faſhion : And on the other ſide, I haye 
hcard but an ordinary ſaying, procceding 
from a fine Suit, and a good luſty Title 
of Honour, highly admired ; which would 
not poſſibly have been hearken'd to, had 
it been uttered by a meaner Perſon ; yer 
by all means, becaulzt it was a Phanſte of 
his VWorſhips, it muſt be counted high, and 
notably expretſed. If indeed this world 
were made of ſincere and pure beaten 
Vertue, like the Gold of the firſt Age, 
than ſuch idle and fond prejudices would 
be a very vain{uppoſal - and the Doctrine 
that proceeded from the moſl tattered and 


contemptible Habit, and the molt ſparing. 


Dict, would be as acceptable as that 
which floweth from a Silken Caſlock, 
and che beſt chear : Bur {ceing the World. 
is not abſolutely perfeR, it is to be que- 
ſioncd, whether he that runs upon Truſt 
for every Ounce of Proviſion he ſpends 
in his Family, can {carce look. from his: 


Pulpit into any Seat of the Church, bur 


that he {pics ſome body or other that heis 
beholden to, and depends upon; and for 
want of mony has icarce confidence to 
{pcak handiomely to his Sextor ; it 1s to 


' be queſtion'd, I fay, whether one thus 


deſti- 


| Fe” | 
deſtitute of all tolerable ſubſiſtence, and 
thus ſhattered and diſtracted with moſt 
neceſlary Cares, can cither invent with 
diſcretion, or utter with courage any 
thing that may be beneficial ro his People, 
whereby they may become his diligent at- 
tenders, and hearty reſpefters. 

And as the People do almoſt reſolve a- 
gainſt being amended, or bertered by thar 
Miniſters Preaching, whole circumitances, 
42S to this life, are {o bad, and his condi- 
tion {o low ; ſo likewiſe 1s their Devyoti- 
on very cool, and indifferent in hearing, 
from ſuch a one, the Prayers of the 
Church. The Divine-ſervice , all the 
World know, is the ſame, if read in the 
molt magnificent Cathedral, orin the moſt 
private Parlour ; Or, if performed by the 
Archbiſhop himſelf, or by the meaneſt of 
his Prieſts : But as the ſolemnity of rhe 

lace, beſides the Confſecration of it to 
God Almighty, do much influence upon 
the Devotion of the People : fo alſo rhe 
quality and condition of the perſon that 
reads it. And although there be not that 
acknowledged difference between a Prieft 
comfortably provided for, and him that is 
in the Thorns and Bryars, as there is be- 
| er 3 rwWCeen 
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tween one placed in great Dignity and 
Authority, and one that is in leſs; yer 
ſuch a difference the People will make, 
that they will ſcarce hearken to what is 
read by rhe one, and yet be moſt religi- 
ouſly attentive to the other. Not ſurely 
that any one can think, that he whoſe 
countenance is chearly, and his Barns full, 
can petition Heaven more effectually, or 
prevail with God for the forgiveneſs of a 
oreater ſin, than he who is pittifully pale, 
and is not owner of an Far of Corn : yet 
moſt certainly they do not delight to con- 
fels their Sins, and ſing Praiſes to God 
with him, who ſighs more for want of 
Mony and Victuals, than for his Treſ- 
paſies and Offences. Thus it is, and will 


be, do you and I (Sir) what we can to 


the contrary. Did our Church indeed be- 
lieve, with the Papi/?s, every perſon right- 
fully ordained, to be a kind of God Al- 
mighty, working Miracles and doing 
Wonders ; then would People moſt readi- 
ly proſtrate themſelves to every thing to 
holy Orders, though it could but juſt 
creep: But being our Church counts 
thoſe of the Clergy to be but mortal 
Men ( though peculiarly dedicated ro 
God and his Service) their ES. 
their 
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their condition and circumſtances of life 
will neceſſarily come into our value, and 
eſteem of them. And therefore it is to 
no purpoſe for men to ſay, that this nced 
not be; it being but mere prejudice, hu- 
mour and phantie : and that if the Man 
be truly in Holy Orders, that's the grear 
matter: And from thence come Blefiings, 
Abſolution, and Interceſſion through 
Chriſt with God : And that it is not Phi- 
loſophy, Languages, Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory, Pru- 
dence, Diſcretion, and Reputation, by which 
the Miniſter can help us on towards 
Heaven : Notwithſtanding this, I ſay a- 
gain, that ſceing Men arc Men, and ſee- 
ing that we are of the Church of Eng- 
layd, and not of that of Rowe, theſe 
things ought ro be weighed and contfi- 
dered; and for want of being ſo, our 
Church of England has ſuffered much. 

And I am almoſt confident, that ſince 
the Reformation, nothing has more hin- 
dred People from a jult eſtimation of a 
Form of Prayzr, and our ZZoly Liturgy, 
than employing a company of Boys, or 
old illiterate Mumblers, to read the Ser- 
vice. And I do verily believe thatat this 


_ very day, eſpecially in Citics and Corpo» 


rat{ons, (which make up the third part of 
H 4 Gur 
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our Nation) there is nothing that docs 
more keep back ſome diflatisfied People 
from Church, till Service be over, than 
that it is read by ſome Ten or Twelve- 
pound-man, with whoſe Parts and Edu- 
cation they are {o well acquainted, as to 
have reaſon to know, that he has but juſt 
skill cnough to read the Leſſons with 
twice conning over. And though the 
Office of the Reader, be only ro read 
word for word, and neither to invent 
and expound ; yet People love he ſhould 
bea Perion of ſuch worth and knowledge, 
as it may be {uppoicd he underſtands 
what he reads. And although for {ome 
it were too burthen{ſomea task to read the 
Service twice a day, and Preach as often ; 
yet certainiy it were much better it the 
People had bur one Sermon in a fortnight 
or month, {o the Service was performed 
by a knowing and valuable Perſon, than 
to run an unlcarned rout of contcmptible 
People inro Hoiy Orders, on purpolc 
only to fay rhe Prayers, of the Church, 
who perhaps ſhall underſtand very litrle 
more tian a nollow Pipe made of Lin OL 

Wainſcor. 
Neither 6 do I here at all refle upon Ca- 
thedrals ; Where the Prayers are uſually 
read 
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read by ſome grave and worthy Perſon : 
and as for the unlearned Singers, whether 
Boys or Men, there is no more complaint 
to be made, as to this Caſe, than that 
they have not an all-underſtanding Organ, 
or a prudent and diſcreet Cornet. 

Neither need People be afraid that the 
Miniſter for want of Preaching ſhould 
grow {tiff and ruſty, ſuppoſing he came 
not into the Pulpit every week : for he 
may ſpend his time very honeſtly, either 
by taking better care of what he Preaches, 
and by {eriouſly conſidering what is moſt 
uſeful and ſtaſonable for the People ; and 
not what Snbject he can Preach upon with 


molt caſe, or upon what Text he can 


make a brave Specch, for which no body 
ſhall be better, or where he can belt {teal 
without being diſcover'd, as 1s the pra- 
tice of many Divines in private Pariſhes: 
or elſe he may ſpend it in viſiting the 
Sick, inſtructing the Ignorant, and re- 
covering ſuch as are gone aſtray : For, 
though rhere be Churches built for pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, for publick Inſtruction, 
and Exhortation: and though there be 
not many abſolutely plain places of Scri- 
pture that do oblige the Miniſter to walk 
from Houſe ro Houle, yer certainly _ 
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ple might receive much more advantage 
from ſuch charitable Viſits and friendly 
Conferences, than from general Diſcour- 
ſes levelFd at the whole World ; where 
perhaps the greateſt part of the time ſhall 
be ſpent in uſeleſs Prefaces, Dividings and 
Flouriſhings. Which thing is very practi- 
cable, excepting ſome vaſt Pariſhes : In 
which alſo it is much better to do good 
to ſome than to none at all. 
There 1s but one Calamity more that I 
ſhall menrion, which though it need not 
abl{oJutely, yer it does too frequently ac- 
company the low condition of many of 
the Clergy : And thar 1s, it is a great ha- 
zard, if they be not idle, zntemperate and 
ſcandalous. I ſay, Icannot prove it ſtrictly 
and undenyably that a man {mally bene- 
ficed, muſt of neceſſity be diſſolute and 
debauched : but when we conſider, how 
much he lies ſubject ro the humour of all 
kind of Reprobates ; and how eaſily he 
is rempted from his own Houſe of Poyerty 
and Melancholly ; it is ro be feared, that 
he will be willing too often to forlake his 
own Study of a few {curvy Books, and his 
own Habitation of Darkneſs, where there 
is ſeldom eating or drinking, for a good 
Hohrſome one, where there is a bountiful 
| provi- 
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proviſion of both. And when he comes 
here, though he {wears not ar all, yet he 
mult be ſure to {ay nothing to them that 
do it, by all that they can think of: And 
though he judges it not fitto lead the Fore- 
lorn in Vice and Prophaneneſs ; yer, if 
he goes about to damp a Frolick, there 
is great danger, not only of loſing his 
Sunday Dinner, but all opportunities of ſuch 
future refreſhments, for his niceneſs and 
{queamiſhneſs. And ſuch asare bur art all 
diſpoſed to theſe lewd kind of Meetings, 
beſides the Devil, he ſhall have follicitors 
enough, who count all ſuch revelling oc- 
caſions,very unſavoury, and unhallowed, 
unleſs they have the preſence of ſome 
Clergy man to ſanctifie rhe Ordinance : 
Who, if he ſticks at his Glaſs, bleſs him, 
and call him but De@or, and it ſlides pre- 
(ently. I take no delight, I muſt con- 
fels, to inſiſt upon this, but only I could 
very much wiſh that ſuch of our Go- 
vernous, as go amongſt our ſmall pre- 
ferr'd Clergy, totake a view of the Con- 
dition of the Church and Chancel, that 
they would make but enquiry whether 
the Miniſter himſelf be not much out of 
repair, 
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[ 124 }] 
I have now done, Sir, with the Grounds 
of that diſcſteem that many of the Clergy 
lie under both by the /znorance of ſome, 
and the extreme Poverty of others ; And I 
ſhould have troubled you no farther but 
that I thought it convenient not to omit 
the particular occaſions that do concur to 
the making up of many of our Clergy (o 

pitifully poor and contemptible. - 
_ Thefirſt thing that contribures much to 


the Poverty of the Clergy, is the great 


fearcity of Livings : Churches and Chappels 
we have enough, it is to be confeſſed, if 
compared with the bigneſs of our Nat7oz : 
But in reſpect of that infinite number thar 
are in Holy Orders, itisa very plain caſe, 
that there is a very great want. Ani, Iam 
confident that in a very little time I could 
procure hundreds that ſhould ride both 
Sunand Moon down, and beeverlaſtingly 
yours, if you could help them but to a 
Living of Twenty five, or Thirty Pounds 
a ycar: And this I ſuppoſe to be chiefly 
occaſioned upon thele two accounts ; et- 
ther from the Eazerneſs and Ambition thar 
{ome People have of going into Orders ; or 
frora the refuze of others into the Church ; 
who being otherwiſe diſappointed of a 
Livelihood, hope, to make lure of one by 
chat means. Firſt, 
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Fieſt, Iſay, that which encreaſes the un- 
provided for number of the Clergy, is 
People poſting into Orders, before they 
know their Meſlage or Buſineſs, only out 
of a cerrain kind of Pride and Ambition. 
Thus ſome are hugely in love with the 
meer Title of Priett, or Deacon ; never 
conſidering how they ſhall live, or what 
good they are likely ro do in their Office : 
but only they have a phanſie that a Caſ- 
{ock, if it be made long, is a very hand- 
fom Garment, though it be never paid 
for : And that the Desk is clearly the beſt, 
and the Pulpit rhe higheſt Sear in all the 
Pariſh ; Thar they ſhall take place of moſt 
bur Eſquires and Right-Worſhipfuls: That 
rhey ſhall have the RN of being Spiri- 
tual Guides and Counlellours : and they 
ſhall be ſuppoſed ro underſtand more of 
the Mind of God than ordinary, though 
perhaps they ſcarce know the Old Law 
from the New, nor the Cazex from the 
Apocrypha. Many, I ſay, ſuch as thele 
there be, who know not where to get 
two Groats, nor what they have to ſay to 
the People, but only becauſe rhey have 
heard that the Office of a Miniſter is the 
molt Noble and honourable Employment 
in the World, therefore they, not know- 

ing 
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[ 126 }] 
ing in the leaſt what the meaning of that 
is, Orders by all means muſt have, tho” 
it be to the diſparagement of that Holy 
Function. 
Others alſo there be, who are not fo 


_ highly poſſe(s'd with the meer dignity of 


the Office, and honourableneſs of the 
Employment, but think, had they bur a 
Licenſe and Authority to Preach, Oh 
how they could pay it away! And thar 
they can tell the People ſuch ſtrange 
things, as they never heard before in all 
their lives: That they have got ſuch a 
commanding Voice, ſuch heart-breaking 
Expreſſions, ſuch a peculiar Method of 
Text-dividing, and {ſuch norable Helps 
for the interpreting all difficulties in Scrip- 
ture, that they can ſhew the People a 
much ſhorter way to Heaven, than has 
been as yet made known by any. Such 
a forwardneſs as this, 6f going into Holy 
Orders, either meerly out of an ambi- 
rious humour of being called a Prieſt, or 
of thinking they could do ſuch feats and 
wonders, if they might be but free of 
the Pulpit, has filled the Nation with 
many more Divines, than there is any 
competent Maintenance for in che Church. 
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Another great crowd that is made in 
the Church, is by thoſe, that take in 
there only as a place of ſhelter and re- 
fuge : Thus we have many turn Prieſts 
and Deacons, either for want of Employ- 
ment in their Profeſſion of Law, Phyfich, 
or the like; or having been unfortunate 
in their Trade, or having broken a Leg 
or an Arm, and ſo diſabled from follow- 
ing their former Calling ; or, having had 
the pleaſure of {pending their Eſtate, or 
being ( perhaps deſervedly ) diſappointed 
of their Inheritance. The Church is a 
very large and good Sanctuary, and one 
Spiritual ſhilling is as good as three Tem- 
porality ſhillings : Let the hardeſt come 
to the hardeſt ; if they can get bys heart, 
uid eſt Fides* Quid eft Eccleſia > uot 
ſant Concilia Generalia > And gain Or- 
ders, they may prove Readers or Preachers, 
according as their Gifts and Opportuni- 
ries ſhall lie. Now, many ſuch as theſe, 
the Church being not able to provide for 
(as there is no great reaſon that She 
ſhould be ollicitous about it ) muſt 
needs prove a very great diſparagement 
ro Her: They coming hither juſt as the 
old HZeathens uſe to goto Prayers : When 
nothing would ſtop the anger of = 
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Gods, then for a touch of Devotion : and 
if there be no way to get Victuals, ra- 
ther than ſtarve let us Read or Preach. 

In ſhort, Sir, we are perfectly over- 
ſtock'd with Profeſſors of Divinity ; there 
being ſcarce employment for half of thoſe 
who undertake that Office. And unleſs 
we had ſome of the Rowiſh Tricks, to 
ramble up and down, ahd cry Pardons 
and 7zaulgences: Or for want of a Li- 
ving, have good ſtore of Clients in the 
buſineſs of Purgatory, or the like, and fo 
make ſuch unrighteous gains of Religion, 
it were certainly much better if many of 
them were otherwiſe determined. Or 
unleſs we had {ome vent for our learned 
ones beyond the Sea, and could tranſport 
{o many Tun of Divines yearly, as we 
do other Commodities, with which the 
Nation 1s over-{ſtockd ; we do certain- 
ly very unadviſedly to breed up ſo many 
to that Holy Calling, or to ſufter ſo many 
to ſteal into Orders, ſeeing there is not 
ſufficient Work and Employment for 
them. ns 

The next thing that does much heigh- 
ten the Miſery of our Church, as to the 
Poverty of it, is the Gentrics defign- 
ing, not only the weak, the lame, and 

uſually 
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uſually the moſt ill-fayour'd of their 
Children for the Office of the Miniſtry, 
bur alſo ſuch as they intend to ſettle no- 
thing upon for their ſubſiſtence ; leaving 
chem wholly to the bare hopes of Church- 
preferment. For, as they think, ler the 
thing look how it will, it is good enough 
for the Church; and that if it had bur 
Limbs enough to climb the Pulpit, and 
Eyes. enough to find the Day of the 
Month, it will ſerve well enough to 
Preach and Read Service : So like- 
wiſe they think. they have obliged 
the Clergy very much, if they pleaſe to 
beſtow two or three years Education up- 
on a younger Son at the Univerſity, and 
then commend him to the Grace of God, 
and the favour of the Church, without 
one peny of Money or 'inch of Land. 
You muſt not think, thar he will ſpoil 
his eldeſt Son's Eſtate, or hazard the let- 
{ening the Credit of the Family, to do 
that which may tend any way to the 
Repuration and Honour of the Clergy. 
And thus it comes to paſs that you may 
commonly ride ten miles, and {farce meet 
with a Divine that is worth above two 
Spoons and a Pepper-box, beſides his Li- 
ving or Spiritual Preferments. For, as for 
the Land, that goes {weeping away _ 
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uſually the moſt ill-fayour'd of their 
Children for the Office of the Miniſtry, 
bur alſo ſuch as they intend to ſettle no- 
thing upon for their ſubſiſtence ; leaving 
chem wholly to the bare hopes of Church- 
preferment. For, as they think, let the 
thing look how it will, it is good enough 
for the Church ; and that if it had bur 
Limbs enough to climb the Pulpit, and 
Eyes. enough to find the Day of the 
Month, it will ſerve well enough to 
Preach and Read Service : So like- 
wiſe they think they have obliged 
che Clergy very much, if they pleaſe to 
beſtow two or three years Education up- 
on a younger Son at the Univerſity, and 
then commend him to the Grace of God, 
and the favour of the Church, without 
one peny of Money or 'inch of Land. 
You muſt not think, that he will ſpoil 
his eldeſt Son's Eſtate, or hazard the let- 
{ſening the Credit of the Family, to do 
that which may tend any way to the 
Repuration and Honour of the Clergy. 
And thus ir comes to paſs that you may 
commonly ride ten miles, and {farce meer 
with a Divine that is worth above two 
Spoons and a Pepper-box, beſides his Li- 
ving or Spiritual Preferments. For, as for 
the Land, that goes {weeping away _ 
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the eldeſt Son, for the immortality of the 
Family ; and as for the Money, that is 
uſually employed for to bind out, and 
ſer up other Children. And thus you 
ſhall have them make no doubr of gi- 
ving five hundred or a thouſand pounds 
for a ſtock to them : Bur for the poor 
Divinity-Son, if he ge:s but enough to 
buy a broad Har art ſecond hand, and a 
ſmall Sy/em or two of Faith, that's count- 
ed ſtock ſufficient for him to ſet up with- 
al. And poſlibly he might make ſome 
kind of ſhift in this world, if any boy 
will ingage thar he ſhall have neither Wife 
nor Children ; bur if it {o falis our that 
he leaves the world, and behind him ei- 
ther the one or the others; in what a 
dilmal condition are theſe likely to be, 
and how will their {ad Calamities reflect 
upon the Clergy? So 'di{mal a thing is 
this commoaly judged, that thoſe that 
at their departure out of this Life are pi- 
ouſly and vertuouſly ciſpoſed, do uſually 
reckon the taking care for the relief of 
the poor M:ziſters Widows, to be an op- 
portunity of as neceſſary Charity, as the 
mending ot the Highways, and the erect- 
ing -of Holpstals. hs | 

But neither are ſpiritual Preferments 
only {carce by reaſon of that: great num- 
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ber that lie hovering over them, and that 
they that are thus upon the Wing are u- 
\ually deſtitute of any other Eſtate and 
Livelinoo3; bur alſo when they come in- 
to- poſſeſſion of them, they finiling for 
the moſt part nothing bur a little Sauce 
and ſecond Courſe, Pigs, Geeſe and Aps- 
ples, muſt neeis be pur upon great per- 
lexities for the ſtanding neceflaries of a 


Family. So thar if it be enquired by any 


one, how comes it to paſs that we have 
ſo many in Holy Orers that underſtand 
{o little, and that are able to do fo little 
Service in the Church 2 If we would an- 
{wer plainly and truly, we may ſay, be- 
cauſe they are good for nothing elſe. For, 
ſhall we think that any man thar is nor 
curs'd to uſeleſnels, poverty and miſery, 
will be content with Twenty or Thirty 
Pounds a Year? For though in the bulk 
it looks at firſt like a' bountiful Eſtate ; 
yet, if we think of it a little better, we 
ſhall find that an ordinary: Bricklay:r or 
Carpenter, (1 mean not your great Under- 
rakers and Maſter-workmen ) that earns 
conſtantly but his two {hillings a day, has 
clearly a better Revenue, and has certain- 
ly the command of more Money : For 
that the one has no dilapidations, aad 
I z the 
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the like, ro conſume a great patt of his 
weekly Wages, which you know how 
much the other is ſubject unto. So that 
as long as we have ſo mamy ſmall and 
contemptible Livings belonging to our 
Church ( let the World do what it can ) 
we mult expect that they jhould be ſup- 
plied by very lamentable and unfervice- 
able things : For that no body elſe will 
meddle with them; Unleſs one in an Ape,a- 
bounding with Money, Charity and Good- 
neſs, will preach for nothing. For if Men 
of Knowledge, Prudence and Wealth, 
have a fancy againſt a Living of Twenty 
or Thirty Pounds a Year : There is no 
way to get them into ſuch an underta- 
king, but by ſending out a ſpiritual Preſs : 
For that very few Volunteers that are of 
worth (unleſs better encouraged) will 
go into that Holy Warfare : But it wall 
be left to thoſe who cannot deviſe how 
otherwiſe to hve. 

Neither mult People fay, that beſides 
Biſhopricks, Prebends, and the like, we 
have ſeveral brave Benefices, ſufficient to 
1nvite thoſe of the beſt Parts, Education 
and Diſcretion. For imagine One Living 
in Forty is wortha Hundred Pounds a 
Year, and {upplied by a Man of _— 
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and wholeſome Counſel, What are the 
other Thirty Nine the better for thar ? 
Whar are the People about Carl;/{: ber- 
rer'd by his Inſtructions and Advice who 
lives at Dover 2 It was certainly our $- 
vieur's Mind, not only that the Goſpel 
ſhould be preached unto all Nations at 
firſt, but that the Meaning and Power of 
it ſhould be preſerved and conſtantly de- 
clared to all People, by ſuch as had judp- 
ment to do it. 

Neither again mult they ſay, 'That C;- 
ties, Corporations, and the great 7rading 
Towns of this Nation, {( which are the 
Strength and Glory of it, and that con- 
tain the uſeful People of rhe World ) are 
uſually inſtructed by very Learned and 
Judicious Perſons. For, 1 ſuppoſe, that 
our Saviour's Deſign was not that Mayors, 
Aldermen and Merchants, ſhould be only 
ſaved ; bur alſo that all plain Countrey 
People ſhould partake of the ſame means: 
Who, though they read not ſo many G.- 
2zetts, as a Citizen, nor concern themletyes 
where the Turk or Aing of France {ets on 
next; yer the true Knowledge of God is 
now {ſo plainly delivered in Scripture, 
that there wants nothing bur Sober and 
Prudenc Offerers of the | vn to make it 
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faving to thoſe of the meaneſt Under- 
ſtandings. And therefore in all Pariſhes, 
if poſſible, there ought to be ſuch a fixt 
and fſerled Proviſion, as might reaſonably 
invite fome careful and prudent Perſon, 
for the Peoples Guide and Inſtruction in 
Holy Matters, 
And furthermore : It might be added, 
that the Reverny: belonging to moſt of 
Corporation Livinzs is no {uch mighty bu- 
ſineſs: For were it not for the uncertain 
and humorſome Contribution of the well- 
pleaſed Pariſhioners, the Parſen and his 
Family might be calily ſtarved, for allthe 
Lands or In-come that belongs to his 
Church. Beſides the grear miſchief thar 
{ach kind of hired Preachers have done 
in the World, which I thall nor {tay here 
co inſiſt upon. 
And as we have not Chrrches enough, 
ia reſpe& of the great multitude that are 
qualited for a Living ; fo, conſidering the 
imelinets of the Revenue, and the num- 
by of People that arc to be che Hearers, 
it is very plain that we have too many, 
And we ſhall many times tind two Chur- 
ches in the {ame L ard, whenas one would 
bold double the Peopic of both the Pa- 
raMiikes: And ifthey were ugited for rhe 
: : _  encourage- 
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encouragement of {ome deſerving Perſon, 
he might ealily make {hifr ro {pend very 
honeſtly and remiperately the Revenue of 
both. And whar rhough Churches ſtand 
at a little further diſtance ; People may 
pleaſe to walk a mile without diſtemper- 
ing themſelves ; when as they ſhall go 
three or four co a Market to ſcil rwo peny- 
worth of Eggs. 

But {ſuppoſe they reſolve to pretend, 
that they ſhall catch cold (the Clouds 
being more than ordinary thick upon the 
Sunday, as they uſually are, if there be 
Religion in the caſe) and that they are 
abſolutely bent upon, having Inſtructica 
brought to their own Zown : Why might 
not one Sermon a day, or rather than fail 
one in a fort-night, from a Prudent and 
well eſteem'd of Preacher, do as well as 
two a day from him, thar ralks all the 
year long, nothing to the purpoſe, and 
thereupon is laugh'd at and deſpiſed ? 

I know what People will preſently ſay 
to this, viz, Thar if upon Sunday the 
Church-doors be ſhur, the dobinſ will 
be open. And therefore there muſt be 


ſome body, though never ſo weak and 


lamentable, ro pals away the time in the 
Church, that the People may be kept 
I| 4 {ober 
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ſober and peaceable. Truly, if Religion 
and the Worſhip of God conſiſted only in 
Negatives; and that the obſervation of 
the Sabbath was only not to be drunk ; 
then they. ſpeak much to the purpoſe ; 
bur if it be otherwiſe, very little. It be- 
ing not much unlike ( as it is the faſhion 
in many places) to the {ending of little 
Children of two or three years old to a 
School-Dame, without any Jefien of learn- 
ing one Letter, but only to keep them 
out of the Fire and Water. 
_ Laſtof all, People muſt not ſay that 
there nceds no great ſtore of Learning in 
a Miniſter, and therefore a {mall Livin 
may anſwer his deſerts : for that there be 
FTomilies made on purpole by the Church 
for young Beginners and flow Inventers. 
Whereupon it is that ſuch difference is 
made between giving Orders and Licenſe 
to preach ; the laſt being granted only to 
\uch as the Biſhop ſhall judge able te 
make SCrinons. 

But this does not ſcem to do the buſt- 
neſs : For, though it be nor neceſſary for 
every Guide of a Pariſh to underſtand all 
the Oriemal Lanzunges, or to make exact- 
'y- clegant or profound Diſcourſes for the 
Pulpric ; yer moſt certainly it is very re 
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quifire that he ſhould be ſo far learned 
and judicious, as prudently to adviſe, 
dire, inform and fatisfie the People in 
Holy Matters, when they demand it, or 
or beg it from him. Which to perform 
readily and judiciouſly, requires much 
more diſcretion and kill, than upon long 
deliberation, to make a continued talk of 
an hour, without any great diſcernible 
failing. So that were a Miniſter tied up 
never to {peak one Sentence of his own 
Invention out of the Pulpit in his whole 
Life time, yet doubtleſs many other oc- 
caſlions there be, for which neither Wiſ- 
dom nor Reputation ſhould be wanting 
in him that has the Care and Government 
of a Pariſh. 

| ſhall not here go about to pleaſe my 
ſelf with the imagination of all the grear 
Zithes being reſtored to the Church, ha- 
ving lictle reaſon to hope to ſce ſuch days 
of vertue. Nor ſhall 1 here queſtion the 
Almightineſs of former Aings and Parlia- 
ments ; nor diſpute whether all the King 
Henries in the World, with never ſuch a 
Powerful Parliament, were able to deter- 
mine to any other uſe, what was once {o- 
lemnly dedicated to God and his Service. 


Bur yet when we look over the Prefaces 
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to thoſe As of Parliaments, whereby 
ſome Church-Revenues were granted to 
Henry VIIL one cannot but be much 
taken with the Ingenuity of that Parlia- 
ment : That when the Xing wanted a 
ſupply of Money, and an Augmentation 
to his Revenue, how handſomly out of 
the Church #1ey male proviſion for him, 
withoug doing themſelves any injury at 
all: For, ſay they, ſeeing His Majeſty is 
our Foy and Life, ſeeing that He is ſo C OUY As 
gious and Wiſe, ſeeing that Fe i ſo Tender 
of. and Well-affefted to all his Subjedts ; and 
that Fl: has been at ſuch large Expences 
for Five and Twenty whole Tears to Defend 
and Protett this His Realm ; therefore in 
all Duty and Gratitud:, and as a manifeſt 
Token of our unfeigned Thankfulneſs, We do 
grant unto the King and His Heirs for 
ev:r, &. It follows as cloſely as can be, 
That becauſe the Ainz had been a good 
and deſerving Xizz, and had been at 
much Trouble and Expence for the Safery 
and Honour of the Nation, that there- 
fore all his wants ſhall be fupplied our of 
che Churcah : And if all the Charges thar 
hc had been at, was upon the account 
only of his Eccleftaftical Subjects, and not 
in relation to the reſt. 
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Ic is not, Sir, for you and I to gueſs 
which way the who'e Clergy in general 
might be better provided for. Bur ſure 
it is, and muſt not be denyed, that fo 
long as many Livings continue as they 
now are, thus impoveriſhed ; and that 
there be {fo few encouragements for Men 
of Sobriety, Wiſdom, and Learning, we 
have no reaſon to expect much betrer In- 
{tructors and Governours of Parithes,than 
at preſent we commonly find. 

There is a way, I know, that ſome Peo- 
ple love marvelloufly to talk of, and thar 
IS a juſt and equal levelling of Eccleftaſti- 
cal-preferments. Whar a delicate refreſh- 
ment, ſay they, would it be, if rwenty or 
thirty thouſand pound a year were taken 
from the Biſhops, and diſcreetly ſprinkled 
amongſt the poorer and meaner fort of the 
Clergy? how would it rejoyce their 
hearts, and encourage them in their Of- 
fice 2 Whar need thoſe great and ſumptu- 
ous Pa aces, their City, and their Coun- 
try Houſes, their Parks and {ſpacious 
Waters, their coſtly Diſhes and faſhionable 
Sauces? May not he thar lives in a ſmall 
Thatch'd Houſe, that can ſcarce walk 
four {ſtrides in his own Ground, that has 
only read well conceraing Yeniſcx, "7 
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and Foxl; may not he, I ſay, Preach as 
loud, and to as much purpoſe, as one of 
thoſe high and mighty Spiritualifts > Go 
to then, ſeeing it hath pleaſed God to 
make ſuch a bountiful proviſion for his 
Church in general, what need we be ſol- 
licitous abour the amending the low con- 
dition of many of the Clergy, when as 
there is ſuch a plain remedy at hand, had 
we but Grace to apply it > This invention 
pleaſes ſome mainly well : bur for all the 
great care they pretend to have of the 
diſtreſſed part of the Clergy, I am confi- 
dent, one might eaſily gueſs what would 
plcaſe rhem much berter : If inſtead of 
augmenting {mall Benefices, the Biſhops 
would be pleaſed to return to them thoſe 
Lands that they purchaſed in their abſence. 
And then as for the relieving of the Cler- 
gy, they would try if they could find out 
another way. 

But art thou in good earneſt my excel. 
lent Contriver 2 Doſt thou think that if 
the greateſt of our Church Preferments 
were wiſely parcell'd out amongſt thoſe 
that are in want, it would do much feats 
and courteſies 2 And doſt thou not like- 
wiſe think, that if ren or twenty of the 
lufticit Noblz-mens Eſtates of England wers 

cleaverly 
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cleaverly ſliced among rhe Indigent, would 
it not ſtrangely refreſh ſome of the poor 
Laity, that cry Small-coal or grind Scil- 
{ars? I do ſuppoſe thar if God ſhould at- 
terwards incline thy mind (for I phanſie 
it will not be as yet a good while) to bea 
Benefaffor to the Church ; thy wiſdom 
may poſlibly direct thee to diſperſe thy 
goodneſs in ſmaller parcels, rather than 
ro flow in upon two or three with full 
happineſs. Bur if ir be my inclination to 
{ertle upon one Eccleftaſtical perſon, and 
his ſucceſſors for ever, a thouſand pounds 
a year ; upon condition only to read the 
Service of the Charch oncein a week, and 
thou takeſt it ill; and findeſt fault with 
my prudence, and the Method of my Mu- 
nificence; and ſayſt, thar the ſtipend is 
much too large for ſucha ſmall task: Yer, 
I am confident, that ſhould I make thy 
Laityſhip Heir of ſuch an Eſtate, and 
oblige thee only to the trouble and ex- 
pence of the ſpending a ſingle Chicken, 
or half a dozen of Larks, once a year, in 
Commemoration of me, that thou wouldit 
count me the wiſeſt Man that ever was 
ſince the Creation: And pray to God, 
never to diſpoſe my mind to part withone 
Farthing of ir for any other uſe than = 
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the Service of thy ſelf and thy Family. 
And yer, ſo it is, that becaule the Bj- 
ſhops, upon their firſt being reſtored, had 
the confidence to levy Fines according as 
they were juſtly due, and deſired to live 
in their own Houſes (if not pull'd down) 
and to receive their own Rents : Pre- 
{ently they cry out, the Chnrch-men have 
got all the Treaſure, and Mony of the 
Nation into their hanis. If they have 
any, let themthank God for it, and make 
good uſe of it, Weep not Beloved, for 
there is very little hopes, that they will 
caſt it all into the Sea, on purpole to ſtop 
the Mouths of them, that ſay they have 
coo much. 

What other contrivances there may be 
for the ſettling upon Miniſters in general a 
{uſficient Revenue for their ſubſiſtence and 
encouragement in their Office; I ſhall 
leave to be conlidered of by the Govers 
ours of Learning and Religion. Only, 
thus much is certain, that fo long as the 
Maintenance of many Miniſters is fo very 
{mall, it is not to be avoiged, but that a 
great part of them will want Learning, 
Prudence, Courage, and eſteem to do any 
good where they live. And what if we 


have (as by all muſt be acknowledged) 
as 
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2s Wiſe and learned Biſhops as be in the 
World ; and many others of very great 
uncerſtanding, and wiſdom, yet as was 
before hinted, unleſs there be provided 
for molt Towns and Pariſhes, ſome to- 


lerable and ſufficient Guides ; the ſtrength 


of Religion, and the Credit of the Clergy 
will daily languiſh more and more. Not 
that it is to be believed, that every (mall 
Country Pariſh ſhould be altogether hope- 
leſs as to the next Life, unlel(s they have 
a Hooker, a Chillingworth, a Hammond, or 
a Sanderſon, dwelling amongſt them ; but 
requiſite it. is, and might be brought a- 
bout, that ſomebody there ſhould be, to 
whom the People have reaſon to attend, 
and to be directed, and guided by him. 

I have, Sir, no more to ſay, were it 
not that you find the word Reli7707 in the 
Title; of which in particular. I have 
ſpoken very little : Neither need I, con- 
ſidering how nearly it depends, as to its 
glory and ſtrength, upon the Reputation 
and Mouth of the Prieſt. And I ſhall 
add no more but this, viz. that among 
thoſe many things that rend to the decay 
of Religion, and of a due Reverence of 
the ZZely Scripturgs, nothing has more oc- 


caſion'd it, than the ridiculous and idle 
Diſcourſes 
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the Service of thy ſelf and thy Family. 
And yer, ſo it is, that becaule the Bj- 
ſhops, upon their firſt being reſtored, had 
the confidence to levy Fines according as 
they were juſtly due, and deſired to live 
in their own Houſes (if not pulF'd down) 
and to receive their own Rents : Pre- 
ſently they cry out, the Church-men have 
got all the Treafure, and Mony of the 
Nation into their hanis. If they have 
any, let themthank God for it, and make 
good uſe of it, Weep not Beloved, for 
there is very little hopes, that they will 
caſt it all into the Sea, on purpole to ſtop 
the Mouths of them, that ſay they have 
coo much. 
What other contrivances there may be 
for the ſettling upon Minifters in general a 
{uſficient Revenue for their ſubſiſtence and 
encouragement in their Office; I ſhall 
leave to be conlidered of by the Gover- 
nours of Learning and Religion. Only, 
thus much is certain, that fo long as the 
Maintenance of many Miniſters is fo very 
{mall, it is not to be avoiged, but that a 
great part of them will want Learning, 
Prudence, Courage, and eſteem ro do any 
good where they live. And what if we 
have (as by all muſt be acknowledged) 
as 
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2s wile and learned Biſhops as be in the 
World ; and many others of very great 
uncerſtanding, and wiſdom, yet as was 
before hinted, unleſs rhere be provided 
for moſt Towns and Pariſhes, ſome to- 


lerable and ſufficient Guides ; the ſtrength 


of Religion, and the Credit of the Clergy 
will daily languiſh more and more. Not 
that it is to be believed, that every ſmall 
Country Pariſh ſhould be altogether hope- 
leſs as to the next Life, unleſs they have 
a Hooker, a Chillingworth, a Hummond, or 
a Sanderſon, dwelling amongſt them ; but 
requiſite it 1s, and might be brought a- 
bout, that ſomebody there ſhould be, to 
whom the People have reaſon to attend, 
and to be direqed, and guided by him. 

I have, Sir, no more to ſay, were it 
not that you find the word Rel;z70n in the 
Title; of which in particular I have 
ſpoken very little : Neither need T, con- 
{idering how nearly it depends, as to its 
glory and ſtrength, upon the Reputation 
and Mouth of the Prieſt. And I ſhall 
add no more but this, viz. that among 
thoſe many things that rend to the decay 
of Religion, and of a due Reverence of 
the Zely Scripturgs, nothing has more oc- 


caſion'd it, than the ridiculous 'and idle 
Diſcourſes 
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Diſcourſes that are uttered out of Pul- 


pits. For when theGallants of the World 


do obſerve how the M;niſters themſelves 
do jingle, quibble, and play the Fools 
with their Texts, no wonder if they, who 
are {o inclinable to Atheiſm, do not only 
deride and deſpiſe the Prieſts, but droll 
upon the Bible, and make a mock of all 
that is ſober and ſacred. I am, 


Sir, 


Auguſt 8. 
670. Tour moſt humble Servant, 
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Diſcourſes that are uttered out of Pul- 
pits. For when theGallants of the World 
do obſerve how the Miniſters themſelves 
do jingle, quibble, and play the Fools 
with their Texts, no wonder if they, who 
are {o inclinable to Atheiſm, do not only 
deride and deſpiſe the Prieſts, but droll 
upon the Bible, and make a mock of all 
that is ſober and ſacred. I am, 


Lir, 
Avupuſt 8. | 
i990. Tour moſt humble Servant, 
T. B. 
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PREFAC 


TO THE 


READER: 


WInce 1 was laſt with you in this 
} kind , 1 have almoſt been of as 
many Profeſsions and Employments, as 
there be City-Companies ; and have 
had as many ſeveral Names, as the 
Grand Scignior has Titles of Honour 
for ſetting afide the V/algar and Fai 
liar ones of Rogue, Raskal, Dog and 
Thief (which may be taken by way of 
endearment, as well as out of prejudice 
A 3 or 


The Preface 


or offence) as alſo thoſe of more certain 
{ignification ; as Malicious Rogue , 
II-Natur'd Raskal, Lay-dog, and 
Spightiul Thief : I ſay, ſetting afide 
all theſe, they bave travell'd me almoſt 
quite through the Map. For in a M0- 
ment, I got to the Streights, ſhot the 
Gulph, cut the Line, and was pre- 
ſently Barbarian, Indian, Turk and 
Jew. And , notwithſtanding this , 
the Buſineſs went on at Home all 
the while beſides ; for there I was Re- 
bel, Traytor, Scot, Sadducee and 
Socinian : And then, you know, I 
bad but « little way to Antichriſt him- 
fe 
1 thought it therefore the beſt and moſt 
boneft Way, not to conceal theſe things, 
that being fully ſatisfied of that perni- 
cious Poyſon that was im the Former, 
you may carefully avoid the danger of 
being infeted by this Second : But if 

you 
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to the Reader. 


you are ſo bold as to venture a blowmg 
up, look cloſely to it 3 For the Þlot tres 
deadly deep, and "twil! be between your 
Legs before you be aware of it ; for 
this is full out as Jeluitically contriv?d, 
as the other was ſaid , and thought to 
be. But, of all things, bave a care 
of putting it into your Pocket, for 
fear it takes Fire , or runs away With 
your Breeches. And if you can ſhun 
it, read it not When you are alone 5 or, 
at leaſt, not late in the Evening ; for 
the Venom is ſtrongeſt about Midnight , 
and ſeizes moSt violently upon the 


. Head, when the Party is by Himſelf. 


And if you happen on any doubtful 
Expreſsion , be ſure you take it for the 
preſent in the worſt Sence ; for you may 
abate again, after the Heat of the Wea- 
ther be over. And if at any time you 
find the Viper begin to creep upon you ; 
run inſtantly out of your Chamber, and 
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or offence) as alſo thoſe of more certain 
ſignification ; as Malicious Rogue , 


IIl-Nacur'd Raskal, Lay-dog, and 


Spightiul Thief : I ſay, ſetting afide 
all theſe, they bave travell'd me almoſ} 
quite through the Map. For in a M0- 
ment, I got to the Streights, ſhot the 
Gulph, cut the Line, and was pre- 


ſently Barbarian, Indian, Turk and 


Jew. And , notwithſtanding this , 
the Buſmeſs went on at Home all 
the while beſides ; for there 1 was Re- 
bel, Traytor, Scot, Sadducee and 
Socinian : And then, you know, I 
bad but « little way to Antichriſt him- 


1 thought it therefore the beſt and moft 
hboneft Way, not to conceal theſe things, 
that being fully ſatisfied of that perni- 
cious Poyſon that was in the Former, 
you may carefully avoid the danger of 
being infe ed by this Second : But if 
you 
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to the Reader. 


you are ſo bold as to venture a blowing 
up, look cloſely to it : For the Þlot lres 
deadly deep, and *twil! be between your 
Legs before you be aware of it ; for 
this is full out as Jeluitically contriv*d, 
as the other was ſaid , and thought to 
be. But, of all things, have a care 
of putting it into your Pocket, for 
fear it takes Fire , or runs away With 
your Breeches. And if you can ſhun 
it, read it not When you are alone 5 or, 
at leaſt, not late in the Evening ;, for 
the Venom is ſtrongeſt about Midmght , 
and ſeizes moit violently upon the 


. Head, when the Party is by Himſelf. 


And if 'you happen on any doubtful 
Expreſsion , be ſure you take it for the 
preſent in the worſt Sence ; for you may 
abate again, after the Heat of the Wea- 
ther be over. And if at any time you 
find the Viper begin to creep upon you z 
run mſtantly out of your Chamber, and 
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The Preface 


vet into any Company, and fall to rail- 
ing immetiately as hard as erver you 
can ( nay, ſay ſomewhat to your ſelf 
as you go along in the Streets) for Fu- 
ry and Paſsion whets the Blood , and 
keeps the Enemy at a diſtance, , and 
is found to be as good againft any 
Bookiſh Infe&ion, as a Glaſs of Sack 
is againſt the Plague. T ſhall not tell 
you one Line of what is init ; and there- 
fore confider well what you do, and look 
to your elf. But if you bereſolv'd to 
—_ be ſure have a care of catching 
Cold; and keep to a Moderate Diet, for 
there is Danger, and Jeopardy in it be- 
{1des, 

And 1 muſt deſire , that when you 
come at a Neigbouring Miniſter of 
the Anſwerers , looking over his 
Five Hundred Sermons, that you 
do not believe me : For 1 find, that 


be did not look them all oper with bis 
| out 


to the Reader, 


outward Eye,, but only called them over 
m his Mid. 

And I deſire alſo, that the An- 
{werer would believe himſelf , and 
not me : For T1 would not by any means, 
have him write a Book only about 
that Miſtake. And, indeed, Whereas 
he ſays in his Firſt Page, that One 
Deſign of his' Writing , was to 
make an Acknowledgment , that 
a great part of what I] writ was 
true; 1 Wiſh, that either he would 
have let my Truth have ſhifted for 
it ſelf, without the belp of his Ac- 
knowledyment , (for , I profeſs, be has 
prevented me killing 1 know not how 
many Otrers) or elſe, that be would 
have divided his Ketter into T wo Parts, 
and have plac'd the Anſwer by it 
ſelf, and the Acknowledgement by 
it ſelf : Which if be had done., and 
picked them duely and carefully , he 
| might 


The Preface 


might have written all that which be 
calls Anſwer, upon Very little more than 
bis Thumb-Nay l, 


And 1 wg particularly beg of the 
Scripture-Nonconformiſts, that they 
be net too ſevere upon a ſmall Lay- 
Miſtake : For my Bible not [yg juſt 
under my Elbow , I find, 1 have m_ 
one Place made our Saviour ſay that, 
Which indeed John Baptiſt ſpoke be- 
fore-hand for bm. 

And , becauſe I am in the Begging 
Humour , 1 muit crave further, that 
if any of you bear of a Second 
An{wer commg out agamſt my For- 
mer Letter, concerning my putting 
the "i arts before the Chickens ( for 
] am given to underſtand , that ſuch 
an Objeftion is urged ) that by all 
means yu preſentl ſtop the Preſs ; 
for moſt certamly Chickens ought to 
have the Precedence of Tarts, both 


by 


to the Reader. 


by an indiſpenſable right of Nature , 
and by the juſteſt and oldeſt Traditions 
of Cookery : And T ſhall always be ready 


to acknowledge, rather than defend ſuch 
Miſtakes. 
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HAT Service You or I 
ſhould do to Church or 
State, by crackmngof Nuts, 

T do not underſtand ; ex- 

_ cepting the caſe of Cheſnuts, upon which, 
as it has been reported, the Kingdom of 
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SIR, 


HAT Service You or I 
ſhould do to Church or 
State, by crackingof Nuts, 

| T do not underſtand ; cx- 

cepting the caſe of Cheſnuts, upon which, 
as it has been reported, the Kingdom of 

ES Naples 
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Naples has ſome myſterious Dependence ; 


Hut however , to this Employment our 


Old Friend and Acquaintance W. S. ad- 
viſes us, rather than to diſturb the World 
with Idle Wiſhes, and dangerous Endea- 
vours of doing any Good. For, although 
what I ſent. you in my laſt, may poſſibly 
be moſt of it true, and might in the O- 
pinion of ſome Haſty Men be counted 
uſeful ; yet there. be others of a more 
wary and deliberate Judgment, thar fay 
it muſt not be true, neither ſhall it be 
true, becauſe there is an ancient and re- 
ceived Axiom amoneglt Stateſmen; 7hat 
all things that are true, are not fit to be ſaid 
at all times ; the Anſwerer xo my firſt 
Letter moſt politically obſerves. 

Now, Sir, this ſame #riezd of ours, 
does not tell me plainly, whether he 
expects to hear from me again ; and if 
he does, for my part, I know no more 
what to write, than he knows me. For 
his Love and Tenderneſs towards me is 
{o very great, that it will ſuffer him to 
anſ\ver bur to very little of my Letter (as 


you know, Sir, Friends, if they be dear 


indeed and inaecd, arc very loth to croſs, 


and contradict one another,) and there- 


fore he troubles not himlelf much about 
| that ; 


o F*® 
th + PF \ © od 


ES] 


that ; bur only he aſſigns me ofer to, God 
knows, how many further Aniwerers ; 
as, firſt of all, I am to be quarrell'd with 
by all the Schoo/-maſters of the Nation, 
for undervaluing the greatO-17nance-days 
of Humiliation and Repetition. Next of 


all Tam to verſified upon particularly by . 


the Weſtminſter Scholars; who are to per- 
{ecute me {eycrely with Poetical Squibs 
and Crackers. If theſe do not cttect the 
Buſineſs, then Cowley is to be raiſed from 
the Grave, on purpoſe to make a Pinda- 
rique upon me. After all this, the Co- 
vocation is to meet, and have a Seſſion on 
purpoſe, to pick out one of a Nimble 
Pen, and a Ready Wit, to recover the Re- 
putation of the meaner Clergy. Burt, if theſe 
all fail, and ſhould not humble me, then 
by way of Pigeons and a Poſtſcript, he 
adviſes the Gentry of the Nation to raile 
all the 7rain'd Bands, and Country-T roops, 
to be in Arms againſt me ; and having 
well whetted their Swords, to make ſharp 
Thruſts at me, and to wound my Reputa- 
tion, in order to the Redemption of their 
Cozen Heller, who was carried Captive 
to a {mall Yicarage. In ſhort, Sir, 1t 1s 
very plainly the Opinion of the Auſwerer, 


that if ſome body docs not fake me 77 
| haad, 
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hand, and (as he fays, Pag, 22.) do not 
feek to leſſen the value of my Letter, and 
that very ſpeedily , the Church will cer- 
crainly be all ſunk by Michaelmas next, 
and the State will tumble after it in the 
following Spring. Bleſs me! think I, 
what's the buſineſs? a Man cannot wiſh 
a few Honeſt and Innocent Wiſhes, bur 
that preſently he muſt be rhym'd on, con- 
futed and fouzht ; but that he muſt be 
bound over to Weſtminſter Squibbers, hard 
Thruſters, and Reputation Wounders. And 
for what 2 Only for endeavouring to 
procure the mcaner ſort of the Clergy, 
a little more Money , and a few more 
Books. 

Bur, perhaps, Sir, there may be ſome- 
thing AG; we had beſt therefore look a 
little into the Anſwerer, to ſee where the 
Offences lie, and where we are likely to 
be quarrell'd ; for this Gentleman letting 
off the Gun very eaſily, fights but very 
little himſelf, but only ſcrs out the Ground 
for the Batrtel ; and claps his Hands, and 
cries, ZZolloo, to the Armies that are 
drawing up. 

But before that be done, I cannot bur 
take notice , that although our Friend, 


for old Acquaintance igke (which potfibly 
| might 
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HE 
might be begun at Pidrr ; for where 
elſe I ſhout] be acquainted with 777. S. I 
cannot deviſe) in many places, is very 
prodigal of his {wet Expreflions to- 
wards me ; yci, I perceive, it is atways 
done with a very wary prudent relerve : 
For his Love and good Opinion of nic, 
ſeldom hold avove a Page tozcrher, if {© 
long. In one place of his Preface , he 
thinks him , whom he anſwers, a very 
honeſt Geatleman ; but in another Hutt (tays 
he ) Ie are as good Men as himfelf, aud 
have reaſon ro quarrel with the World, that 
we are not more admired and honoured. For 
my part, | began to call for my Whiz- 


yard, being almoſt afraid that he would 


have drawn ; bur ajl was over preicatiy 
again ; for, in the next ſide, he fails into 
{uch a commendation of me, for joyu/z 
the Credit aud the Serviceableneſs of the 
Clergy together, as if he would have fed 
me with nothing bur S»gar-Sops and ſoft 
Fellies ; but yet, for all that, ere he 
cloſes up his Preface, he ſets my unwil- 
ling Teeth to the difhcult Task of crack- 
ing Nuts. Nay, ſometimes his Atietion 
riſes, and falls, within Six Lines compatls ; 
for in the beginning of the tirft Page of 


his Anſwer, he ſeems ſomewhat timorous 
| B and 
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hand, and (as he fays, Pag, 22.) do not 
feek to leſſen the value of my Letter, and 
that very ſpeedily , the Charch will cer- 
rainly be all ſunk by Michaelmas next, 
and the State will rumble after it in the 
following Spring. Bleſs me! think I, 
what's the buſineſs 2 a Man cannot with 
a few Honeſt and Innocent Wiſhes, bur 
that preſently he muſt be rhyw'd on, con- 
futed and fought ; but that he muſt be 
bound over to Weſtminſter Squibbers, hard 
Thruſters, and Reputation Wounders. And 
for what 2 Only for endeavouring to 
procure the mcaner ſort of the Clergy, 
a little more Money , and a few more 
Books. 

Bur, perhaps, Sir, there may be ſome- 
thing ae; we had beft therefore look a 
little into the Anſwerer, to ſee where ths 
Offences lie, and where we are likely to 
be quarrell'd; for this Gentleman letting 
off the Gun very eaſily, fights bur very 
little himſelf, but only ſers out the Ground 
for the Batrtel ; and claps his Hands, and 
cries, ZZol/oo, to the Armies that are 
drawing up. 

But before that be done, I cannot bur 
take notice , that although our Friend, 


for old Acquaintance {ake (which pothibiy 
| might 
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HE 
might be begun at Pidrr ; for where 
elſe I ſhoul! be acquaintec! with TF. S. I 
cannot devitfe) in many places, is very 
prodigal of his {wet Expreflions to- 
wards me ; yci, I perceive, it is atways 
done with a very wary prucient reſerve : 
For his Love and good Opinion of nic, 
ſeldom hold avove a Page tozcrher, if {© 
long. In one place of his Preface , he 
thinks him , whom he anſwers, a very 
honeſt Gentleman ; but in another Hutt (fays 
he ) Ie are as good Men as himfelf, aud 
have reaſon to quarrel with the World, that 
we are not more admired and honoured. For 
my part, | began to call for my Whiz- 
yard, being almoſt afraid that he would 


have drawn ; but ajl was over preſzatly 


again ; for, in the next ſide, he fails into 
{uch a commendation of me, for joyu7z 
the Credit aud the Serviceableneſs of the 
Clergy together, as if he would have fed 
me with nothing bur S»gar-Sops and /off 
Fellies ; but yet, for all that, ere he 
cloſes up his Preface, he ſets my unwil- 
ling Teeth to the difficult Task of crack- 
ins Nuts. Nay, ſometimes his Aftetion 
riſes, and falls, within Six Lines compaſs: 
for in the beginning of the firſt Page of 


his Anſwer, he ſeems ſomewhat timorous 
B and 
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and doubtful : Either (fays he) the Au- 
: lor does truty 08 FS ve, and affeitionately 
Lewail, or des we ry 3H11Y , if not hypo- 
critically too, CACHLTYC Fa the Grounds and 
Vecalions of ih G antemfr of the Clergy. 
Bur this trembling and jealous Fit was 
quickiy OVcr ; for the very next Line, 
h2 loves me like mad; ſaying , that he 
ans retdily Lelicve ( no/ with/tanding the 
freqaent drolſing that might make ſome ſe- 
vere ttÞen to doubr ) that” T om in good ear 
neſt. When I had read theſe Words, 
doubtlels, think I, now 'twill be a Match; 
and I may venture now {ſurely to ſpeak 
for the great Cake. But alas, this Pal- 
Lon cali d LE , is {uch a Pajſion for 
C!14!) geabl. nfs! for before I had made an 
ead of that Side, all was Dough again, 
and he faiis- into another Qualm, and 
doubts wherhcr in many things [ have ſaid 
well. 

And thus, Sir, he carries me from Page 
to Page ; ſometimes he makes me rich 1n 
imagination, and as 1l]uitrious as a Pecr 
of the Reaim ; bur, by and by, he takes 
away all my Treaſure, and Credit (p.50.) 
gIVCS MC an inevitable choice « of Fool or 
Knuave. Some flattering, and haif Fricid 


would have only ſaid, as he does, that 
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all the Gentry covet my Company ; aid 
thar WHly Acquainte:;n "cy lins 77; ? SHISE HeEY Mops» fg / 
Clergy ozly. But 4/45; Stir; KC 


well, that £1 113 gap "NT Have buitlu, and 

quite {poil c Cs {UC 1 Q11 11! torn « ER3PCr 
} 1 7 ? FIT >. , JYIELEE4 

45 minc ; aid 032re:! {ULre Be KACW i2wW to 


ſpend good Wore; mo: 
to pur in a _Gdain of Humiiiation with 
D:iicretion, T'o Kee p company only Witi 
Worthies, 2 the Lexie , 1S TOO iat- 
ning anu Fogg) y ; it WOLIU K2 LIMC it 
coxicarce, an | breed Conccit, and bad Hu- 
mours ; and therefore mv Friend knew 
very well, how healthfui ans {catonabie 


it would be for my Contitiition, to 
7 ] 
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of it is, I mui PCric iy rovign Up my 
{elf ro his Management; tor WW; the ri 
do orno, i PCLceive , he will dilpoie of 
me according to his good Pleature : Some» 
times | am permitted ro be in the 77227 ; 
fomorianes | muſt be in the wrozz; cen 
according to the humour that he 15 1 ; 
{or once in fo many Pages, ro Keep me 
meek, it is convenient that faults ithould 
be found ; and then he applics both 
Eyes to the Book, and looks for them 


with all earneſtncts and diligence : And 
B 2 indeed. 


= > 2 uy 

incced, Sir, if I may ſo ſay without ſcem- 
ing conceited of my own undertaking ; 
the Anſwerer might as well have excepted 
again{t all the Book ; and to make ſhort 
of it, have pronounced it one entire and 
continued Lie from beginning to ending, 
with as much Reaſon, as to except againſt 
many of thoſe Places, which he has 
pick'd out to confute : Which will more 
plainly appear by the choice of the Ob- 
jections, that he has made againſt my 
Letrer: For having moſt carefully perus'd 
his Anſwer, I profeſs, Sir, to you, that 
in my Opinion, the moſt ſturdy ones 
which are to be found in his whole Book, 
are {uch as follow ; viz. 

That there is ſomewhat in Homer, be- 
ſides an Account of Achilles's Toes, amd 
the Grzcians Boots. - That take Two Lads, 
the one ſixteen, the other Fourteen Tears of 
Age ; heof Sixteen ſhall be wiſer, than he 
of Fourteen, Czteris paribus, 2. e. as he 
explains himſelf, 7f at Fourteen, the afore- 
ſaid Sixtcen Lad hapned to be as wiſe as 
the other is now. That every Gentleman 
that keeps a Chaplain, has not a Cozen A- 
bigail 7o wait upon his Lady. That it is 
lawful to take 4 Preface from Adam, 6e- 


cauſe the New Teſtament refers to the Old. 
That 
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That there is a Neighbouring Miniſter of 


his, that has above Five Hundred Sermons 
by him ; and having lately very well look'd 
over the ſame, finds not one of them to be 
gin with an ingenious Piffure, That it is 
very allowable to fhred into a Sermon good 
ſtore of Latin aud Greek (at !ea/t Latin) 
thourh it be in a Country Pariſh ; becauſe 
old Mr. Dod uſes to fay, fo much Latin , 
fo much Fleſh. That it is a great joy and 
refreſhment to a Miniſters own ; Unden [faud- 
inz, to quote feveral Languages, though no 
body underſtands them Lut himſelf. 'J hat 
tho it ſhould be admitted, that for the 
moſt part, in a Countrey VL Jlage Latin »1/2þf 
be ſpared ; yet if it be out of S. Aultin, if 
7s very uſeful, tho no Creature in the Pariſh 
underſtands one tittle of it ; becauſe izuv- 
rant People are not to be impoſed upon. 
Laſtly, That thoſe little Sentences, Vi7. As 
it were, if I may ſo ſay ; and, with reve- 
rence be it ſpoken, are very wollifive o_ 
tences ; and may with as much* reaſon tc 
uſed, as 11 ita loqui liceat, or actur verbo 
Venia. 

Theſe, Sir, as far as I can perceive, 
are the moſt knocking and deſtroying Ob- 
jections againſt my Book. As for the ret, 


he cither moſt plainly, and groſly mi- 
1 ſtakes 
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Nakes ine ; or clile he trics:to do it, bur 
iays the fame tnar I do (only he docs 
not know of it) when he thinks he con- 
cradicts me : Aii which will appear after- 
wards in their due Places; for I would 
willingly be as careful ro obſerve his 
Methed, as he has been induſtrious to 
miſtake my Meaning. 

The. firſt thing wherein | am fo ſhame- 
fuily and horribly our, is, that 7 have not 
ſufuciently reckoned up the Grounds and Oc 
calions of the Contenpr of the Clergy. For 
rhar I having refecrec all co Ignorance and 
Poverty, I have, fays he, (p. 5, &c.) moſt 
ear tefly left out the Papiſis, Feſuits, Qua= 
hers, Nencontormiſts ; and (by his leave) 
he has forgot onc , as welt as I forgot 
the reſt, and that is, the Draznng of the 
tens; there being a ncar relation between 
Atheiſm avid the Contempt of the Cler- 


y. Burno Man can think of all things 


ar Once. 

Well ; and do you think, Sir, that 
our old Fried is in good earneſt, or 
Gocs he dro 2 Docs he in his Conſcience 
-lieve that the Papifts do flight and un- 
:cryvaiue our C/:rry 2 Do they lay their 
jots and Stratagems to make us caily 


"S, 
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Nnore and more deſpifed : and docs he 
think 
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chink that they are really at the very bot- 
rom of their Hearts, Adverlaries and E- 
nemics to-the Church of Fzzlznd 3 We!! 

ſuppoſe they be, what wonld he have mz 
do in this caſc : Muſt I fer fail pretently 
for Rome, or dilpatch a Letter fort! invich 
to the Pope, defiri 12g him out of a!l love 

ro tie up all his Prie/ts and T-[2its,and not 
ſuffer any one of them to crols our Sew: : 
And furthermore , ro let his ///izefs 
know, thar in 200d truth he docs not dv 
art ail like 2/Ge utlona x, 10 fer [1115 Arc 7s, 
and Fmi{ſarics ramble up and down with 
Swords, and long ] rakes, ani other fa- 
ſhionabie Niſguiſcs ; inveagiing tnol2 ol 
our Chrch, and ſearching up and down 
in unknown Habirs, for ſome of ta: 
leait Learned. of our Clergy, puziing 
them with Sphiſms, and making their 
Triumpis over them? Do you not chink 

Sir, that he would liften to this, as he did 
to the Avaker that went over to Convert 
him? Surely the Axſwerer cannot be to 
ignorant of the Romiſh Church, and Cor 


Jo as not to (ce, that {o long as 


2 Pope believes himſelf Supreaiz anc 

" Fallible, or ( which is all one ) cndca- 
VOUrs tO any on- the II of being 
rhought, aad belicycd to to be ; fo long 
B 4 2S 
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as the Proteſtaats ſtand in their Opinion 
for Schiſmatics; and they believe, or 
at leaſt ſay they do, that there is no Sal- 
vation our of their own Church ; ſo long 
as they think themſelves obliged, or pre- 
tend ro think, that they _ co ah all 
Arts and Means, to reſtor: al! again to 
themſelves, and 7» © Laic atl the In- 
rcnts of the HEForimn: 1H100 © Laſtly , {o 
long as they think th2mlelves Judges, or 
will { judge what means are moſt likely to 
be efiecua! ro ring about thrir Deſigns, 
ſhall we imazine thar they Wit beg our 
_ LO comb 5" Vos Fe >P1R2S, be ſore they 

me our cf their [ Preſſer;y- Room ? 2 or that 
they will take our ' Advice Wit Street 
racy iball walk in ; what Company they 
ſhall keep, and whom the cy ſhall diſpute 
with Now, Sir, becauſe I thought it 
next ro impolib! e, to hinder alrogether 
their contriving, our Contempt, (it being 
in 2 manner in the Body of their Reli- 
g10n to to do) as allo, that there be lſe- 
vera! wit and W hojlom Statutes of this 
Rea. m, With aii Care and Prudence at 
firtt made, and fince often renewed (and 
now ately inſoicd by ſtrict Proclama- 
t10;1) tO. prev ent their bad intentions to- 
Wares Us, ang to defeat, as much as may 


be, 
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be, their Plots againſt us ; if the 4- 
ſwerer would but have conſidercd of theſe 
things, and had he but had thar ſame 
gratifying Maſter of his, who uſed as he 
ſays, ſo to open his UnderStanding in the 
caſe of Juvenal and Florus ; perhaps, he 
might begin to gueſs why I did not par- 
ticularly in{1ſt upon the Papi/ts, as great 
Occaſions of the Contempt of our Cler- 
gy, but left them, and many ſuch things, 
to be treated of by him : In doing of: 
which (although I am not apt to boaſt of 
good Works) I did very friendly, for 
had I not left Two or Three ſuch things 
untouch'd, he would have been hard put 
to it (as far as I perceive) to have found 
Furniture for his A#ſwer. 

But yet for all that, if TI were highly 
pleaſed with my own Model ; and were re- 
ſolved to hale, and fetch in all ro my two 
choſen words of Tgnorauce and Poverty, 
and ſtifly to defend the ſame ; I could 
then, Sir for a need, tell him, that many 
have been rempred to turn Catholicks (as 


they call them) for want of Preferment ; 


and many have been abuſed and lighted 
by them, and brought themſclves and o- 
thers of their Profctiion, into Contempr, 
tor want of Knowledge, 

Now, 


241 


Now, though I never expected, that 
all che Clerzy of England ſhould be {6 
ſubtile in Logick, fo cunning at untwiſting 
a Complex Theme, ſo experimentally skill'd 
in Subjet and Pradicate, fo accurate at 
orming a Verb, aud at hunt ivz out au Ety= 
mology 20 the firſt Original (as T perceive 
the. 4»ſwerer is, by what he fo carneſtly 
recommends in ſeveral places) but that 
here and there one in a Country might 
poſſibly be worſted by a kcen and pinch- 
ing Jeſaite, yet certainly, if the Cl/erzy 
in gencral were better furniſhed with all 
forts and advantages of Learning , it 
would bc more difficult for thoſe diligent 
Enemies of ours, to mect with ſo frequent 
opportunities of Victory and Conqueſt : 
And thereby, you know, Sir, the Grounds 
and Occaſions of the Contempt of thc 
Clergy would be much leſſened, though 
not altogether removed : For I hope, 
that no body counts me fo cxtravagant- 
ly mad, and coting, as to think thar I 
ſhall believe, that ir night poſlibly be 
{o contriv'd , that there ſhould not be 
any ' living Creature in Orders in the 
whole Land, but ſhould be fo Rich and 
Learnec|, as thar he ſhouid never tempt 
any Man to dii-citzem him ; or that he 
jhould 
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ſhould behave himſelf to worthily, and 
diſcreetly, that ir were impoliible for the 
vileſt Raskal , YVarlet, or Infidel in the 
World, not to reſpe&t hin, and attend 
to his Doctrine ; (which 1s a thing thar 
the Anſwerer has a great mind that [ 
ſhould fay, becauſe he can contradict it) 
{ceing that | had ſcyeral times in my Le7- 
ter, as allo in the Preface, that I would 
propound nothing, as near as I could, but 
what was hopeful and prac icable. Which 
thing, if he had been ar leilure to have 
mindec, he need not then have held up 
his Hangs fo high, and repcat it Ten or 
Twelve timcs with fuch wonderment , 
that I ihould rcfer all ro Poverty and /g- 
WOLYAHCE. 

I am very loth , Sir, to go about to 
abaſe the Anſwerer's prizing himſelf, for 
diicoyering to many other {cveral occa- 
i0ns of the Contempt of the Clergy , 
z2{ices thoie which I mentioned : Bur I 
perceive he {ezms mightily concern d { as 
you ktow , Sir, one Friend cannot but 
be for another ) that I ſhould be {o la- 
mentably miſtaken, as to {ay, that w/h.:7- 
ever leſſens the value of the Clergy, or rea- 
ders it leſs ſerviceable to the Vorld, tha 
mght be rea enzhly hoped, m.1; be all re- 

— feet 
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ferred to Ignorance and Poverty. For, ſays 
he, p. 7. The Occaſions of the Contempt 
of the Clergy are not only (on our part) 
Tanorance and Poverty. Again. p. 18. Tou 
had ſaid exough, {ays he, if our Ignorance 
and Poverty had been only ſome, or the 
main of thoſe things that leſſer our value, 
and not the only things. And p. 22. Where 
fore again, ſomewhat elſe iz ſometimes the 
occaſion of the Contempt of the Clergy. And 
þ. 23. I wiſh, ſays he, you had not ſaid, 
Whatever le{ſeun the value , &c. —— So 
that I perceive, if I had ſaid that Pover- 
ty and /gnoraunce had been ſome of: the 
Cauſes, or the main, or chief occaſion , 
or the like, ir had paſſed well enough ; 
(I might poſſibly have had the Gentle- 
mans Daughter ;) but to ſay they are 
the only ; that there is nothing beſides ; 
tro put in that ſtabbing Word Whatever, 
it was an unkind, and wifriendly Ex- 
preſſion. | 

Truly, Sir, you know pretty well my 
temper; and, I believe, would vouch: tor 
me, that I had no malice in my heart, 
when I faid Whatever : But EF much 
wonder that the Anſwerer, who did 1ſo 
often, and {olicitouſiy with, that that ſame 


offenſive word Whatcv2r had been left 
our, 
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out, ſhould oyerlook theſe other that are 
in the ſame Sentence ; viz. than mizht be 
reaſonally hoped ; or if he did not, what 
did he think they meant? he may believe 
me, that thoſe words were not put in by 
chance, and (being ſlow to confels) now 
made uſe of to deliver me from a dread- 
ful Miſtake : Burt I intended thereby to 
fignifie two things; firſt, That I would 
enquire into ſuch cauſes, and grounds, 
as might be reaſonable, and proper for 
me to enquire into ; and not into ſuch 
things, as were already taken care of by 
the Laws of the Realm, or Canons, and 
Conſtitutions of our Church , as was be- 
fore hinted. And had we an A of Par- 
Lament, that were in as good force, a- 
gainſt the Poverty of the Clergy, ( which 
a worthy, and very learned 4u- 

thor in a late Treatiſe rells us, MT. Th. 
might be {o ordered, as it might 

not be very grievous to the Sjett ) as 
againſt the Forcign and Domcilic Ene- 
mies of the Church ; 1 had lefr out thar 
as well asthole many other Cauics, which 
the Anſwerer thinks fir to mcation : Hur 
indecd, as to that other buitneſs of want 


of ' Learning, that would ſcarce be catily 
remedied 
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remedied by a Yote of the Houſe, except 
it were extraordinarily full. 

Another thing that I intended by thoſe 
Words, was, that I would meddle with 
nothing but what was almoſt Impoſſible 
to be wholly avoided; and thercfore ar 
that time, I did not chink it convenient 
(though perhaps afterwards I may) to 
tell the People , that there are a great 
many very wicked ones in the World, and 
always will be. Such I mean, who - 
fying Heaven, and cven God himlelt ; 
is no wonder thar they are not cn 
to a Clergy-man ; although he has a very 
large Parſonage, and although he has all 
thoſe ſame Books, that the A»ſwerer ſays 
(p. 46.) he has heard of : nay, though 


' he be one of his Neirhbouri inT Dedfors 


with his ratling Coach : For we have 

thoſe that can curſe and ſi ear, as loud as 
that can rattle and rum#le, [et the Road 
be never ſo uncven, and the Coach-man 
drive never ſo hard ; and ſo they will, {o 
long as they give themſelves up to the 
Uevi, Burl thought it not fir to write 
a Letter to Him, to chain up his bufie 
Spirits of Darkncſs , from intermedling 
with Afﬀairs on Earth; nor to inſert him 


for one Ground or Occaſion of the Cox- 
tempr 
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| I9 |] 
zempt of the Clergy. But this, I think, 
may conveniently be ſaid, that whatever 
number we have of thoſe that are Deſpi- 
icrs, not only of the Clergy , but of all 
that 1s good ; and that were I to write 
my fir{t Leer again , I cannot ( by the 
bleſſing of God) think of any more pro- 
per way, either to recover them from per- 
petual ruin, or to abate their infefting 
of others , than with all earneſtneſs to 


| wiſh that there might be daily additions 


of ſuch to our Worthy Clergy , whole 
Counſel, Valuc and Example might win 
them by degrees into ſome Senie of Reli- 
20n, and better Opinion of thoſe that 
are more pcculiarly rlic /{aizraizers of the 
{ame. 

I know there be fome, who having a 
orcat Mind to diſlike ſomething or 0- 
rher , think they have made a confige- 
rable Objection againſt what 1 writ be- 
fore, by ſaying, That I was very fiicn- 
as to the carriage and converſation of the 
Clergy ; which may be partly true, and 
yer no fgreat omitiion ; becaule I thought 
with my ſelf, that if there were any want 
of Advice and Exhortation to the Clergy, 
it m:ght be more proper to bs performed 
by tuch as had Authority over them, and 
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power to mind them of Fcclefraſtical Cen- 
ſares : But, for my part, I know very 
little Service that I could do in that kind, 
unleſs I ſhould have rid up and down 
the Country, and turned Parrertor, or 
Isformer ; and fo bring in a Ro/ of ſuch 
as are idle and negligent in their Pro- 
feſlion : An Employment, I muſt con- 
fels, that I do not much approve of, 
but ſhall leave it to the Ready and 
Liſtning Nonconformiſts ; whole ill Will 
to the preſent Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church, would make them very glad of 
the Office : and, I am confident, they 
- would bring in a very fine Bill ſince 
St. Bartholomew the Famous, it they 
were but entruſted with the contriving 
of 1t. 

And perhaps , this may in part fati({- 
fie what the Anſwerer thought he ſaid 
againſt me (p. 10.) viz. That /:tegri- 
ty, together with Learning, and an E- 
ſtate, 1s more conſiderable than either 
of them, or both rogether. Yes, truly 
that It is, by above Ten in the Hun- 
cared : But yet for all that, he need not 
to think, thac ſuppoſing the great 7zthes 
ſhouid be beftowed upon a Yicar, that 
he thould preſently fall to breaking all 

the 
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[ 21 ] 
the Commandments, and ſaying the Creed 
backward ; for that is, or at leaſt muſt 


#. be his meaning, if he intended to gain- 


ſay what I had written ; that is, that 
Lcarning, and a good convenient E- 
ſtate, are of none, or very {mall ac- 
count and ule in a Cl/ergy-Man; if there 
be but z»tegrity of Life, and good Con- 
verſatien : Which , Ifſay, I think is not 
extraordinary true : For take this ſame 
[ntegrity, that has but /it!le Morey, and 
very few Books , and give this [ntegrity 
a good Library, and the knowledge 
thereof, and an Hundred Pounds a 


| Year ; and if this /ztegrity be not more 


conſiderable, and do more good in the 
World, than Poor, Naked and Un- 
learned Integrity , T never {aw the like 
of it ; eſpecially in a Clergy-Man, who 
you know Sir , ſince Miracles are cea- 
{ed , are ſuppoſed tro come to a better 
knowledge of the Mind of God, and 
better able to diſcover the ſame to 
the People that are committed to their 
Care, by dedicating themſelves , and 
their Time , to that Deſign and Ser- 
YICE. 
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ower to mind them of Feclefraſtical Cen> 

ſures : But, for my part, 1 know very 
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the Commandments, and ſaying the Creed 
backward ; for that is, or at leaſt muſt 
be his meaning, if he intended to gain- 
{ay what I had written ; that is, that 
Lcarning, and a good convenient E- 
ſtate, are of none, or very {mall ac- 
count and ule in a Clergy-Man; if there 
be but zntegrity of Life, and good Con- . 
verſatien : Which , I ſay, I think is not 
extraordinary true : For take this ſame 
[ntegrity, that has but /ittle Money, and 
very few Books, and give this /ntegrity 
a good Library, and the knowledge 
thereof, and an Hundred Pounds a 
Year ; and if this /ztegrity be not more 
conſiderable, and do more good in the 
World, than Poor, Naked and Un- 
learned Integrity , T never ſaw the like 
of it ; eſpecially in a Clergy-Man, who 
you know Sir , ſince Miracles are cea- 
{ed , are ſuppoſed to come to a better 
knowledge of the Mind of God, and 
better able to diſcover the fame to 
the People that are committed to their 
Care, by dedicating themſelves , and 
their Time , to that Deſign and Ser- 
YICe. 
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[c is juſt to as much purpoſe, and as 
much againſt me, when the Anſwerer 
fays on in the ſame Page, viz. That 
very Rich, and very Learned Clergy- 
Men , have been deſpiſ?d ; witneſs the 
Biſhops in the late Times. Yes, truly, 
I 'muſt needs grant an old Friend of 
mine, that taking away all their E- 
ſtates, the Arch-Biſhop's Head, and put- 
ting many of them in Priſon, are no- 
table Signs of their being deſpiſed : And 
he may remember alſo, what the ſame 
deſpifing Raſcals did ro our Soveraigy , 
the Xing; and what would he infer 
from thence 2 If any thing ar all, it 
mult, be, that Rzches and X nowledge are 
alrogether as uſeleſs, and as {ubje&t to 
Contempt, as Poverty and Hpnorance : 
If he pleaſe, he may ſo infer ; but when 
he has done, he will ſcarce be able to 
hire Two in a Country to believe him, 
unleſs they be very ſpecial and inward 
Friends. 

But of all Stratagems that he makes 
uſe of, to ſhew how vain and ſucceſs- 
leſs all my Endeavours were likely to 
be ; that certainly argues the moſt of 
cloſe and thick thinking, which he lucks 
upon ( p. 12.) Nay, ſays he, I will ven- 


rure 
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zure further a little to make it appear 
( and indeed if there were ever Venture 
made, this was one) that {gnorance aud 
Poverty are not the only groands of Coi- 
tempt ; for ſome Clergy-Men are as much 
JSligh:ed for their great Learnizg, as others 
are for their Ignorance. Now, although 
he ſays in his Preface, that he would not 
much boaſt of convincing the World , how 
much I was miftaken in what I undertook : 
yet, I am confident of it, rhat this Con- 
trivance of his, did inwardly as much re- 
joyce the Cockles of his Heart , as he 
phanſies, that what I writ did ſometimes 


much zickle my Spleen. But wherein, I 


pray, Sir, are they ſlighted 2 O, ſays he, 
in their Preaching,; a Leained-Scholar- 
Preacher -can neither keep the People a- 
wake , nor make them write after thim ; 
whereas a plain right-down, leſs Learned 
Divine, ſhall make them ſtare and Fart 
again ; ſo would an honeſt Block-River 
with his Beetle, hearcily- calling at the 
Church-Door , once in Five -or Six Mi- 
nutes, as well as the moſt Ecciefraſtical 
Fiſt powerfully exerciſing upon Edify:ng 

Wainſcot. | 
But does he think, Sir, that /grorance 
will out-Preach Learning > He js to re- 
C 2. member 
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member, that into want of Zearning, I 
put alio Jadiſcretion, and want of the 
uſe of Learning ; and alſo conſideration 
of the capacity of the Auditors ; and 
there be many other things beſides 
Greek and Latin, hard Words, and ſome 
Myſterious Points, Which to preach to 
Common People, you had as good give 


them a LZeFure about Squaring the Circle: 


And therefore he did not hear me ſay, 
that the greateſt Meer-Scholar, is always 
either the molt admired Preacher , or 
rcally does the moſt good, becauſe many 


.other Circumſtances are required , up- 
on which ,” the Fame and Succeſs of a 


Preacher does ſometimes depend : Bur 
yet, thus far I durſt yenture to ſay (ſce- 
ing that we are got upon the Yenturing 
Pin) that he that underſtands the ZZoly 


Scriptures beſt, and therein the Mind of 


God explained ; (under which, I compre- 
head all Learning requiſite for the ſame) 
he allo that has the Command of true 
and ufcful Rherorick ; diſcerning what 
Words are molt proper and intelligible ; 
and how they are ſo to be ordered, as 
they ſhall not make either any harſh 
and unpleaſant noiſe, nor be diſftcultly 


underſtood ; and that has beſides an au- 
dible 


( 25 ] 

dible and graceful Voice, 'a comely and 
unblameable Geſture; if this Man thus 
accompliſhd , be not more reſpeted, 
and likely to do more good in general, 
than he that wants all, or has bur 
ſome few of theſe, then it is a moſt 
raſh and idle thing, to wiſh the very 
meaneſt we have of the Clergy, to have 
had the opparrunitics of any better im- 
provement. 

But, O, the ſanftified poſtures, the 
familiar and condeſcending Similitades, 
and the znfrmuating and meltigg Voice | 
I hope, Sir , they do not relolve to 
muzzle my Clergy-man, or think that I 
intended only a mute Divine ; one that 
ſhould only frown, and forehead his Pari- 
ſhioners into a Godly Life, inſtead of 
': prudently reproving them; and ſaying 
\* nothingto the purpoſe, ſhould only chear 

up the people, with drawing up his 
Chaps info a pleaſant Smile, when the 
Uſe of Comfort is ready to come . Ot 
which Religious Face-makers, we had a 
great plenty in the Jate zealous times ; 
thoſe, T mean, that uſe to turn up the 
Glaſs, and ſpend a quarter of it, in rock- 
ing of themſelves intoa ſtill fic of Prayer, 


and then breaking out into a ſudden 
C 3 fright 
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fright of Devotion, as if rhey were riſen 
from the dead: We are ( thanks be to 
God ) paſt thoſe days, when the Pulpi- 
zeers uſe to {trip and truſs themſelves, as 
if they were to ſhew ſome ſpiritual tum- 
bing; and ſohaving hung up their Cloaks, 
and put | back' their Hair bchind their 
Ears, fometimes they were for bending 
backwards, as-if they would take up a 
Shilling in their Eyce-lids ; fometimcs 
again for ſtretching upon the Cuſhion, 
as if they 'would turn over their heads, 
and ſhew. you the double Summerſet ; 
bur then, if there came to be any-cxtraor- 
dinary Shew,; and the Occaſion did re- 
quire any tranſcendent Feats of Activity, 
and great Agility of Body, ſuch as a pub- 
lick Thanksgiving, or a Solemn Day of 
Humiliation ; {uch a time called only for 
cloſe Drawers, and the Breeches were to 
be left at home, becauſe they were great 
dampers of the power of the Spirit, and 
a vaſt hindrance to the efficacious carrying 
on the Work of the Day , and the imme- 
Aiately ſucceeding Tax: Then it was that 
Godlineſs chiefly conſiſted in the ma- 
nagement of the Eye ; and he that had 
rhe leaſt Pupil, was the moſt righteous ; 
becauſe moſt eaſily concealed by the 

rowling 
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rowling white. Thenit was, that they 
would icarce let a round facd man go to 
Heaven ; but if he had bur a little Blood 
in his Cheeks, his condition was counted 
very dangerous; and it was almoſt an 
infallible Sign of abſolute reprobation - 
And I will aflure you, Sir, a very honeſt 
man of a Sanguine Complexion, if he 
chanc'd to come nigh an officious Zealot's 
Houſe, might be ſet in the Srocks, only 
for looking freſþ in a froſty morning ; 
and yet, for all that, theſe pale and world- 
renouncing Saizts, ſhould lily lick up all 


the Sweet-meats of a {mall Pariſh, and 


religiouſly ſuck down a Pint or two 
of Malaga, and then deſpiſe the Creature, 
unleſs taken with moderation. 

What the Anſwerer meant, in ſaying 
that an unlearned Preacher had many 
ways to keep people awake, and to make 
them as buſie with their Pens, as the 
Clerks arc in their Chancery Office ; where- 
as aman of Reaſon, and true. Eloquence 
ſhould not ſo much as draw forth one 
Sigh, Tear, or drop of Ink, Ido not un- 
derſtand ; tor, for my part, I ſee nothing 
co the contrary, but that a Perſon of good 
Education and Diſcretion ( if he did ) 
not think it uſeleſs and phanraſtical ) may 

C 4 hollow 
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ho/tow as loud, as the molt illiterate of 
all; for, Sir, 'if 'you 'remember, carc 
was taken, that ſuch as were deſigned 
Ga for the Miniſtry, ſhould have, not only 
; all their outward Limbs, but allo good, 
ftrong, and laſting Entrails ; which, you 
Fit know, Sir, if the Mouth does but open, 
and things be bur a little ordered, will 
Th make moiſe enough. If indeed People 
on were to be be/ow'd or blown to heaven, 
then certainly their Herdſman with his 
Horn, might ſave more People of the 
vi Pariſh, than the Miniſter, though he 
il ſplits his Throat ; and I deny not, bur 
FA that a man may be ſcar'd by a whole Can- 
oi non, or a Crack of Thunder, but ſcarce 
' | _ into a good Life that will. hold and con- 
Uo | rinue ; and although to the late famous 
it Triers, 1 was an approved of Sign of 
Wy Converſion, to have been in a great Storm, 
or Tempeſt, and to have been a little 
of frighted or affected therewith; yet I cannot 
mHE forbear to ſay, that that perſon, who has 
| been kept awake by a meer hideous noiſe, 
and ſuch a ffrenuous Votce that will not 
ſo much as let the poor Fackdaws reſt 
quictly upon the Steeple: when he gets 
þ but once out of that jarrinz Din, he may 
Th" prefer.tly fall aſſeep, and as well try boy 
med1- 
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meditate upon a Sound of Trumpets, as 
any thing that he remembers towards the 
amendment of his life. 

I did partly, Sir, promiſe to oblerve 
the Anſwerer's Method ; bur I am afraid 
] ſhall not be altogether ſo good as my 
word ; and if I fail, I ſuppoſe it is no 
great matter; for I do not perceive that 
the cloſeneſs of his Siege is ſuch, as 
ſhould ſtrictly require any ſuch thing ; 
therefore before I procced any further, 
as he tells me p. 5. that he has no reaſon 
fo thank me, that I ſhould take notice of no 
other Occafrons of the Contempt of the Cler- 
gy, but Ignorance and Poverty; fo, I am 
{ure I have very little reaſon to thank him, 
for trying to make people believe, that 
T ſhould ſay, that whatever Djſzrace or 
Contempt did lie upon any of the Clergy, 
it was altogether their own Faults ; to 
which purpoſe, I am confident, he {peaks 
nigh twenty times in his Book. By two 
or three places, Sir, you may gueſs at 
his meaning in the reſt, p. 6. he ſays, 1 
do almoſt inſult over the Poverty of the 
Clergy ; ard that I do in a manner excuſe 
the Laity for deſpifing the Clergy ; and p. 
18. he wonders at me for thinking that 
:he Clergy is wholly acceſſary to their own 
ſhame 3 
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ſhame ; whereas zt is oft times their Misfor- 
tune, as he ſays, p. 23. and the matter 
had not been much, if he would: have 
been content, to have been miſtaken all 
alone by himſelf, but he muſt draw in the 
Countrey Gentlemen, and ſcandalize them ; 
and ſet them to make a groundleſs and 
ſenſeleſs Speech, from what he pretends 
they ſhould find in my Book ; ſaying, 
Look you here, Parſon, have you ſeen this 
Book ? here 1s one that has made it as plain 
as the Sun, that you are a company of dull 
Block-heads, and that the reaſon that you 
are no more reſpetted, is all your own fault ; 
and ſo youmay een fink in your own ſorrows, 
there is no body likely to pity you. 

Surely, Sir, the Anſwerer has got my 
Book purpolely Printed for his own m#- 
taking ; For, I can find no ſuch thing at 
all in mine, namely, that a/ the diſcredit, 
or calamity that falls upon any of the Clergy 
is wholly, and altogether occafioned by them- 
ſelves. But the contrary I find almoſt every 
page : as ſuppoſe a Lad ſhould be impo- 
{ed upon, and made believe he is fit for 
the Vativerſity ; and thereupon ſhould be 
preſently ſent away with Cato, Corderius, 
and 7extor's Epithites, for Gunpowder- 
treaſon ; and with Miviy ders ve — and 

perhaps 
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[30 1 
perhaps the beginning of the next verſe,{o 
firted to his tongue, that it is ready to 
ſtart out of his mourh ar the firſt ſight of 
the 7heatre, or Kings Colledge Chappel : 
and {uppoſe when he comes there, that 
his parts are ſuch, that the Muſes come 
upon him but very ſlowly, or that he 
cares not much for their further acquain- 
tance ; having been ſufficiently bang'd our 
of all love to them at Schoot already : 
or, {uppole he having a mind to ſtudy, 
has neither 77me, Books, nor Money to 
purchale them ; but muſt go to the 
Stationers, to look what's the Engliſh of 
a word ; and that his friends being cither 
not willing, or not able to maintain him 
there above five or fix months, he goes 
and ſeeks his fortune ; and fo as it is in 
the Fable, he skips into the pond, in hopes 
of a flock of Sheep ; but ſo it falls out, 
chat he never arrives to the preferment of 
above twenty pounds a year ; Whereupon, 
Sir, upon theſe and the like occaſions, it 
{o happens that ſuch an one poſlibly 
proves not very {erviccable to the Church, 
nor much cſteemed by the people : Now 
can any one in the world, beſides the 
Anſwerer, be {o mad as to think, that I 
who had reckoned up theſe, and many 
ucl 
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[ 32 ] 
ſuch occaſions of the contempt of the 
Clergy, and finding thereupon, here and 
there a perſon in orders not ſo honoured 
and uſeful, as might be wiſhed ; ſhould 
preſently bid him (or tempt others, by 
what I fay, todo it ) go hang, damn, or 
bury himſelf alive ; go fink, drown, or die 
in a ditch like a dog : he may &en. thank 
himſelf ; it was perfeFly his own fault: a 


pl 


great lazy Iubber, that might have had a 
Living of fix or ſevenſcore pounds a year ; 
and he muſt be modeſt, and go puling into 
a private corner with one of frxteen ; an 
idle and unambitious Coxcomb, that might 
have had his Barns toft full of Corn, be- 
fides two great ſtacks in the Tard; and 
when he ſhould be gathering in his refreſhing 
Harveſt, for him to be counting up his few 
in-coming eggs ; or ſcrambling with the poor 
Pirzg for Plums under the Damfin tree - 
an it contriviug Raſcal, that in his younger 
years ſhould chooſe to lug the bag and the 
bottle a mile or two to School : and to bring 
home only a ſmall bit of Greek or Latin 
moſt magiſterially conffrued ; and would not 
enter himſelf into one of the great Schools 
of the Land, where he - might have recei- 
ved his belly full of knowledgein full char- 


gers ; and afterward having five or ten 
pounds 
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pounds a year plentifully allowed him by his 
friends, ſhould forſake the Univerſity, and 
the Advantages thereof, and go ſneaking 
into the Country, and ſpend the prime of 
his years with a company of ſmall Grammar- 
Singers : a careleſs and improvident wretch, 
that ſhould be ſo overſeen, as to be deſcend- 
ed of ſuch an humourſom and phlegmatic 


Father, who was ſo ſurly, and dull as to 


beſtow upon him neither Eſtate nor Parts ; 
or that ſhould be ſo inconfiderate aud undiſ- 
cerning as that he ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be 
bezotten of ſuch mean and ordinary Pa- 
1ents : whereas there be ſo many fine and tall 
Gentle: folks in the world, that could have 
given or procured him preſent preferment : 
away miſtratle and low contented mortal ! 
Weep on, and die ! ſinking in your own 
forrows, and in your own contrived mi- 
ſeries ; for yoa are likely to have no help, 
pity or reſped from us. 

After this rate, Sir, he diſcredits the 
Country-Gentry, in that Speech , which 
he makes for them ; as if he could find 
any one creature in the whole Nation 
(that ever ſaw my Book ) beſides himſelf, 
{o egregiouſly weak, as to miſtake me fo 
grofly as he repreſents them to do. 


Neither, 
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| [ 34 ] 
Neither, Sir, would it fſatisfie the 4»- 
ſwerer to endeavour to make people believe 
that it was my opinion, that whatever 
aiſeſteem any of the Clergy did lie under, 
was perfectly occafion'd by their own choice, 
and wholly to be attributed to their own neg- 
leF, and imprudence , but he muſt needs 
g0 about to draw me in, ?o undervalue tbe 
whole Clergy of the Land : which he has 
as much reaſon to hope to do ( from any 
thing that I ſaid) as to try to perſwade 
me, that I promiſed in my firſt Letter, to 
cut my own Throat ; and for that purpoſe, 
he has {o ordered the buſineſs, that in 
the Mercurius Librarius, to the end of 
the 7ztle of his Anſwer, theſe words are 
added, viz. Wherein is contained a ſober 
Findication of the Clergy of England from 
the imputation of Folly and Ignorance. Now, 
Sir, although I did not {ſpend much time 
in contriving a ſet commendation of our 
wiſe and honourable Clergy ; yet in {eve- 
ral Places I faid ſo much, and acknow- 
ledg'd it ſo far, that I thought that no 
body, that would bur art all attend ro 
what I writ, and were not very humour- 
{ome and peeviſh beſides, could poilibly 
miſtake my Meaning ; my Deſign being 
not to make a needleſs and ſolemn Com- 
memorat10o!! 


( 35 ] 

memoration of the Learning and Wiſ- 
dom of our Clergy ( which the whole 
World has alviays admired , and have 
reaſon ſtill to do, 'and our 4dverſarzes to 
dread) but {till to encreaſe the' number 
of our Admirers , and that we' may be- 
come a greater terrour to the Fnyemzes of 
our Church. Neither, Sir, was I alto- 
gether ignorant, how much the ordinary 
ſort of our EngliſhClergy do far excel in 
Learning , the common Przeſis of the 
Church of Rome. But, Sir, as I told 
you in my laſt, as there were very good 
Reaſons (ever ſince /nfa/ibility, and the 
ſeveral Arts thereunto belonging , was 
laid aſide) for which it might be: conve- 
nient that our Common Clergy ſhould be 
richer than theirs : So for the ſame Rea- 
ſons, it might be requiſite ( or at leaſt 
very deſireable ) that it ſhould be more 
Learned ; but for all this, Sir, the 4»- 
ſwerer taking no great delight in under- 
ſtanding what I meant, on he goes, p.25. 
molt hiſtorically ſhewing, that the Engliſh 
Clergy, ſince the beginning of Quern E- 
lizabeth's Reign, is mach improved ; and 
the Reaſon is, becauſe they can now Preach 
much better, than the High-Sheriff could 
then : Whom I muſt grant to be a moſt 

admirable 
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admirable Preacher, if his Phanſte, and 
Biskets held out good to the end of his 
Sermey ; to Which, were it worth the 
while to reply, it might be ſaid, that ſup- 
poſing the Clergy be ſomewhat improved 
ſince thoſe Days he ſpeaks of; and that 
the reſt of the World ſtood ſtaring (till 
at the ſame low degrce of Underſtand- 
ing, then. a Clergy-Man, although bur a 
litcle amended in his Judgment, and ex- 
celling thoſe of former times, would be 
much valued and reſpected. Bur ſup- 
poſe the Lazty have an odd kind of Phan- 
fie to inquire, to improve, and in their 
way and proportion, to grow in Know- 
ledgeallo ; then a little improvement: in 
the Clergy will not poſſibly be fo huge- 
ly wondered at, as the Anſwerer expects 
it ſhould be, unleſs he could procure an 
Order to have all that are now living in 
the World , to be preſently knock'd on 
the Head, and to fetch from the Grave 
the ZZigh-Sheriff , and his ignorant HHal- 
berteers, to admire the growth and in- 
creaſe of Learning, that is now to be 
found in the preſent C/zrzy. Bur for my 
part, I muſt confeſs, I know no reaſon to 
deny, that the Clergy of the Land does 


daily conſiderably improve; but withal, I 
do 
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37 ] 
do not perceive where the Murder, Witch- 
crafr,or the Feſuitiſme of the buſinels lies, 
cither in wiſhing that they may {till pro- 
ceed ; or in gueſſing why they go on no 
faſter. . 

[ believe, Sir, you are ſufficiently 
tired with reading the ſmall devices, that 
the Anſwerer makes ule of to defeat the 
deſign of my Book, and the hard ſhifts 
that he is ſometimes put to, to contrive 
bur a conſezouable Miſtake ; but when his 
parts grow low, and his Invention flags, 
then he is for ſeeking our for one of my 
own ſuppoſed Ozje&tons ( and preſently 
hurting the Book, leſt he ſhould read any 
of the Anſwer) he ſpends his time in pa- 
raphraſing upon that. How often, Sir, 
he falls into this humour, it would coſt 
the Reader near {ix pence to know. 1 
ſhall giveyou therefore at preſent, Sir, 
bur one inſtance of it: About the begin- 
ning of p. 32. he wonders at me very 
much for {eeming to ſay, that the wors? of 
all Scholars are pick d out for Divinity. 
For, ſays he, 1s 7t not a ſtrange thing, that 
they who have diverted to other Studies , 
ſhould for a great part, prove excellent in 
their kind, able Lawyers, expert Phyſicians, 
&c. yet they only who ſettle to Divinity, 

D ſhould 
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ſhould for the moſt part prove otherwiſe ? 
Yes truly, it is a very ftrange thing; 
and I believe the like was icarce ever heard 
of ; eſpecially by an Anſwerer, who will 
neither read, nor guels tollerably : For, 
if he had bur taken that ſame proſpetive- 
Glaſs, which he adviſed me to look upon the 
Laity withal, p. 5.and had he bur rurned 
cither end of it upon whar I ſaid, p. 11, 
17, 2I, & 81. perhaps his wondring in 
time would have ſomewhat abate : for 
there he might have found, that very few 
determine themſelves to the Profeſſion of 
Law, or Phyſick, without the confidera- 
tion of ſome Effate, upon which they 
forelee they may be probably maintained, 
until they gain skill enough, and reaſon- 
able Confidence, to profeſs, what they 
deſign; and, ſure I am, that there 1s 
{carce now to be found a Lawyer in the 
Nation, that ever got, or is likely to get 
Sauce for a Pullet, but (beſides his Uni- 
verſity Preparations) has ſpent the beſt 
parc of his time, for ſix or feven years 
rogcther to fit himſelf for his intended 
Employment ; and as for thoſe many 
others that go only to the /nns of Court, 
to learn and admire the excellent Knack 
of eating withoux a Z7rencher, or to 

know 


& 2. 4, - 
j « rt Þ 
— TE) 


Sree. _ MS - , 
as, & 4 fp > WY » 0” F 5 6 4. i, y « 
ON VE ATED 75 IVE tetÞ < 4 ant 


TE ; ' 
INS. ornn3e. 08 IV="  EASEN 


p YET 5 on ng 
*y 2» 
Ueda 


L 39 1 

know the Porter's Name, and the (®: 
Terms, theſe are only a ſhame to them- 
{elves, to great diſcredit to the Profeſſion; 
becauſe rhey never intend, nor endea- 
vour to practiſe ; and if they ſhould go 
abour it,- it would be bur to very little 
advantage for them to give a proof of 
their 11] ſpent Time; for he that pal- 
pably loſes his Buſineſs at the Barr , 
once and again, meerly for want of 
Skill, and not out of pardonable Mi- 
ſtake, he may cen run Home to his 
Chamber , and lay afide his Gown ; for 
his Sword will as well become him in 
Michaelmas-Term , as in the Long Yaca- 
F100. 

And theſe, Sir , are the Choice, and 
Beſt of the Reaſons , thar I can find in 
the Anſwerer ; upon which, he will not 
ſuffer any of the Inferiour ſort of thre 
Clergy to come to any higher degree of 
Knowledge, before they enter upon their 
holy Employment. The next thing that 
he undertakes to jhew, is, that ſuppoſing 
the Tgnorance of any of the Clergy be 
ſuch, as it were convenient to wiſh it 
leſs ; yer, that I have either not truly 
aſſigned the caules of it , or have omit- 
red many. And here in the firſt place, 

D 3 he 
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he falls upon me as ſevcrely, as the very 
Cuſile-keeper himſelf could have almoſt 
done, for finding fault with the com- 
mon Method of Schooling : In which , 
his firſt Aſſault, about Greek and Lat, 
15 {o forcible and furious, his Reaſonings 
ſo killingly clole and deſtroying, and 
all his Deductions ſo ſecurely back'd aad 
guarded, that I was almoſt rempted to 
renounce Lopick, and all irs Works, and 
never to come again within a Furlong 
of an Untwiſter of Complex Themes ; but 
preſently to clap Hat under Arm , and 
ro run as hard as Legs would carry me, 
to the firſt Man that fold any 4mo, or 
T1W7]v, About the middle of p. 35. (a 
place I am ſure I ſhall no more forget 
than Marſtou-Moor ) after a mild and 
gentle Preface , as {weet and courteous 
as Friends could deviſe, viz. / beg your 
pardon , ſays le, if I be not altogetber 
of your Optnion, as to the buſineſs of School- 
inz. When, alas! (little thinking I of 
any ſuch danger, fo nigh at hand) with- 
out mercy he ſeizes upon me With the 
utmolt violence, and dint of Logick, and 
beginning with a moſt confounding dif- 
” junctive Sy/o7iſm , called by the wicked 
* and hard-hearted , a Dilemma , or Cor- 
nutre 
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mute (which you know, Sir, is the moſt 
barbarous and unchriſtian that can be 
invented by Man of Arzument ) he tclls 
me after this inhumane and {ſavage mans . 
ner ; Either, lays he, zt is neceſſary _ 
Greek and latin /hould be learned , 
mot, Now, for my part, Fire or Wee 
Burn or Drown ; I know not which to 
chuſe. If I ſay Not; then he has me 
moſt cruelly upon the Hip, and brings 
me over with a moſt deadly Gulth : For 
{, thinking nothing of this Mitchief, had 
gone, and { fooliſhly {aid, that there were 
very good 5orks in Tatin and Greek; and 
therefore ſecing I cannor ayoid it, I muſt 
ſay Yes; though ir be to the undoing 
of my Wife and Children. 7es, fays he? 
then if neceſſary , thoſe Languages are t6 
be learneel at School , or not : Well; it's 
een as good to be undone at firſt as ar 
laſt; I muſt ſay Yes again. Very good / 
lays the Auſwerer ; and now we have got 
you thus far ; T proceed, and aſſume. Nay, 
think I, now I perceive, he intends ro 
kill me alive ; now come French , Spa- 
atard, Turk, Tartar , or any deviſable 
ching ; - for nothing, am ſure , can be 
lo heatheniſh, and void of all Grace, as 
4 cruel and blood- thirſty Afſumer : But 

D 3 | 


bt T muſt be content ; for on he goes, and 
ve ro make an utter end of me, ſays, that 
4b if Greek and Latin are to be learucd at 


School, then a good proficiency 13 there to 


be made ; and if a good proficiency, then 
fk nothing but the meer words of the Langua- 
PLE ' res are to be ſtudied. But I know, Sir, 
il. he'll be ready to ſay that he does not 
"0 conclude ſo ; but I carc not for that ; for 
Mi he muſt concluce ſo , if he intended to 


bi 
FG conclude againſt what I ſaid : For I 
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FR ſaid nothing againſt the Languages, but 

| ob only that ſome other delightful Em- 
'Þ wy: ployments might be mixed with them ; 
| Uk | and that a very competent skill therein, 
\ (WL might poſlibly with more Advantage be 
WO gaind out of ſome other Aurhors , than 
| [t out of Difzonaries, or Fanua's , which 


are not much better. A Lad ſurely may 
bring up a little Arithmetick and Geome- 
zry, (beſide a good Bouget of Latin and 
Greek ) without breaking the Horſes 
Back ; eſpecially if his Fathers Mancomes 
but along with him. And as the A4x- 
ſwerer ſays, he has heard of Fathers, 
Councils, and the like; ſo I have heard 
there is a Greek Euclid ; and that there 
F be many Latin Books , out of which, 
1K © Knowledge, together with Words, _ 
| # 
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{43 ] 
be conveniently learned. But alas! now 
I think of it, old Folkes will not give 
unto Childrex any Reaſon , for fear it 
ſhould &hoak them. What give a Child 
rank and ſurfeiting Senſe ! [rt will breed 
Worms, the Itch, Kib'd Heels, and Scab- 
by Heads. Children muſt have only 
Warter-Gruel , ſcalld Milk, Bread and 
Butter thin ſpread , and gay d, and ca- 
ſie digeſtible Words. A 7riangle brings 


down the Pin of the Mouth, and a Square, 


if it be any thing large, certainly in- 
flames, and cauſcs the Squinzy. And, as 
the Anſwerer ſays, (p. 37.) 1t is Memory 
alone that is to be cheriſhed and employed 
in Lads ; that being the great Store-houſe 
and Foundation of all Learninz. Yet tru- 
ly, it is ſo; but for all that, I do not 
much approve, that a whole file of Lads 
ſhall be all hang'd up indifferently toge=- 
ther, for not being able in the ſame time 
ro get, and repeat ſo many Inches, or 
Feet of Words ; whereas perhaps ſome 
of them, having naturally but a {mall Fa- 
culty that way , have as much reaſon to 
be whipp'd becauſe their Hair is not 
curl'd and flaxen, or their Eyes are not 
Iray. And whatever Senſe the Anſwerer 
may pretend is to be found in Schoo!- 
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1 I muſt be content ; for on he goes, and 
mnt co make an utter end of me, tays, that 
rk if Greek and Latin are to be learned at 
| | | School, then a good proficiency 15 there to 
# by: ; be made ; and if a good proficiency, then 
S nothing but the meer words of the Langua- 
| NY. 'ges are to be ſtudied. Burt I know, Sir, 
W i: he'll be ready to ſay that he docs not 
S conclude ſo ; but I carc not for that ; for 
WE he muſt conclude ſo , if he intended to 
Wi conclude againſt what I ſaid : For I 
8 {aid nothing againſt tne Languages, but 
bt only that ſome other delightful Em- 
| f | ployments might be mixed with them ; 
Fit and that a very competent skill therein, 


— 
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might poſſibly with more Advantage be 
1 Ft gaind out of ſome other Aurhors , than 
| out of Didronaries, or Fanua's , which 
are not much better. A Lad ſurely may 
bring up a little 4rithmetick and Geome- 
?ry, (beſide a good Bouget of Latin and 
Greck ) without breaking the Horſes 
Back ; eſpecially if his Fathers Mancomes 
but along with him. And as the A4z- 
ſwerer ſays, he has heard of Fathers, 
| Councils, and the like; ſo I have heard 
Þ there is a Greek Euclid ; and that there 
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[ 43 ] 
be conveniently learned. But alas ! now 
I think of it, old Folkes will not give 
unto Children any Reaſon , for fear ir 
ſhould &hoak them. What give a Child 
rank and ſurfeiting Senſe ! Ir will breed 
Worms, the Itch, Kib'd Heels, and Scab- 
by Heads. Childre» muſt have only 
Warter-Gruel , ſcalld Milk, Bread and 
Butcer thin ſpread , and gay'd, and ea- 
ſie digeſtible Words. A 7riangle brings 


down the Pin of the Mouth, and a Square, 


if it be any thing large, certainly in- 
flames, and cauſcs the S$quirzy. And, as 
the Anſwerer lays, (p. 37.) It is Memory 
alone that is to be cheriſhed and employed 
in Lads ; that being the great Store-houſe 
and Foundation of all Learniaz. Vet tru- 
ly, it is{o; bur for all that, I do not 
much approve, that a whole file of Lads 
ſhall be all hang'd up indifferently toge=- 
ther, for not being able in the ſame time 
ro get, and repeat ſo many Inches, or 
Feet of Words ; whereas perhaps ſome 
of them, having naturally but a {mall Fa- 
culty that way , have as 'much reaſon to 
be whipp'd becauſe their Hair is not 
curl'd and flaxen, or their Eyes are not 
gray. And whatever Senſe the Anſwerer 
may pretend js to be found in. Schoo!- 
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[ 42 ] 
I muſt be content ; for on he gocs, and 
ro make an utter end of me, ſays, that 
if Greek and Latin are to be learned at 
School, then a good projiciency 13 there to 
be made ; and if a good profictency, then 
nothing but the meer words of the Langua- 


' res are to be ſtudied. But I know, Sir, 


he'll be ready to ſay that he does not 
conclude ſo ; but I carc not for that ; for 
he muſt conclude ſo, if he intended to 
conclude againſt what I ſaid : For I 
{aid nothing againſt the Languages, but 
only that ſome other deljghttul Em- 
ployments might be mixed with them ; 
and that a very competent $skill therein, 
might poſſibly with more Advantage be 
gaind out of ſome other Aurhors , than 
out of Didtonaries, or Fanua's , which 
are not much better. A Lad ſurely may 
bring up a little Arithmetick and Geome- 
7ry, (beſide a good Bouget of Latin and 
Greek ) without breaking the Horſes 
Back ; eſpecially if his Fathers Man comes 
but along with him. And as the Az- 


ſwerer ſays, he has heard of Fathers, 


Councils, and the like; ſo I have heard 
there is a Greek Euclid ; and that there 
be many Latin Books , out of which, 
Knowledge, together with Words, may 
be 


L 43 ] 
be conveniently learned. But alas | now 
I think of ir, o/d Polkes will not give 
unto Children any Reaſon , for fear ir 
ſhould. &hoak them. What give a Child 
rank and ſurfeiting Senſe | Ir will breed 
Worms, the Itch, Kib'd Heels, and Scab- 
by Heads. Childre» muſt have only 
Water-Gruel , ſcalld Milk, Bread and 
Butter thin ſpread , and gay'd, and ea- 
ſie digeſtible Words. A 7riang/e brings 


down the Pin of the Mouth, and a Square, 


if it be any thing large, certainly in- 
flames, and cauſcs the Sqxzzzy. And, as 
the Anſwerer ſays, (p. 37.) It is Memory 
alone that is to be cheriſhed and employed 
in Lads ; that being the great Store-houſe 
and Foundation of all Learning. Yet tru- 
ly, it is ſo; bur for all that, I do not 
much approve, that a whole file of Lads 
ſhall be all hang'd up indifferently toge= 
ther, for not being able in the ſame time 
ro get, and repeat ſo many Inches, or 
Feet of Words ; whereas perhaps ſome 
of them, having naturally but a {mall Fa- 
culty that way, have as 'much reaſon to 
be whipp'd becauſe their Hair is not 
curl'd and flaxen, or their Eyes are not 
o2ray. And whatever Senſe the Anſwerer 
may pretend is to be found in Schoo!- 
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[ 44 ] 
Books to aſſiſt and help the Memory, yet 
it is uſually ſo unaiſcernable to Lads, 
that you had as £ood ſet them to get by 
Heart all the Szgns from 7emple-Bar to 
Weſtminſter , as many Tasks that they 
are oft-times obliged to. 

And as for the buſineſs of Homer, if 
che Anſwerer will promiſe me not to bc 
angry, I will for once chuſe rather ro be 
of my Lord Bacon's Opinion than his ; 
who tells us in his advancement of Learn- 
ing, © thar he can without any difficulty 
** pronounce, that the Fables of Homer 
* (notwithſtanding he has been made a 
** kind of Scripture by the later Schools of 
* the Greczans) had no ſuch inwardnels in 
* his own meaning ; but however as the 
* Anſwerer well obſerves, there is ſome- 
what elſe in Homer beſides Achilles's 
Toes. BurtT profeſs, Sir, my mind did 
ſo run upon the fo often commended 
Moveables of the Captain (mides xv;) that 
T might eaſily forget the Buck/e-Garters. 
Bur 1s there no thing cle in that ancient 
and venerable Poet, but ſtories of Foot- 
menſhip, and ſuch like low accompliſh- 
ment ? Was it not he that laid down the 
firſt Elements of Phyfic and Chirurgery ; 
and gave the firſt Glimpſes for ſrraping 

of 
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[ 45 ) 

of Lint and ſpreading Piaiſters upon Lea- 
ther? Is he to be undervalued, that is 
not only the moſt Chriſt;az but molt 
Proteſtant of Poets ; in whole Works 
you may not only find all Prattical Di- 
vinity, as faſt as in the /zttle Book of Piety 
jt (elf; but moſt Caſes of Conicience 
warily reſolved, and knotty Controverſies 
acutely decided ? Is he to be called a 
RumLler, who glides as ſmooth as a Star, 
or a fired Rocket of Tow: who was not 
like common confined Mortals, born at 
one dull place ; but at no leſs than ſeven 
the moſt eminent C'ztzes of the FaF? - 
Is he, with whoſe Works 4lcxanderalone 
could take reſt, when as the whole world 
beſides could not content him ; and who 
has been ſo ſolemnly quoted in all Apes, 
and ſo generally relied on as the only 
Standard of Gre@cian Claſſicalueſs, to be 
compared with Garagantua, that was fa- 
mous for nothing elie but Torchchuls ! A- 
las, Sir, this is nothing to what mighr 
be found in ZZomer,if people were but dili- 
gent, and'go but deep enough into the 
Original, There is the Jeſuits Powder, 
that the world has made ſuch a great ſtir 
about, lies ſo evidently in one place, 
that reading bur the very Verſe withtruc 
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Accent, Will almoſt cure an ordinary 
Quartan: And again, there is the Philo- 
fophers Stone; for which people have 
been groping lo many Apes : I could ſay 
ſomewhat concerning a certain long 
word in the ſecond 74d, that would en- 
courage an often fruſtrated Philoſopher , 
to call for his deſpairing Bellows, and 
preſently to blow up afreſh. And in- 
deed moſt of thoſe Rarities, which latter 
Ages have counted themſelves happy and 
ingenious in the finding out ; as the 
Compaſs, Printing, the Circulation of 
the Blood, and the like, are fundamen- 
tally all in ZzZomer; and if People had 
not been Lazy and .Diſtruſtful , mighr 
have been long before brought to light, 
by a little help of Didymus and Euſta- 
thius. 

And this puts me in mind of what 1 
have heard fo often ſaid concerning his 
Latin Brother, Prince Virgil ; namely,that 
if all Arts and Sciences were abſolutely 
loſt, burnt or ſunk, and only Y7:rgl left 
ſecure in the Capitol, they might be all 
molt eaſily recovered out of him, by 
one that has bur patience, a black Eye, 
and a good Commentator. In one corner 
of a Yerſe lie very cloſe all the Secrets 
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and ſeveral Syſtems of Aſtronomy ; and 
though Ricciolus has ſeemed to ſearch 
many Authors for his curious Obſerva- 
tions, and to have ſpent many an Hour 
in his ingenious Contrivances ; yet if 
you trace him Home , and watch him 
but cloſely, you will find, Sir, that he 
is only a Paraphraſe of Four or Five 
Pounds price, upon thoſe bare fruitful 
Words of the Poet——- quo fidere terram. 
From another ſmall quantity of Princely 
Verje may be retrieved , if need ſhould 
be, all the practical as well as funda- 
mental Laws of Pelicy ; and that Cand:2 
ſtood out Twenty Years, only by a right 
underſtanding of —— Apibus quanta ex- 
perientia parcs ; keeping cloſe to the Let- 
cer; and was afterwards taken by ſome 
idle, and looſer interpretation of the 
ſame words; there is nothing more 
plain. Nay, Sir, I ſhall tell you a little 
further, what a Nonconformiſt not long a- 
go hinted ro me, viz. That if the preſent 
Fathers of our Church would but lay afide 
all Feclefiaſtical Hiſtory , Fathers, Coun- 
cils , aud Canons, he would undertake to 
draw up, out of the Evangelical and Pro- 
phetical Writings of Virgil (as he call'd 
them) ſuch a Body of Divinity and Church 
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Diſcipline, as ſhould exattly agree with the 
Primitive Dottrine and Intentions of our 
Szviour ; and more than that (giving me 
a private Jogg) he was almoſt ture, that 
if this great Poetical Divine had lived in 
our days, he would have turn'd out at Bar- 
tholomew ; for he found ſome notable In- 
finuations in the Author againſt the Sur- 
plice, and renouncing the Covenant. So 
that, Sir, upon further conſiderations, I 
muſt be forced ro acknowledge, what 
the Anſwerer ſays, page 38. that zoge- 
ther with the Fabulous part of Poetry, there 
is a great deal of uſeful Learning to be 
fountt. 

But withal, Sir, I muſt beg leave to 
put in a Caution or two, as to what was 
{aid a little before concerning Z7omer ; 
and then not a word more of Homer all 
this Year. And firſt of all, I have made 
{ome little enquiry, concerning Alexan- 
der's laying him under his Pillow 3 and 
I find that the Learned differ ; ſome pla- 
cing him only upon a Stool by the Beds- 
ſide, and others over his Head upon a 
little Ridge ; the ancient Manuſcripts 
not fully agreeing about vm and une ; 
and as for Rablas, I ſhall not undertake 
for his being of the Reformed Religion ; 

bur 
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but as to Divine My5eries, | think that 
Homer and he may cqually pretend ; and 
though Compariſons arc odious , yer | 
am ſomewhat forward to acknowledge, 
chat the mighty Spirit of Garagantua de- 
clining the vulgar way of coming into 
the World , and cunningly crawling up 
the ZZo/ow Vein, and fo making his El\- 
cape under his Mother's Far, 1s not 
much inferior either for Honour or 
Strangeneſs , to that Sever-C:ty Birth of 
Homer, 1 meet indeed ſometimes with 
Idle, Extravagant People , that are ſo 
prophane as ro compare his Poems to 
Chivychaſe ; but ſuch I always check, 
ſhewing them plainly, that when the 
Poet has a Mind to recreate his Readers 
ro purpoſe, then by the elegant help of 
his little tickling 7's and 4's, he could 
do it {o effectually, that nothing ever 
came more delightful from the Town of 
Athens. What more Thecrbo-like , than 
Ty N nucdbe] trum Tang wardporr MewvTh 
What more ſmooth and cceleſtial, than 
SExivovre, SiwnAcyTre, ToAvxvinuo!) Emxwrly, BUL 
indeed, when the Broad Sides of Polu- 
phloisboio's , the #ſippodamoio's , and the 
Peluſcarthmoio's are dreadfully diſcharged 
cowards the upper end of the School, and 
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[ 50 ] 
the Noiſe thereof come grumbling down 
like a Cart over a Wooden Bridge ; I 
will nor ſay, bur that a ſmall Lad or ſo, 
of a tender Conſtitution , may chance 
to creep underneath the Table. Bur to 
make an end, Sir, of this ; queſtionleſs 
there is a very peculiar and ſecret worth 
in ſeveral Authors; and if you want a 
Bir of Ancient Authority, to plant Claſſs- 
cally upon the Title-page of your Book, 
there is none that is more fit, or has been 
more ſerviceable, than rhe worthy Poez 
before-mentioned. Nay , ſo ſerviceable 
has he been in rhis kind, that I durſt al- 
molt venture to fay, that if he ſhould by 
any Misfortune be afterwards utterly loſt, 
he mighr be ſo far pick'd up by Pieces 
out of Title-Pages , that there ſhould 
{carce be wanting one + 4" dmwaCiue- 
»©- _ 

And thus having done with Greek and 
Latin, I ſhall now, Sir, follow the 4x- 


ſwerer to p. 39. where he tells the World, 


that if he would have made the worlt Con- 
SFruftion of all things, (and indeed worle 
I think no body could have made very 
eaſily) it 5 my Opinion, that Thirteen or 
Fourteen Tears of Age, is old enough for a 
Boy to be dubÞ'd a Freſhman in the Uni- 
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verfity ; whereas I only faid, it is bur 
very low and ſlender Diet , to live Six- 
teen Years. upon the meer ſtrength of 
Words : But notwithſtanding that , he 
hurries on in a moſt ſharp confutation of 
me, c#teris paribus, as he did about Greet 
and Latin; but yer ſomewhat . warily 
quoting by the way, Dr. Hammond, and 
amther that were admitted into the Univer 
fity at Thirteen and did well, Whereas, 
in that place, it never enter'd into my 
thoughts to confider ro what Years i 
was beſt ro continue at Schoo/ : But on- 
ly, ler the time be what it will, I thought 
that {ome of ir poſſibly might be better 
ſpent. But the Anſwerer does no more 
here, than in many Places beſides ; for 
where the confutable matter grows ſcarce 
and thin, then he is for making ſome 


. certain Opinion for me ; and having de- 
puted me to fay ſuch and ſuch Words, 


he begs leave to ſuggeſt ſomewhat, Pag. 40. 
and then he falls with all vengeance up- 
on that ſame poor Opinion of his own 
deviſing, and knocks it, and bangs it te 
Duſt and Aſhes. And this 'Humour is 
ſo powerful upon him, that within Two 
or Three Pages he is at it again, v/z. 
Pag. 43. {t does not, ſays he, aiways ne- 
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ceſſarily follow, that Rope-dancers in the 


Schools , prove Fack-puddings in the Pul- 
pit. No verily, it does not ; and I knew 
it very well : But that docs nor hinder, 
bur that it may ſometimes follow , or 
very often , or «uſually happen (as I ſaid 
Page 33.) I pray, Sir, when you meet 
the Anſwerer next , deſire him to look a 
little better to his Words : He could not 
be content to put in always inſtead of 
uſually ; but he muſt bind ir, and ram it 
with neceſſarily ; ſaying , 7t does not al- 
ways neceſſarily follow. 1 owe him, as I 
remember, a little curioſity, for treating 
me fo barbarouſly about that ſame trou- 
bleſome Word whatever. I wiſh withal 
my heart, that he had not faid always ; 
for an Old Friend, an Old Acquaintance 
to fay always! and to put in neceſſarily 
beſides ! it was certainly a moſt unhap- 
py overſight. But then, I liked that 
which follows ſingularly well ; 2. e. ha- 
ving made me to ſay, that a// that ever 
had been Preavaricators and the like, did 
aiways neceſſarily prove Triflers in the 
Pulpit. There, fays he, 41 think I have 
catch'd him bravely ; for I know ſome that 
never came there ; and others that have ; 


who behave themſelves very gravely and 
ſerionlly. 


U 53-1 | 
ſeriouſly. Yes, and ſo do I know ſeveral; 
that have been courted, or forc'd to un- 
dertake thoſe publick places of wit ; who 
are now in their ſeveral profeſſions, as 
conſiderable perſons as belong to our 
Nation : But yet for all that, as I be- 
lieve , that it was not gui4/zzz which 
made them ſo cofiderable, fo {till T am 
apt to think, that ſuch Exerciſes do pro- 
voke flender-witred Lads , to ſpend too 
much of their time in {uch Trifles, who 
having no ſuch tempting Examples, nor 
hopes of applauded Jeſts, might poſſibly 
have employed themſelves in ſuch Stu- 
dies, as might have made more for 
their own, as well as the Worlds Adyan- 
tage. 

_ TI wonder what the Azſwerer counts 
worth the while, when he ſays, pag. 
4. he thouzht it worth his, to add a 
ſupplement 10 thoſe things, which T had 
reckoned as cauſes of that Ignorance, that 
is in ſome of the Clergy, I am not, Sir, 
ridiculouſly ſilly, as to ſay that nothing 
might be added, : But yet in all ſober 
ſadneſs, the Anſwerer mult excuſe me, 
if I ſay down right, that the Accompt 
which [ have given, does not at all ap- 
pear impzrfet?, by any addition that Kos 
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[ 54 } 

has made. For firſt of all, ſays he, 7 
hve skipped over the dulncſs of ſome mens 
z.1tural parts. Surely thoſe places were 
19t rent out of my Book, that tell him, 
not only that a Lads parts ought to be 
gueſs'd at, and oft-times might ; but that 
dilcreet and wile Phyſicians ſhould alſo 
b:coatulced, before it ſhould be deter- 
mined that he ſhould live by Learning. 
I did not indced give any particular dire- 
Ctions that every Lad, before he was 
{o determined, ſhould take a certain purge; 
and according as that ſhould be found ro 
move the humours quicker or ſlower, ſo he 
jhould be reſolved upon, as ſprightful and 
apprehenſive, or as dull and incapable : 
But excepting that one thing, all care was 
raken that any man (beſides the unrea- 
fonable Anſwerer) could poſſibly expett - 
Bur yet for all that, he ſays alſo, that 7 
forgor the ſhort ſtay, which ſome make at the 
Uuverſiy ; which in truth, as he ſays, 7 
had great reaſon to have take notice of. 
Which I did, as I think, ſo plainly, that 
I know not how to have done it more,un- 
leſs I ſhould have got ir engroſs'd upon 
Fellom in great Text hand, and have or- 
dered every word to begin with a vaſt 
4 Leiter, But theſe omiilions of mince 

ho 


E391 

1c hints at by the by only : But pag. 45. 
he pitches upon three very remarkable 

things, which he ſays, 5y my /2V04r, he 
thinks T have not confidered, and yet they 
are ſuch as do much concurr to the ke eepins of 
ſome of the Clergy low in Learning, viz, 
want of Books, want of time, and want of 
learned Company. Now, Sir, if you remem- 
ber, the A»ſwerer ſays, that he Tave a 
billing for my Letter, and read it. Bur, 
for my part, 1 profeſs T can ſcarcetell how 
to believe him ; for he writes and an{wers, 
as if he had lived alrogether at the Mo- 
lucco Ilands, or, as he ſays of himſelf in 
his Preface, like one that is out of the 
World of Books, What can we do, ſays he, 
P. 44. without Books, unleſs learning were in- 
fuſed and inſpired into us by a Miracle 3 
and ag hat car we do with Books, un- 

leſs we had time to read them 2 Very rignt ; 
and ſo fad I: And 1 know no difference, 
bur only I fay it in Hichrelmas Term, and 
he ſays 1. in /7iZaryp. It is, Sir, to me a 
very ſtrange thing, that the Axfwerer 
ſhould feem perfedtly to forget what L 
{aid : and yet take the very ſame words, 
and Print them, and fell them for /:pp/e- 
ments and zew diſcoveries at the Kings 
Arms in S. Pauls Church-Tard, which were 
E 4 {2108 
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( 56 ] 
told three months before at the Arge/ in 
Cornbill. 

And thus, Sir, I have in ſhort conſider- 
ed what the Arſwerer had ſaid as to 
S-hools and the Univerſities. It 1s time 
for im now to call me to an accompt 
concerning preaching. Which he does pag. 
53. and the brit of all he {ets upon me 
with a charge general, for endcavouring 
to bring the wholc Ofice of Preaching, into 
Contempt. I wonder that, when he was 
about it, he did not thruſt it home: and 
accule me of cutting ofi the late XKngs 
head ; or that Ihad adeſign to burn all the 
Bibles that were to be found ; from the 
largeſt thar lies on the Des#, to the ſmall- 
eſt Geneva ; not leaving, if poliible, ſo 
much as a P/alter or Primer in the whole 
Land : and that to his knowledge I did 
intend to begin this Antichri/tiun work 
upon the firſt of June; that rhe billets 


moſt certainly were alrcaay provided ; 


and thar I had ſpoken for the bruſh wood 
to be brought out of Fent. When peo- 
pic fall a gueſling, I love they ſhould 
guels to ſome purpoic. I hate all {mall 
ambiguous furmiſcrs ; all quivering and 
mincing conjectures ; give me the luſty, 
and bold Thinker: who, when he under- 

takes 
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( 57 ] 
takes to Prophecy, does it punctually- 
Tou write, 1ays the Anſwerer, at that rate, 
as if you had a deſign to bring the whot'e Of- 
fice of Preaching in Contempt, Who cat 
tell, Sir, what my defign was, but my 
ſelf, any further than it may be judged by 
my words 2 let every body deſign tor 
himſelf: why ſhould one man deſign for 
another ? would not the A4»ſwerer think, 
Sir, that I were very frantick, if i ſhould 
rel him, that I beg his pardon ; but in 
my opinion he writes after that rate, as it 
he had a deſign to diſparage himſelf ana 
his Profeſſion : or, that he has managed 
his buſineſs ſo ſlenderly, as if he hac 
hired him to fer forth a mean Axſwer ; 
and thereby to build my ſelf a Reputation 
upon th weakneſs and miſtakes rhereof. 
This, Sir, would look like a flie and 11: 
natur & Infinuation : or like one of thole 


lame difmngenuons ſquints, with which the 


Anſwerer pag. 57. ſays my Letter looks up- 
on the Clergy. But is it for certain that [ 
am againſt all Preaching 2 and that my 
deſign is to bring that holy exerciſe alto- 
gcther into Contempt ? Might not ſome 
favourable and tender hearted man by no 
means be perſwaded to think otherwiſe 2 
uo, by no means; fays the Anſwerer : for 
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[ 58 ] 
that 7 ru: by through the whole method of 
Preaci:;nz, he finds that F am againſt all 
Preſaces, Similitudes, Diviſions, mollif) fy- 
ing Sentences, Latin and Greek, fre ' and 
#ith, Mr. Dod, and all that is woort. 

And of all things, Sir, which trouble the 
Anſwerer, [ perceive nothing does it more, 
than that I thould {peak flightly and 
meanly of Prefaces. Thai ſeems, ſays he, 
(p. 55.) to me that our very Prefaces are 
Siighted, and meanuly fprken of :. and if fo; 
ihe 's Jan. 2 014 Rel; 77on : farewel Church 
and Steeple : far ewel Pulpit and Cuſhion : 

hs fake away Our dear Prefaces| Can he 
te a wellantfer to Preaching, who will no? 
io much as let us begin our Sermons 2 and 
can he be an ENCOUT AgeT of hearins the 


Word, that will not ſuffer the at tention of 


the Andi to be prepared 6 gy A C077 ft de- 
rable Preface ? or a Friend to the reading 


of the Bille, that will not allow ſo much of 
zize firſt of Geneſis, as to make mention of 


Agam ? what againſt Prefaces ! has he ſo 
Uuttle kuorledze of the Scriptures , as to 


forget St. Luke, the great Evangelical O- 


rator ? 7s he of wo worth or example with 
im ? Methinks the beginning of his Goſpel 
might have taught him more modeſty and 
maniers, than to be againſt Prefaces ; and 

FI 
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is there any hurt to begin a Seri with 
Adam, ſeeinz there is ſuch a rreat afrnity 
between the Old Teſtament and the New ; 
aud that many Texts in ile New do jo 
plainly refer to the firſt Adam ? Yes tru- 
ly ; becauſe it ſeems not convenient that 
the Sermon upon Good Friday, ſhould 
have the ſame beginning with that upon 
Triaity Sunday ; becauſe I ſtiared them 
on this ſide Adam, and that too, when 
the Text was in the Revelations, laying 
nothing at all but they might begin ar 
the Flood, the Captivity, or the like ; be- 
cauſe I knew it was the Humour of ſome, 
to ſpend half the Hour in beginning to 
begin their Sermons ; fetching their Pre- 
face as far oft as they could turn the 
Bible backward : And Jailly , becauſe it 
ſeems reaſonable thar People { as tar 
as might be) ſhould be inſiructed in all 
the ſeveral duties of their Rc-77-42, and 
have the greateſt and moſt uic'ul parts 
of the Scripture explaind to them : There- 
force am I againſt all Prefaces. I wonder 
he did not conclude , that in my FHicarr 
I was againſt Adam, Moſes and the Pro- 
phets ; he might have done it as well, if 
he had but thought of it. St. Luke has 
a ſhort and ſuitable Preface of Four 

E 4 Verlſes, 
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Verics, to his whole Goſpel, but begins 
neither with {dam nor Belf{b:i:24ar; and 
vou know Sir, St. Chryſo/tame, the Or- 
tor of the Church, has many Volumes 
of Homilies or Sermons ; but as I remem- 
ber, there are very few Prefaces taken 
from Adam; and yct you know, Sir, 
the New Teſtament didl as much refer to 
the 0/4 and firſt Adam, in St. Chryſo- 
ſtom's days as in ours : the afinity being 
not. much increaſed ſince : And if the 
Asxſwerer pleaſe to look, he ſhall therc 
find the /Zoly Father to have Prefaces 
proper and peculiar to the Time, Oc- 
caſion or Subject of his Diſcourſe : And 
ſo have all Orators, an{werable to the 
Matter they intend to ſpeak. 7u/ly, 
you know , Sir, and Demrnſthenes, were 
often call'd upon for Specches, but they 
knew how to prepare their Auditors , 
without diſturbing Rexulus or Theſeus ; 
and yet you know, Sir, there was a ve- 
ry cloſe reference between Catilin and 
and Romulus ; for Catilin ſhould have 
burnt the very City of Rome, which /to- 
mulus had Founded. But the Orator 
chought it better to begin with Qzou/- 
gue tandem, than Cogitandi Romulo. And 
3 believe his preſent Maje/ty much _ 

red 
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dred to what Nation he was reſtored, 
when the Rhetorical Mayor welcom'd him 
to his Corporation with a long Complc- 
ment derivid from Adam. I am not, 
Sir, ( God forbid that I ſhould) againſt 
the Anſmerer's putting into his Prayer 
(for perhaps it may be part of it) that 
the Words which he is to Preach, may be 
as Goads, and as Nails faſtend by the 
"after of Aſſemblies. But if he ſhould 
begin every 7ext in the Bible with that 
very ſame Preface (which he may equal- 
ly do) I believe ſome idle People would 
ſay ſomewhat ; I cannot certainly tell 
what. The Azſwerer, Sir , invites me 
(Pag. 52.) very kindly to hear him preach, 
and that if I will go over , he wil give 
me one of the beſt of his Sermons. Burt 
if 1 do, Sir, I think to {end him word 
ro deſire him (for that Day) to forbear 
Belſhazzar ; let him do all the Year be- 
fides, as he thinks fit. I thall alſo take 
ir for a Favour, if he would not begin 
his Sermon thus, As Abraham fare 7» the 
Tent Door , and lifting up his Fyes , and 
looking, behold Three Angels appeared be- 
fore him; ſo if you pleaſe to fland with pas» 
tience and expetation , you fhall ſee me 
coming towards you in theſe three particu- 

Lars. 
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lars. And, if with any convenience, he 
can diſpence with it, I would beg of him, 
thar he does not take that of 17ſiah ; 
Come ye buy, and eat, yea, come buy Wine 
aud Milk, without Money and without 
Price ; or if he does, that he would not 
tell me, that his Text is like a ſpiritual 
Sack-poſſet ; for 1 was told ſo once, and 
T ſcarce ever loy'd Sack-poſſet ſince. Pol- 
ſibly alſo I may obtain at his Hands not 
to take that of the Apoſt/c to 7 imethy, 
This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus came in- 
to the World to ſave fruners, of whom 1 
am chief ; not but that it is a very 
good place of Scripture ; but it is a 
Zext that has been imagin'd juſt like a 
Chriſtmas Feaſt ; confiſting of Three Diſhes ; 
the firſt Diſh was to be commended for its 
ſecmdueſs ; This is a faithful Saying : The 
ſecond for its ſweetneſs; It is worthy of all 
acceptation : And the third Diſh was a 
Propoſition, confiſtins of Five Ingredients. 
Now, Sir, if the Anſwerer had had bur 
the wntwiſting, the dreſſivg, and the ſer- 
ving up of this luſcious Propoſitions what 
a Feaſt would the-People then have had > 
what wonderful variety of Subjefts and 


Predicates might this Diſh have afforded 2? 
, How 


' 93 ] 

How many Choice and Princely Bs 
might haye been here diſcovered ? and 
how plentifully might it have been {fd 
and /zrded with juicy Latin and Greek 2 

a Diſh of Propoſitions | I would go a Mile 
to ſee, if it were but one ſimple one in 

a Piſh ; and to confider , how puzled 
the /fings Carvar would be, to take off 
the Subjef from the Pradicate, without 
—_— the poor thin lurking Copula. 
Now, I know, Sir, ſome are of {ſuch nice 
and Elhionable Stomachs , that common 
Senſe and Truth will not down with 
them, unleſs it be haſh'd and fricafſed ; 


they muſt have their Barricados of 


greedy defire, and Eſcalado's of Virtuc, 

and Chrit muſt be the Dauphin of Hea- 
ven ; bur, for my part, I had rather havc 
any plain and homely Entertainment, {o 
it be freſh and whollome , than a whole 
Platter full of fuch feaſting Prefaces, which 
with a little new garnithing, ſhall ſervc 

for Eaſfter, Whitſuntide, and all the FYo- 
lidays in the Year; for your Propoſitions 
are a fort of Diet, that will keep a long 
'time in Sowſe-drink ; if they do but now 
and then change the Pickle, and take 2 
new Text 
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I do not at all queſtion, Sir, but that 
you knew very well before (as well as 
now) what that meant, which I ſaid a- 
bout Prefaces. But I have very little 
hopes of the Ayſwerers being ſo fudden- 
ly improved , as to underſtand me yer ; 
who has given ſuch late ſtances of his 
ſlowneſs before : But however, I proceed 
Sir, to the buſineſs of dividing of Texts: 
And what I faid as to that in my for- 
mer , was upon this Account, namely , 
that it was a thing very eaſily to be 
obſerved , that many that went into 
Floly Orders , to inform and fave Men , 
ſpent roo much of their time in Logical 
oſtentation , and nice Dzvi/1ons of their 
Texts ; and after ſuch a manner, as they 
had very little Authority for {o doing , 
either in ancient Zoly Writers, or in o- 
ther good Authors; of which, I believe, 
we may ſearch a great many, before we 
can find any Melting, Dropping or Diſ- 
ſolving the Matter that they intend to 
treat of, We are bluntly told by the 0- 
rator, Bonorum tria ſunt genera, and Ac- 
cuſationis tres ſunt partes ; and by Czar, 
Gallia eſt omnis diviſa ( not neatlv and 
featly liquefatta) in partes tres ; and I 
know not how the X7z7 would take it, 

it 
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if they ſhouid tell him, that his Dowz- 
ions were to be melted into Enzland , 
Scotland, &c. And notwithſtanding rhe 
Auſwerer thinks himſelf ſo plain and 
practical, when his 7ext falls aſunder in- 
to Subject and Predicate, or into Ante- 
cedent and Conſequent ; yer for all that, 
Fle undertake if this be in a Country- 
Village, he had better let down the Treſs 
of his 7ext into the Fore-horſe and Thil- 
ler; for they underſtand no SubjetFs, and 
Predicates ; only the Kings SubjeFs and 
the Xinzs Predicates. "They much mi- 
ſtake me (as the Anſwerer did) thatthink 
I was ever any further againſt 7ext-di- 
viding, than either where it was not un- 
derſtood, or was not neceſlary. 

I always thought that he that took 
that to the Corinthians for his Text, Sir 
not, had much better have letit continue 
whole (it being bur ſhort) than to divide 
' it intoa Command and a Prohibition ; a 
Command, Sin; a Prohibition, Not. 1 
have alſo ſometimes thought, that their 
Logical pains may be ſomewhat ſpared ; 
who when there is no need of ir, divide 
every thing (be it what ic will) into Af- 
firmative and Negative: For inſtance ; 
it is ſaid Fob x. There was a man in the 
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T.azd of =; Homo non Lapis, « Has 
ut a Stone: Homo non Lignum, a as 
zof a Tree: Homo non Lco, a Man not 
a Beaif : And by the way, Sir, mind 
what poor Lignum and Leo are forced to 
ſignifie for the Letter ſake. In like man- 
ner I thought him allo in the late times a 
little too nice, and tender of his credit : 
and ſomewhat too profuſe of his Logick 
and Rhetorick; who being to preach upon 
that of the 4Fs, Silfver and Gold have 
1 none, but ſuch as I have give Tunto thee: 
Whenever he had named his Zexr, defired 
the people, inall haſt, to take the words not 
literally, but alluſrvely, for that he had 
zood ſtore of mony chinking in his pockets ; 
beſides what he left at home in his coffers. 
Doubtleſs a cautious foreſight of follow- 
ing ObjeCtions, and an early removing of 
the ſame, are great inſtances of wiſdom, 
and diſcretion ; but he that taking that of 
Malachi concerning the Sun of rizhteoufneſs ; 
&c. laboured moſt earneſtly ro convince 
the people , that it was not the Mon of 
righteouſneſs; for the Moon ſhall be troden 
wader foot. Rev. 12. 1. And again he that 
ſhall rell us that God was pleaſed to ſ2yd his 
Sou intothe World, and not his Dauzhter: 
or the like. Such as thee, I muſt needs 

confeis 
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confeſs, have ſomewhat too low apprehen- 
ſions of the capacity of their Hearers. 
He thar undertakes to preach about Re- 
pentance, or true Religion: nothing cer- 
tainly is more neceſſary and proper for him, 
than to let the people know, that they 
do not conliſt in looks, eyes, and noſes ; 
for ſuch things with ſome are miſtaken for 
godlineſs. But when the Scripture tells 
us, There was a Man in the Land of Ut; 
or that God was pleaſed to fend his Son ; 
that any body ſhould think that this 
2nau might chance to be a /toxe ; or this Sox 
to be a Dazghter, is ſtrange to conceive. 
We read that Chriſt opened the Scrip- 
tures : and expounded out of them the things 
concerninz himſelf. We read alſo upon 
what occaſion it was that Felix trembled ; 
and what a great number were converted 
(without Predicaments) by one Sermon of 
St. Peter. What the immediate Succeſ- 
{ors of our Saviour and his Diſciples 
did ; we have little left concerning their 
manner of Preaching ; though 'tis to he 
luppoſed thar they ſpent their time in 
bringing People to the Chriſtian Faith; by 
cxpounding to the Jews, the Prophets, 
and convincing them that Chriſt was 
come ; and by converting the Genzzles to 
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[ 68 | 
a Religion that contained the beſt Prin- 
ciples of Life. What was done after 
the Church was in ſome mcaſure {cttled : 
and that the number which was reccived 
into Orders, was ſo conſiderably increa- 
{ed, as that there might be, ar [caſt in 
Cities and great Towns, ſome continuing 
Ecclejraſtical Perſon, may be beſt (cen by 
ſuch as were afterwarus Governours of 
particular Churches ; which , as we find, 
made it their buſineſs to confirm People 
in that Faith which they had received ; 
and to ſtrengthen them to all good 
Works ; which they did by Preaching 
againſt ſuch /ZZereftes and Errors as they 
found the People were apt to be carried 
into ; and by fortifying them againſt 
\uch Yices, as they perceived the Time 
and Place was molt inclinable to: And 
that this was the manaer of their /Zo/y 
Employmeat, is very plain by S. Bail and 
S. Chryſoſtome , and many of the reſt ; 
where one may read a great many good. 
Sermons , but very few Texts, or pecu- 
liar Sentences of the Bible pitch'd up- 
on ; much leſs ſo Logically and Meta- 
phorically dreſs'd, as ſome afte&t. I be- 
lieve there were very few Texts that 


melted and dropt atunder for the firſt 
| five 
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five Hunared Years. | Notwithſtanding 
(as the A4»{werer obſerves) the Scripture 
rells us, IM DoFrine ſhall drop as the Rain z 
for they had the ,Bible. as well as we, 
and knew rhe, meaning of thar place as 
weil as tac Anſwerer, Burt yet, for my 
part, I never was, nor yet. am againſt a 
{ext being taken, or being divided; there 

cing (as may be by and by mentioned) 
conſiderable. conveniences in: both ; bur 
yet on2 may preſume to' think, thar it 
is much better only to ſay ; Good Peo- 
* pie, we are met together this day in 
* the Name of. God; and 1 do intend to 
* exhort you to Charity or Temperance ; 
*© or to convince you of the Providence 
* of God ; and this I ſhall do (by God's 
* help) according to, the Scriptures ; 
chan to take formally and folemnly ſome 
Place of Scripture where the word Ch.- 
rity, Temperance or Providence is, and 
ſpend rhe whole time in Logical Curs, 
Metaphyfical Curioſities, and Learned 
Impertinencies. And hereupon , it may 
not be amiſs, :'o take notice of what 
a very Worthy Clergy-Man obſerved ; 
* There be (fays he) Two forts of Mi- 
* uzfters that occaſion their own Con- 


* rempr ; the idle, negligent and careleſs, 
66 » 
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© the other thoſe who over-do, or do 
** more than cnowgh ; ſuch I mean, as 
* aftect nothing elſe, bur quaint and cu- 
* rious Phraſes ; or are unmea{urable in 
** their Quotations out of all Authors Ec- 
* clefrastical and Prophane ; or ſoar a- 
* toft in unneceflary Speculations far a- 
* bove the capacity of their Aud7tors. 
** Theſe 'over-do, & magno conatu magnas 
* nagas, take great pains, and eviſcerate 
** themſelves, as it were, to weave a 
* Web, which when it is ended , is fit 
** for no. other uſe, but as an unprofitable 
*thing to be ſwept away. The Ar 
ſwerer perhaps would be apt to fay , 
that it was ſome pert and ſelf-conceited 
Divine, that admiring his own Style , 
and way of Preaching, talks thus : Were 
it not that a very Learned and Reve- 


rend Biſhop did much admire , and ſo- 


lemnly commend his Ingenuity, Learn- 
ing, Worth and Integrity. But to re- 
turn ; I ſay ir is much better of the 
Iwo, to follow the way of the /J7omz- 


- dies of our Church, which are plain, pra- 


ical, and may be underſtood by molt ; 
than to be ſo Nice, Critical, and Scho- 
laſtical, as few or no body ſhall be the 
better. 
Bur 


Fo” 


But yet notwithitanding I am not of 
their Mind ; who thinking themſelves 
the profound Rejozers of the Ape, and 
the deep Exrerers into Truth, do there- 
uDon deſpiſe all raking of 7exts, and 
dividing thereof ; thoſe | mean, thart for 
faſhion ſake , ſhall rake you indeed Text 
after 7ext ; as if they would explain to 
you all the confiderabls Myſteries of 
Religion, and acquaint you with all the 
Encouragements that tend to a good Life, 
that are to be found in the Bide, and 
carry you through {ſuch a Body of Divi- 
nity ; but thee Sermor, I thank you, (ex- 
cept it be juſt the beginning ) ſhall be 
very near the ſame ; for a new Text 
may be taken with that prudence and 
warineis, that the ſame Sermos ſhall ſerve 
a Man many a day ; as {uppoſe this Sun- 
day, he takes that of St. Matthew, My 
Toke is eafſie, and my Burden is light ; a- 
bout a Month after , it is time poſſibly 
ro take forth ; and then he is for that 
of St. Paul to the Remans, viz. Which 
1s your reaſonable Service : And a while 
after for that in the firſt Epiſtle of Fohy ; 
Aud his Commandments are not grievous. 
Now, Sir, here is the Craft of it; if 
chey take 7exts ſuitable to rhe occaſion, 
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(72 ] 
and vivide them accordingly, they could 
not then for Shame and Conſcience, but 
medale with one Word or other that is 
th:re to be found. Bur if they read the 
Text only in the whole, and take it be- 
tween Finger and Thumb, and ſhew it. 
plainly to tac Peopic , rhar it is a good 
7ext, a fair Text, and that there is no 
deceit in the buſfinets ; after the Pariſh 
have had this general view, he may pri- 
vately pocket it up again ; and then for 
Chriſtian Religion , and the Fxcellencies 
thercof : Only this Caution is to be ob- 
ſerved, that if the Text be in the New 
Tejtament, any where between St. Mat- 
thew and the Revelations, then it is to 
be ſhewn, that Chriſtian Religion is much 
beyoud the Maſaical Dottrine and Diſpen- 
[tion ; but for variety, if the 7ext be 
in the O/d Teſtament, then the caſe is 
altered ; and you are to ſhew, chat che 
PHoſaical Do@rine is very far ſhort of the 
Chriſtzan. Nay, Sir, fome there be that 
are ſo daring, that ſhall venture to take 
a Text about Swearing or Adultery, as 
piain as can be pick'd, and as hopeſul 
to bring forth a Diſcourſe of thoſe Sub- 
jects, as could be wiſhed ; and yet, for 


all chat, with a little fly Preface, ſhall 


draw 


E323 7 


draw you { before you be aware of 
it) into the old buſineſs of Chri/tiax 
R2lizion. Now, Sir, the next thing 
tizat the Anſwerer has to do, is to 
take notice , that this looks Like a difin- 
genuous Squint upon Chriſtian Religion. 
Yes, Sir, he may (o; and go on, and 
rell People, that it is my whole-Deſign 
ro bring in the Turk ; he may do it with 
as much Conſcience, as to report that I 
was againſt the whole Method of Preach: 
ing. 

And as ſome are {o bent upon Preacn- 
ing nothing but Ch! i/tizn Religion, as if 
Foſeph of Arimathea was juſt newly come 
over ; {o others there -be, rhat have rheir 
particular and darling Notions , which 
they will force to be intended in almoit 
every Verſe of the Bible ; for initance, 
one, ſuppole , having ſpent ſome conſt- 
derable time, in ſtudying the Narure of 
Original $72, and finding as he thinks, 
ſuch wonderful things as were never 
plainly diſcovered before ; hence is he 
preſently ſo full of the Secrets of Orzg7- 
a1] Sin, that if the Pariſh ſhould joyn, 
and add Six Pence more in the Pound 
to his preſent 7ithes, they would ſcarce 
get a 9$-rmon about any thing elſe: You 
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(74 } 
may fſct him to preach about the Birth 
of our Saviour, his Life, Death, Rcefur- 
rectien, Aſcenſion, or what you wiil, O- 
rignal Sin 1s ſtill the Word for all that ; 
and this calls ro mind what my Lord 
Bacon reckons a great hindrance to the 
advancement of Learning, and of doin 
good in the World ; viz. People addict- 
ing themicives to ſome one. peculiar and 
beloved Opinion ; and ſo making all 
things of that, and bringing all things 
to that ; they will ſuffer nothing elfe to 
be in the whoic World : And thus Gi/- 
bertus having made ſome few and lucky 
Experiments upon the Loadſtone, not u- 
ſuaily obierved before, preſently writes 
a Body of. Natural Philojophy, and turns 
all the whole World into Loadſfones. 
Thus, Sir, Sleep draws me to Bed, and 
Buſineſs pulls me out in the Morning ; 
Afﬀairs Abroad draw me from Home , 
and Occaſion at Home draw me back 
again: And in ſhort, Man is born, 
lives, and dies by nothing elſe but Mag- 
netical Attrattionss And to conciude 
this, Sir, I cannot forget him who ha- 
ving at ſome time or other been fſud- 
denly curd of a little Head-ach with a 
Rofemary-Poſſer, would ſcarce drink - 
( 


ES] 
of any thing but Roſemary Cans , cut 
his Meat with a Roſemary Knife , and 
pick his Teeth with a Roſemary Sprig : 

Nay, Sir, he was ſo ſtrangely, taken up 
with the excellencies of Ryjemary, that 
he would needs have the B:4/e clcared 
of all other Herbs, and only Roſemary 
to be inſerted. . I rhink, Sir, (notwith- 
ſtanding this Digretſion) I am not far 
from my buſineſs ; v/z. that it is very 
convenient both for the Minifter and 
People, to be acquainted with variety 
of Matter ; and that it be delivered gc- 
cording as there ſhall be Opportunity ; 
ſeeing that after this manner are the Zp- 
milies of our Church moſt wiſely and 
gravely compoſed ; as allo thoſe of the 
Ancient Fathers ; treating about the moſt 
conſiderable and different Subjects in Dz- 
wVintity. 

Having now told you, Sir, in what 
Senſe I was againſt Prefaces and Divi/i- 
ous ; I ſhould now proceed to what, fol- 
lows : but becauſe it ſeems, that the A4#s+ 
ſwerer having conſulred his Neighbours 
about their Texts, found ſo few of them 
like any thing, I thought fit to let him and 
you, Sir, know what abundance of Like- 
xeſſes (beſides many other dainty things) [ 
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may fct him to preach about the Birth 
of our Saviour, his Life, Death, Refur- 
rection, Aſcenſion, or what vou will, O- 
rignal Sin is {till the Word for all that ; 
and this calls to mind what my Lord 
Zacou reckons a grcat hindrance to the 
advancement of Learning, and of doing 
good in the World ; viz. People addit- 
ing themicives to ſome one. peculiar and 
bejoved Opinion ; and ſo making all 
things of that, and bringing all things 
to that ; they will ſuffer nothing ele to 
be in the whoic World : And thus G/- 
berius having made ſome few and lucky 
Experiments upon the Loadſtone, not u- 
ſuaily oblerved before, preſently writes 
a Body of Natural Philoſophy, and turns 
all the whole World into Loadſtones. 
Thus, Sir, Sleep draws me to Bed, and 
Buſineſs pals me out in the Morning ; 
Afﬀairs Abroad draw me from Home , 
and Occaſion at Home draw me back 
again: And in ſhort, Man is born, 
lives, and dies by nothing elſe but Mag- 
netical Attraftionss And to conciude 
this, Sir, I cannot forget him who ha- 
ving at ſome time or other been ſud- 
denly curd of a little Head-ach with a 
Roſemary-Pofſer, would ſcarce drink _ 
) 
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of any thing but Roſemary Cans , cut 
his Meat with a Roſemary Knife , and” 
pick his Teeth with a Roſemary Sprig : 
Nay, Sir, he was ſo ſtrangely, taken up 
with the excellencies of K9jemary, that 
he would needs have the Bz4/e cleared 
of all other Herbs, and only Roſemary 
to be inferred. . I rhink, Sir, (notwith- 
ſtanding this Digreſſion) I am not far 
from my buſineſs ; viz. that it is very 
convenient both for the Minifter and 
People, to be acquainted with variety 
of Matter ; and that it be delivered gc- 
cording as there ſhall be Opportunity ; 
ſecing that after this manner are the Z7p- 
milies of our Church moſt wiſely and 
gravely compoſed ; as alſo thole of the 
Ancient Fathers ; treating about the moſt 
conſiderable and different Subjects in Dz- 
vVintty. 

Having now told you, Sir, in what 
Senſe I was againſt Prefaces and Divi/i- 
ous ; I ſhould now proceed to what fol- 
lows : but becauſe it ſeems, that the Azs+ 
ſwerer having conſulred his Neighbours 
about their Texts, found ſo few of them 
like any thing, I thought fit to let him and 
you, Sir, know what abundance of Like- 


neſſes (beſides many other dainty things) [ 
F 4 happen'd 
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happen'd on in'ohe little pretty Sermon, 


call'd the Weddins Ring fit for the finger, 


' or the Salve 'of Divinity on: the Sore of 
Humanity. Do you-perceive, Sir, he 1s 
-got already upon the Roprs, before he 


be paſt the 7:#/2-paze ; Finger -and Fit ; 
Salve and Sore'; Divinity and Flumanity. 
But to go on to 'the Srmilitudes ; The 
Text it 1eif,- indeed, was' only /ike the 


Tron Gate that operes to Petcr. of its own 


accord ; dividing it ſelf into three parts ; 
and that is enough for any one 7ext. 


But then-as for Man and Wife, they 


ſhould be like, or arc like, all the 7wo's 


"that are to be found inthe Bible, or almoſt 


any where elſe. Firſt /Tz5band aud Wife 
ould be, as the two milch Kine, which were 


coupled together t) carry the Ark of Ged ; 


or as two Cherubims, that looked one upon 
another, ani both pon the Mercy-Seat : or 
as tue two Tables of Stone, on each of which 
were engraved ihe Laws of God. But in 
ſome Families, Man and Wife are like 


 Jeremiah's wo Baskets "of Figs, one 
very good and the other very bad; or like 


Fire and IWater ; whilſt one is flaming in 
Devotion, the other 7s freezing in Corrup- 
tion. Husband to the Wiſe 15 ſometimes 
like a Pore-horſe in a Team that will not 

draw ; 


E271 
araw; and the Wife is oft-times tothe Hus- 
band as the 1 vy to the Oak, for a certain 
bad reaſon there given: they ſhould indeed 
be like two Candles barning tozether, or like 
two fragrant Flowers bound ap in one Noſe- 
gay, Or like two well tau d Inſtruments : Or 
liftly, like two Springs meeting. Again, 
FHusband and Wife are as a pair of Oars, to 
row their Children aud Servants to their ﬀ - 
fired Haven; or like a Cock and a Hen both 
ſcraping to toget her in the duſt-heap, to pick 
up, fomething + r their little Chickens ; and 
they ſhould te lik: the Imaze in the Looking- 
glaſs; or like an Eccho that returneth the 
voice it recerveth; or like any thing elle. 
And thus much concerning Likeneſſes. 
Now. Sir, if you be for Slezght of han, 
you ſhall ſee as fair 7:r95, as ever were 
ſhewn above-board. When man was made, 
the four elements were taken out of their 
elements : Thar's done astruly according 
to Art as old Hiccius himſelfcould have 
done. Again ; He that mad? Man an a7 the 
reſt, made man over all the reſt : Neat and 
cleaver as may be! Thoygh Man had many 
Creatures to ferve him, yet he wanted a 
Creature to ſolace him. Poor Chuck, as 
a glaſs of Sack, for kee cping the Letter 
{o pretrily ! Though Mea alone may be good, 
Vir 
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yet it 1s not good for Man to be alme. Brave, 
T profeſs | I chink we had beſt take him 
off; for he will ſpoil himſelf Where 
there 15 uo Generation, there can be no Re= 
generation. Better and better ; I think 
he improves, He that made man meet for 
help, makes a meet help for man; though 
men wants ſupply, yet man cannot ſupply 
his wants. But to conclude this pleaſant 
Gentleman 2: Thouth ſome have ſtyled Women 
to be like Clouds in the Sky, yet a Prea- 
cher ſhould not be ſilent, for thoſe who are 


filenced from Preaching. If you have a 


mind, Sir, to ſee any more of this ſanCti- 
fyed Wir ; you may have it in the Nox- 


fuch Chriſtian Profeſſor in his Meridian 


Splendor. 

And now, Sir, according to what 1 
was about before, I go on concerning 
Quotations out of Learned Languages : 
againſt which I ſaid nothing, when it was 
either necatul, or profitable ; but to come 
crawling in with Ne quid nimis, or [gnot? 
nulla cupido, for pure Latix ſake it (elf, 
is very inſignificant to thoſe that do not 
underſtand it; and not mightily rejoycing 
to thoſe that do. But then ſuppole that 
which is quoted, be very proper , ex- 
pounding, and elegant ; and out of the 

moſt 
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moſt Primitive Fathers : Nay though it 
be out of the Bible it ſelf; I know not 
.to what purpoſe it is, where I am {ure 
and certain no body underſtanas me ; for 
he that tells a perfe&t ignorant Pariſh, 
Quorſum hac tria perditio? or Faciamas hic 
tris Tabernacula. If he be nor very honeſt, 
may not he impoſe. upon them { nova 
fert animus, to what purpoſe is this waſie ? 
or, Arma virumque cano ; Let us make 
here three Taberaacles ; without the peo- 
ple diſcovering the bad 7ranſlation : But 
I know the Anſwerer is of opinion, that 
there ſuch a native and unexprefſible rich- 
neſs in ſome words, that cannot be pol- 
ſibly rendred and communicated. Yes, 
there is ſo; a great richneſs and hidden 
Treaſure, and I ſuppoſe will continue ſo, 
where the people do not underſtand. 
Give a Country-man one of the Anſwe- 
rer's happily compounded words out of Plu- 
tarch, and you had as good give him a 
Slice of a Mzlſfone, or a corner of a 
Brick. The Anſwerer indeed that can 
reliſh, and is well accquainted with the 
haut gouſt of a long Greek word, may, 
as he ſays, do himſelf a kindneſs, and gra- 
tifie his own underſtanding ; but the poor 
unintelligent may 1it with dry lips, _ 
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be ſtarved for all Plutarch, But O, ſays 
he, þ. 64. ſgnorant people v: ght mot to be 
impoſed upon ; and if you ſhould give them 
the Engiſh without the Latin, hey mizht 


fuſpett you : and when you tell them it 15 


S. Auſtin, they ezve great heed. And 
does not he think rhat they would be as 
attentive , if he ſhould 4aprzze them, 
marry them, bury them, or do any rhing 
elſe to them in Latin ? nay, might he not 
excommunicate all ſucha Pariſh, and make 
them ſmack their Lips again , telling 
themir isa delicious and comfortable place 
out of the Father ? or give them to {wal- 
low down cight of the biggeſt Curles in 
the Bible, in{tead of the Beatitudes 2 I 
do not queſtion, but all this might be 
clone. | 

We have now, Sir, very nigh done 
with Preaching : I know nothing cl{c that 
the Azſwerer 1s ſtill concerned for, but 
Ins /ittle mellifying Sentences : as it were, 
as [ may fo ſay, and with reverence be it 


ſpoken. And here I much admire that he 


did not quote that of ſaiah, we hid, as 
7t were, our faces from him : or that in 
Leviticus, There is, as it were, a plague 
in the houſe. That I might have been ut- 


rerly ruin'd, and confuted out of Scripture 
it 
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it ſelf. This would have been as proper, 
and as deſtructive of what I meant, as 
his quoting againſt me that out of Deu- 
teronomy, my Doctrine ſhall drop as the rain. 
Bur if I muſt nceds trouble the world in 
telling the Anſwerer, who they were thar 
I chiefly intended ; they were thoſe who 
in the late times (and have not as yet left 
it oft) called themſelves God's ſpecial Saints, 
his Favourites, and (as I may (o ſay) his 
Intimado's, but in reality were more 
Oliver's than God's. Thoſe I meant, whe 
reading of Facob's wreſtling with the An- 
gel ; and of coming boldly to the Throne of 
grace: And being puff'd up with all inward 
7ride and religious ſelf-conceit ( which 
they called gifts and ſprritual worth) were 
arrived to all poſſible degree of rudeneſs, 
immodeſty, and almoſt blaſphemy in 
rheir Devotions and Diſcourſes of God. 
You may eaſily, Sir, know them by 
this Doctrine , which ſome of them uſe 
to preach upon ; wiz. That it was the 
peculiar privilege and prerogative of Saints, 
to be (as 1 may ſo fay) faucy: And there- 
fore, ſuch as theſe, thinking themſelves 
Gods great Aſſiſtants here upon Earth, his 
ſpecial Confidents, and (as I may ſo lay) 
7Trultees of all Afﬀairs of Religion : They 

would 


[ 82 ] 

would in their Prayers and Sermons tell 
God, That they would be willing to be at 
any charge and trouble for him ; and to to 
(as if were) any -kindueſs for the Lord : 
The Lord might now truſt them , and rely 
upon them, they ſhould not. fail him ; they 
ſhould not be unmindful of his. bufineſs ; 
his work ſhould not ſtand flill, nor his De- 
frans be negleited : They muſt needs ſay, 
that they have formerly received ſome fa- 
ours from God ; and have been (as it 
were) beholden to the Almighty ; but they 
did not much queſtion , but they ſhould 
find ſome opportunity of making ſome as 
mends, for thoſe many good things, and (as 
I may fo ſay ) civilitzes, which they had 
received from him : Indeed, as for thoſe 
that are weak in the Faith, and are yet but 
Babes in Chriſt , it is fit that ſuch ſhould 
keep at a diſtance from God, ſhould knee! 
before him, and ſtand (as I may \o ſay) 
cap in hand to the Almighty : But as for 
thoſe that are ſtrong in all gifts, and 
grown up in all grace, and are come to a 
fulneſs and ripeneſs (or as they might 
better ſay , to an impudence and fauci- 
neſs) in the Lord Feſus, it is comely enough 
for them to take a great Chair, and at the 
end of the Table, and with their cock d 
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Hats on their Heads , to ſay, God, we 
thought it not amiſs to call upon thee this 
Eveninr, aud to tet thee know how Affairs 
Fand ; we have been very watchful, ſince 
we were laft with thee; and things are in 
a very hopeful condition : We hope that 
thou wilt not forget us, for we are very 
thoughtful of thy Concerns : We do ſeme- 
what long to hear from thee; and if thou 
pleaſefF to give us ſuch a thing (Vitlory) 
we ſhall be ( as I may ſo ſay) as good to 
thee in ſomething elſe, when it lies in our 
way, &c. And thus you lee, Sir, - what 
frighrful ſtuff Iam forced to repeat, ro 
bring a flack Axſwerer to ſome little 
knowledge of what I meant by, as ze 
were. 

I am now, Sir, come to the laſt thing 
about which the 4»ſwerer is not {atisfied, 
viz, That ſuppoſing that the Deſign of my 


Letter was very honeſt ; yet the manner of 


it is ſuch, as it will do more hurt than good. 
Which if it does, I can think but of two 
ways ; either by encouraging the Noxcon- 
formiſts ; or by ſetting the Laizy more a- 
gainſt the Clergy. It 'is poſlible there 
may be ſome few people ſo lamentably 
deceived. If there be, they ſhall be 
conſidered by-and by in thar fhort parr, 

whigt 
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which I intended to add , wherein the 
Arſwerer will not be concerned : But in 
the mean time, we will ſec, what reaſon 
[ have given them for any ſuch miſtake 
from what I have ſaid. 

Firſt of ail, ſays the Auſwerer, The 
grounds and occaſions of the contempt of 
the Clergy, though it be not a Text, yet it 
1s a Theme, aweighty and ſerious Argument, 
and ouzht to have been han1led accordingly; 
but the manner of my enquiry is too jocular, 
drolling and ſportive, &c. To which 1 
have in the firſt place to ſay, That al- 
though 1 think it not at all immodeſt to 
manifelt my Deſign, the end of that 
being only to prove that I was, and am 
{till very honeſt inthe ſame ; and likewiſe 
though it be allowable ro endeavour to 
defend what I had written, this being 
on1y to ſignifie, that it was not done out 
of pure Idlenels and Humour , but up- 
on {uch Reaſons as might be further ex- 
plained , when occaſion ſhould require : 
yet, I muſt confels, I am not as yet come 
to that degree of ſelf-conceit and con- 
fidence, as to recommend my own Words, 
Phraſe and Style ; and I had rather the 
Axſwerer ſhould find fault with the man- 


ner of my Expreſſion , and delight _ 


[ 05 | 

{of in thinking , thar it 15 not ſuitabl 
ro the Subject , than be guiity of fo 
nuch Foily and impudence, as vigo- 
rouſly co maintain or magnilie the ſame: 
Only thus much, Sir, may poſlibly be 
believed by you, and perhaps by ſome 
few beitdes ; that (as much a Play as the 
Anſwerer thinks my Letter to be, let it 
be Igzoramus, Selden, or any other Play, 
I ſtand to his courteiic) I did not pur in 
one idle and extravagant Word, on pur- 
poſe to render any of the Clerzy con- 
remptible ; but did only juſt endeavour 
ro keep People awake till they read it. 
But I pray, by the 4»ſwerers leave, Who 
are they that think it too iight and dro!- 
ling 2 i am afraid they arc ſome that 
uſe to begin half their Sermoys in the 
Year with Be/ſþazzar or the like (though 
the Text be not about 7r:i»lufiom, for 
then the Azſwerer has learnt us to bring 
it in very well.) And [ll tell you why, 
Sir ; I heard of a Geni/eman, that lives 
within a Mile of an Ot, who read over 
my Letter, approved of it very well 
(which is ſomewhat more than 1 ſhould 
{ay, bur ler that go) lik'd its Detign, be- 
lieved and hoped it might do good ; and 
verily thought the 41tvor was Innocent, 

(> ana 
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which I intended ro add , wherein the 
Arſwerer will not be concerned : But in 
the mean time, we will {ec, what reaſon 
[ have given them for any ſuch miſtake 
from whar I have ſaid. 

Firſt of ail, ſays the Anſwerer, The 
grounds and occaſtrons of the contempt of 
the Clergy, though it be not a Text, yet it 
1s a Theme, aweighty and ſerious Argument, 
and ought to have been han1led accordingly; 
but the manner of my enquiry is too jocular, 
drolling and ſportive, &c. To which 1 
have in: the firſt place ro ſay, That al- 
though 1 think it not at all immodeſt to 
manifeſt my. Deſign, the end of rhar 
being only ro prove that I was, and am 
{till very honeſt in the ſame ; and likewiſe 
though it be allowable ro endeavour to 
defend what I had written, this being 
oniy to ſignifie, that it was not done out 
of pure Idlenels and Humour , but up- 
on ſuch Reaſons as might be further ex- 
plained , when occaſion ſhould require : 
yer, I muſt confels, I am not as yet come 
to that degree of ſelf-conceit and con- 
fidence, as to recommend my own Words, 
Phraſe and Style ; and I had rather the 
Azſwerer ſhould find fault with the man- 


ner of my Exprelliion , and delight _ 
c 
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{of in thinking , thar it is not fuitabl 
ro the Subject , than be guiiry of fo 
nuch Folly and impudence, as vigo- 
rouſly co maintain or magnikte the ſame: 
Only thus much, Sir, may poſſibly be 
believed by you, and perhaps by ſome 
few beitdes ; that (as much a Play as the 
Anſwerer thinks my Letter to be, let ir 
be Igxoramus, Selden, or any other Play, 
I ſtand to his courteiic) T did not put in 
one idle and extravagant Word, an pur- 
pole to render any of the Cleray con- 
remptible ; but did only juſt endeavour 
ro keep People awake till they read ir. 
But I pray, by the A4zſwerers leave, Who 
are they that think it too light and dro!- 
ling? 1 am afraid they are . ſome that 
uſe to begin half their Sermoys in the 
Year with Be{ſþazzar or the like (though 
the Text be not about 7rib»larzmum, for 
then the Azſwerer has learnt us to bring 
it in very well.) And ll tell you why, 
Sir ; I heard of a Gen/eman, that lives 
within a Mile of an O.:k, who read over 
my Letter, approve of it very well 
(which is ſomewhat more than 1 ſhould 
{ay, bur lect that go) lik'd its Detign, be- 
lieved and hoped it might do good ; and 
verily thought the 4utv79r was Innocent, 

(s att 
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and free from all bad intentions. It hap- 
pened, that afterwards he calls ro Mind, 
that upon {ome odd time (ir might pol- 
ſibly be i» that great Thaw the Anſwerer 
makes mention of ) his Text dropt or 
melted alunder into its particulars : The 
Gentleman preſently takes the Book , and 
be.cinning again, cries out aloud, Fire, 
Fire, Herefie , Rebellion ; fo that now 
you can no more pet him near that Book, 
than a Colt to a Windmill, Another alſo 
l hear of, who lives not far from ano- 
ther Oak, who happening upon the fore- 
{ſaid Letfer, did in like manner read it, 
.and was very reaſonably contented, and 
thought molt of it true : Afterwards he 
found ir out, that he had married to a 
very true and lireral 44igail. Hah ! lays 
he, Vhat ! are you there with your Bears? 
Come, give me Pen, Ink anda Paper ; it 1 
all of it a moſt dangerous confounded Lye ; 
it is againff both the Univerſities, againſt 
both the Flouſes of Parliament, and agcinſt 
all tne Gentry and Commenalty of the whole 
Natioa. Burt by chance, my Cz call d 
him to Bcd ; and he having ſlept , the 
Book Was pretty true again by next 
Morning. And I ſuppoſe Sir, you have 
{een a Book call'd the Friendly Debate, a 
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proofs of the folly of his 41verſirios ; 
hereupon preſently muſt he be cailed a 6 
Scoffer at R- -lxzoir, a Dro#/ upon all Gad- 61 
[ineſs, 2 1 Yodtor of the Staze, and I know : 
not what beſides. 1 
: Now, Sir, for my part, I muſtconſef, gc 
that am no great weigher and mea{urer 
_ of words ; | have but one Rule, the end 4-1 
_ of which is only to be underſtood ; and REtE 
it is very likely , that when I had oc- 
caſion to mention ſuch toys and trifles, 
* by theufeof which 74;»;/ters, do fome- BY 
'. times bring upon themlicives contempt, rb] 
' that [did not then call for agreat Canpy + 
and foot-cloth, and leiting my teif magni- Fi 
ficently in the Chajr, with ſec rebuking WW! 
countenance, and words as {iifl as fſteei, 
{peak ro the eternal ditcouragement of 
pun or gaibble ; and then ſummoning LOge- 
ther all the harſh Metaphors, and = 
Similitudes of the Country ; bid then 
all be accurſed, and for ever * ſhe my pres 
fence;and whereas they pretend to be thegsry 
of all ſeuſe, and joy of toe enderſt auding, 
{ell them they are a company of empty Raſ- 
- als + and therefore lee them all fe Tone. 44 
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[ 86 } 
and fre? from all bad intentions. It hap- 
pencd, that afterwards he calls ro Mind, 
that upon {ome odd time (ir might pot- 
ſibly be i» that great Thaw the Auſwerer 
makes mention of ) his Text dropt or 
melted afunder into irs particulars : The 
Gentleman preſently takes the Book , and 
be.cinning again, cries out aloud, Fire , 
Fire, Herefie , Rebellion ; fo that now 
you can no more get him near that Book, 
than a Colt to a Windmill, Another alſo 
[I hear of, who lives not far from ano- 
ther Oak, who happening upon the fore- 
{aid Letfer, did in like manner read it, 
.and was very reaſonably contented, and 
thought molt of it true : Afterwards he 
found ir out, that he had married to a 
very true and literal 4bigail. Hah ! fays 
he, What ! are you there with your Bears? 
Come, give me Pen, Ink and Paper ; it 1 
all of it a moſt dangerous confounded Lye ; 
it is againft both the Univerſities, againſt 
both the Fiouſes of Parliament, and againſt 
all the Gentry and Commonalty of the whole 
Natioa. But by chance, my C»/7z call d 
him to Bcd ; and he having {lept , the 
Book Was pretty truce again by next 
Morning. And I ſuppoſe Sir, you have 
teen a Book call'd the Friendly Debate, a 
Book 
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Book that ſn2ws a very henzit tw/bor, bo 
he who he will : but becauſe he mis'd a 
lictle pleaſantneſs with his unaul werable 
proofs of the foliy of his 4tverſrios ; 
hereupon - preſently muſt he be cajled a 
Scoffer at R-11zje2, a Droi/ upon all God- 
lineſs, 2 Dottor of the Stage, and I know 
nor what beſides. 

Now, Sir, for my part, I muitconſe(s, 
that am no great weigher and mcaturer 
of words ; | have but one Rule, the end 


of which is only to be underſtood ; and 


it is very likely , that when I had oc- 
caſion to mention ſuch toys and rrifles, 
by the uſe of which 74;»;/t:rs, do fome- 
times bring upon themlcives contempt, 
that I did not then call for a great Canpy 
and foot-cloth, and {erting my tcif magn- 
ficently in the Chair, with fer rebuking 
countenance, and words as {iifl as ſteel, 
tpeak ro the cternal diicouragement of 
pun or guibblz ; and then ſummoning toge- 
ther all the harſh Metaphors, and idle 
Similitudes of the Country ; bid them 
all be accurſed, and for ever ſum my pres 
ſence;and whereas they pretend to be the gory 
of all ſeuſe, and joy of the anderſtauding, 
tell them they are a company of empty Rafe 
-als $ and therefore let them al! be gone. 
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Perhaps this way mig By have done ; it is 
a very hard matrer ©o picaſe every body. 
But, as the .Zz/wer, 'r hints, tizxcre 1S One 
pare of my Letter, tar concerns the 
Poverty of thc Clergy ; a Grave and 
7 ragical Subje&t, which exzht to be lemen- 
ted, not inſulted over. 1 know not how, 
>1r, to avoid his believing , that I do 
molt mightily pride my ſelf over the 
mean condition of ſome of the Clergy; 
cOuge [ ſhould tell him never {ſo often, 
that the great deiign of my Book was to 
with, that there might be no ſuch mean 
ones to be inſulted over ;. and though I 
ſhould ler him know, that I am fo far 
from any {uch unchriſtian humour, that 
there 15 none more willing to devote part of 
ns Z/ate for the raiſing of their Revenuc 
(if pablick Authority ſhould {o think fit) 
than my {elf : but in the mean time what 
have you done, whathave you propoun- 
de, ſays the Azfpercr , towards tins ? 
Indeed I was not fo lizht-hcaded, and 
tondly doting upon my Undertaking, As 
to imagine that mn ICUiATCLy | aiter the 
Frinting of my Letter, tine Parliament 
{ould refolve themiclves into a Grand 
Committee ; and forthwith confider of 


{ome preicnt way ofrailing Thc Kevenue of 
thc 
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the meancr forr of the C/orgy : Bur, tor 
a!! tnar, I am not ſo dead hearted but to 
hey >C 11 time that ways may be thought 
of to bring abour fuch a great blefing ro 
to this Nation ; ; for ſfowtocy er «: of airing 
ſome may be, yet I muſt confols, 1t rc- 
joyces my heart more than -banthc rocall 
to mind, how the Biihops have augmei- 
ted the Ficardgzes in their Gifts ; and to 
hear of ſeveral ſums of mo: 1Cy now eni- 
ployea towards the redeeming of the 
creat 7 jtmes, and to underſtand t thar there 
be many Well Gitpoſed People, tnar have 
alreauy givca back their Impropriatic 7S 
ro the Conrch; and that there be others, 
tnat have pd tuch 7:rcha{cs, on purpoic 
{0 to ſettle them afterwards ; and above 
all, to conſider rhe great Care and good 
inclinations of our prelent Far!iames 7 to- 
wards the Cimrch; who are not on:y 
mgnly watchfui tro maintain the Peace, 
nu preient Rights thereof ; bur ſcem to 
bo as willing, ro contribute towards the 
further Proſperity of the ſame. I have 
not indeed propounded any way, as was 
iaia before ; but if you look, Sir, into 
a learned Author bs fore-mentioned, you 
W1lt there {ce a way propounded in the 


rwentiecth Chapter of his late Treat#ſe : 
F. And 


J 


5 And inthe mean time, I hope 1 have laid | 
q: nothing to abate the charity, or + 00d pur- B# 
;bly POICS of PLOUS Bencj. 154 4. 4.9 W& of 0p 1 rhe 4- $ 
"oh liſting nands oſour pre eſent Govern i And B 
* ] perceive the Anſwerer by hay s Leiter, 


items norrobe much againit what I have 
taid, but only docs nor approve of the 
manncr of expreſſion, and would have 
had me to have pitied, jamented, and 
howled. Now, Sir , {uppoic inftead of 
ipcaking my mind as | did, 1 inould 
have —_ my ſeif with ſockc leath, and 
beſprinkl'd my head with Ajhes, and with 
mourniu] and fad countenance, and a 
long rope of 0x70#5(to carry on the work 
of crying) have taken a journey to viſit 
the low condirion of ſome of the Clergy; | 
and jhould have gone about with a Be/ | 
and a toneas dolcful as rhe man that uſes | 
to carry it ; and have cryed, alas! alas! 
poor G catleman, your oz fe is ready to 
| All, and your Glebe is very narrow, and 
fomewhat ſhort. Alas! alas! here take | 
an 0:7; Tam come to cry with you this F 
cvening, and to bewail your misfortuncs 
and mean circumſtances. This is the way 
indeed to kill tne poor MiniSfer beforc 
tne — S#, zday, and ro make Wi- 
Aows apace ; bur what go0d cite it would 


do, 
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[ 91 ] 
do, I know not: Or perhaps the Azſwer- 
er would have had me to have drawn a 
Scheme of a {mall Bezefice, and have de- 
monſtrated, that a Family of fix or {even 
cannot be honourably maintained with 
twenty” or thirty pounds a year ; and fo 
putting down 4. and B. for the iniffer 


and his Wife, three or four of the follow-- 


ing Letters for the Children, and an V. 
for the Yicaridge, have ſcientifically proved 
that 4. B. C. and the reſt that follow, 
would eaſily cat up, and wear out more 
than Y. if they had it. Indeed, although 
{ was not in all places thus Mathematical- 
/y grave and ſerious ; yet, where it was 
needful, I was more conſiderate than the 
Anſwerer perhaps may imagine ; and did 
not frame and devite more inconveniences, 
than the world is ſ{enſible of; and where 
it was requiſite, I reckon'd up and well 


weigh'd all circumſtances. Although I 


did not uſe a Quadrant to take the 
height of every YVicaridge Chimney, nor 
caſt up exatly how many /tfraws a dili- 
gent Starling might carry away in a day, 
if the Bird roſe carly in the Morning. 
And notwithſtanding the Anſwerer thinks 
me ſo wofully and exceedingly hyperbolical ; 
yet as to the number of yards of whiprord, 
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And inthe mean time, I hope I have laid ; 
nothing to abate the charity, or £ood pur- | 


poics of pious Bencja@ors ; or 11: tiop rtheal» Þ 
{ilting hands of our preſent Gowns And B 
] perceive the Arſwerer by his 4/7er, : 
icems notto be much againit what I have {3 
taid, but caly docs nor approve of the 
manner of expreſſion, and would have ÞJ 
had me to have pitted, lamented, and 
howled. Now, Sir , ſuppoic inſtead of þ 
ipcaking my mind as 1 did, 1 jnould 
have covered my lelf with ſackcloath, and |# 
beſprinkV'd my head with A4/hes, and with 3 
mourniu} and fad countenance, and a # 
long rope of 0x#ox5s(to carry on the work 
of crying) have taken a journey to viſit Pf! 
the low condition of ſome of the Clergy; | 
and jhould have gone about with a Be/ | 
and a toneas colcful as rhe man that uſes 


to carry it ; and have crycd, alas! alas! }V 
poor Gentleman, your Houſe is ready to | 
*all, and your Glebe is very narrow, and |} 
tomewhat ſhort. Alas! alas! here take | 
an 0:7; Tam come to cry with you this { 
evening, and to bewail your misfortuncs } 
and mean circumſtances. This is the way | 
indeed to kill tre poor Miniffer beforc 

the following Szxd4ay, and ro make Wi- 

dows apace; bur what good ciie it would |} 


do, 
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do, I know not: Or perhaps the Aſwer- 
er would have had me to have drawn a 
Scheme of a linall Berefice, and have de- 
monſtrared, that a Family of fix or {even 
cannot be honourably maintained with 
twenty” or thirty pounds a year ; and fo 
putting down 4. and B. for the Miniffer 


and his Wife, three or four of the follow-- 


ing Letters for the Children, and an V. 
for the Yicaridge, have ſcrentifically proved 
that 4. B. C. and the reſt that follow, 
would eaſily eat up, and wear out more 
than Y. if they had it. Inceed, although 
| was not in all places thus Mathematical- 
[y grave and ſerious ; yet, where it was 
necaful, I was more conſiderate than the 
Anſwerer perhaps may imagine ; and did 
not frame and devite more inconveniences, 
than the world is ſenfible of; and where 
it was requiſite, I reckon'd up and well 
weigh'd all circumſtances. Although 1 
did not uſe a Quadrant to take the 
height of every YVicaridge Chimney, nor 
caſt up exatly how many ſtraws a dili- 
gent Starling might carry away in a day, 
if the Bird role carly in the Morning. 
And notwithſtanding the Arſwerer thinks 
me ſo wofully aud exceedingly hyperbolical ; 
yet as to the number of yards of whiprord, 
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aud the dilapidation inſtruments, | was 
{o very near the borders of ſtrict, Gram- 
maticai and ſober Truth, thac t keow a 
Divine, on this fide the Lize, who was 
almolt ready to ict on another lock upon 
his S*zdy door, to fecure his whipcord 
from that Je/z:i7ica/ Plot, rthar he percei- 
ved my Letter had againit it: And, if 
need were, I] could tell him of another, 
that thinks my Lezrer wholly written 
again{t his filling the Tumbrel, though 
there be ſome other things lily pur in to 
diſpuite the bufineſs ; and many more 
{uch Stories I conld tell you : For you 
know, Sir, my manner of Life and Pro- 
teftion oit-times calis me into Company, 
where People ( as ſure as the 4ſwerer 
thinks he has got me ) talk very freely 
of my Letter , when they think the 4u- 
thor is many Miles oft. And the other 
Day, I was Sir, in a Place, where 1 
heard that fome People ( beſides the 4»- 
Jwerer) were angry ; but for what, they 
profelied they coula nor tell ; and a- 
mong1t rhe reſt , I muſt be asked, Whe- 
ther 1 had obicrved any Hurt in the 
Book z To which I an{wered (it not be- 
ing convenient at that time to be mo- 
_ geſt} no verily, I {aw none. Upon this, 
Sir, 
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Sir, I began to think a little with my 
{elf upon what grounds any one ſhould 
be ailiatisfied ; and I con{idered, that the 
things thar 1 did repr-{ent as idle, uſeleſs, 
or biamcabie, are wither in themielves 
really {e, or not ; if they be, and Peo- 
ple be convinced thereof, it is far more 
Manly ani C: ijti11 ro abate or forſake 
them, than to b< augry for nothing ; but 
if fo be { have undervaſued Expreſſions 
that are rich and precious, and diſliked 
things that are very commendable or al- 
lowablc ; 1 fuppoie People are nor ſuch 
Fools as to run after my 1dle Fancy, and 
to fear my Dilplcaturc : Let them go on, 
I am mikaken, and there's an end of it. 
And he that thinks it his beſt and ſareſt 
way always to begin with Adam, let 
him, if he pleaſe, begin with the Pre- 
adamites; | do not intend to quarrel. 
And he that judges it convenient and 
ſaving, to 7rifle and quibble in his Ser- 
mon, let him do it alſo in his Prayer (if 
he be ſo rclolv'd) and take ajong with 
him a pair of ZZawks Bells, if the Ru- 
brick will allow of it ; Fil ajfurc him I 
will not write againſi him , for ] have 
done. In like manner , if any Man be 
determined againſt being Rich , apd is 
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offended at me for wiſhing him the great 
ZTythes, let him ſtay where he is ; for I 
do not intend to get a I” to the She- 
riff, to force him into a better Prefer - 
ment ; and if there be any one that will 
not have his Pazry increaſed , but will 
dote upon the {weet Society of his ſingle 
Cow ; if he be {ſo ſet upon her, let him 
take his Pleafure ſtill, and fetch her up 
daily, and ſometimes &iſs her (as the 
old Weman did. when ſhe ſaid, every one 
as they like.) But in my Opinion, a 
{mall Zaity Boy, although he cannot re- 
duce a Sy/logiſm, nor knows any thing 
at all of the firſt Ten Perſecutions, may 
do the buſineſs as well ; if ſhe be nor 
very curſt and bad tempered. And if, 
after this, any body be ſtill angry , let 
him hold oft a little before he raves , 
and conſider , that I am not {ſo dainty 
mouth'd, as that I muſt have Diſcourſes 
purpoſely provided for my own curioſt- 
ty and {queamiſhneſs ; becauſe, Sir, you 
may very well remember , that whar I 
hinted at in my former, were not things 
of my own diſliking ; bur as I told you, 
were generally difpleaſing. And indeed, 
in my firſt Letter, I did rather make it 
my huſineſs, to give a ſhort _— of 
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what was derided or blamed, than ſtu- 
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7; died to inyent or complain of what 
* might be repreiented unprofitable or ri- 
diculous. 
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And though the 4»ſwerer may think, 
Sir, that | have made it my buſineſs c- 
ver {ince Forty I wo, to liſten at Church 
Wiadows, or taking the pretence of my 
Briefs to go amonult them ; or to cm- 

_ ploy my diligent /adors in ſeveral Coun- 
zies, Or to ranlack ail the Sermons that 
have bcen Printed ſince the Reformatzon, 
to get troether ( as he lays, Page 67.) 
Twenty or 1irty paſſages, not Accurate or 

F Scholar-like , and to repreient theſe with 

1 All poffible diladvantage, ro rhe ditpa- 

ragement of the Clergy, yet he and the 

World may know, that this was fo far 

from my Employment or Intentions , 

: that I had quite finiſh'd what I deſfign'd 

| in my firſt Letter , before I thought it 

. convenicnt to infert ſo much as any one 
Story ; and however harſh , unkind or 
diſingenuous I have bcen before, yer 1 
will now be ſo civil, as not to iay what 

| little pains 1 was at, or how few Books 
T ſearch'd into, to furniſh my ſelf with 
fit and proper Inſtances to explain my 
meaning. And I cannot help it, if ſome 
of. 
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[ 96 ] | 
of the polztick (thoſe I mean that are 
lot to patt with {ome #22;217ey or 0s 
tncr that they ule in their #r0.5c/:5-7) go 
along with the Anſwerer in cenſuring 
whar I did, as an untimeiy and unhope- 
ful attempt : But I proicis, 1 have ſo 
little skill in the nicety of Seaſons, and 
critical ripencis of Books, that I know 
not of one Line, bur might be Printed 
as well in Seventy, as in Seventy One. 
If indeed what T {aid , had been ſome 
mighty {ecrct of $7ate, and known on- 
ly to the Privy Conncil, the Anſwerer 
and my ſelf , we poſſibly out of our 
reaching prudence, and well-weigh'd de- 
terminations , had reſolved nor. to de- 
clare as yct, bur to lock up things, that 
ordinary 7 radeſmen perceive and com- 
plain of, and that even Children of Ten 
Years of Age, obſerve and make ſport 
with ; 1s doubtleſs one of the great 7z- 


zrigaes that ſpring forth from the very 


inwards of Polzcy. I go ſuppoſe, to 
hear a $2707, Where there be Five Hun- 
dred or a Thouſand People ; and the 
Miniſter out of Imprudenc2, bad Edu- 
cation , or {ome other Misfortune, hap- 


pens to rhink of very ſtrange Meta- 


phors, or to make uſe of very bad 
Zales, 
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Tales, Similitudes, or the hike : Mum, 
ſay I ro my ſelf, I intend ro have all 
thar, no bouy cilc thail have one Tirttle 
of it : But pernaps, before the People 
oct our of the Charch-Tard, they begin 
ro repeat ; and the Sccret that | deſlign- 
cd for my own private cenfure, by the 
next Morning 1s gotten ail about the 
Zowa, Or iuppole I am acquainted with 
ſome of the Clerzy , whole Condition is 
lo very low and dilconſoiate, that they 
are forced to run up and down halt the 
Week, to procure a Priſi-mceting , to 
pick up or borrow Three or Four Shil- 
lings ; or are almoſt reaiy ro pawn their 
Bibles lometimies, to get a little of the 
Anſwerers that fame, to go to Market : 


This likewiſe by all means muſt be con- 


cealed, becauſe of the 4»fwerer's old ob- 
icryvation, AZ things tht are trae, are not 
to be {aid at all times. 

And now, Sir, I was juſt going to 
{1, that | had cone with the Anſwerer ; 
which could I fay with a {ate Conlcience, 
ir were the happieſt thing that I have 
faid rheſe Twelve Months ; but I muit 
not feape ſo : For after I had ſpent the 
prime of my Strength, and waſtec: :y 


beſt Spirits amongſt Greek and L.. 
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Prefaces and Diviſions, Metaphors and $1- 
militudes, and many other {uch like 
Enemies; up ſtarts a freſh and dapper 
Gentleman, call'd a Poſtſcript : Dear Sir, 
I know not whether ever I ſhall write 
co you again ; therefore Jet me beg ir 
of you for 'once, as you value your 
own Reputation, your Eftare, your 
Healch, Life and Liberty, and the wel- 
fare of your Relations , for the future 
beware of Pojtſcriprs; you never felt 


the ſturdy Blows, the ſharp Thruſts, and 


the dep Wounds that fuch an Adverſary 
gives. I know, Sir, your Temper 1n- 
clines you to bold and great things ; 
and it is not a Letter, and a Letter 
roo, that can caſily afright you : - But 
yet I beg it once again, thar you reckon 
a Poſiſcript the moſt dangerous of all 
After-claps. As for Appendixes, Coro!- 
taries, Supplements, Comclufions , Conti- 
auatzons, and {uch like (mall Shot, rheſe 
are not to be dreaded ; bur when a 
Letter comes tail'd with a Poſtſcript , 
and concerning Abigaz/ too, that rakes 
you off juſt in the middlc. What a 
Fool was I, that I covld not as well 
have pur in Bette or Bidde, Suſan or 
Sarah ; but muſt make the Anſwerer 
angry, 
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angry, and put in Ab47gail ; or if I had 
pur her in, what had I to do to trouble 
my ſelf concerning the Chaplain's ſitting 
ſo cloſe to her 2? Is it to be expected thar 
every Gentleman ſhould maintain 'Two 
Tables, to keep them at a diſtance ? or 
that he ſhould keep a Servant on pur- 
poſe to watch private Wizks, treading 
upon Toes , twitching of N:pkins, or 
breaking of Merry-thought; unuci-board ? 
And is there»any thing more natural, 
than for prettineſſes to begat looking , 
and for /ooking to begat admiration 2 and 
what if admiration and love together , 
afterwards beget a Vicaridge ? 1 hope a 
Chaplain thar has been true, truſty and 
ſerviceable, if Preferment falls, may de- 
ſerve before a Srravzer. Well, I fee I 
was a Fooj, and there's an end of it. But 
for all that, I believe the Gentlemen have 
nor as yer laid their Swords in Oy!, nor 
trimm'd up their Fire-Locks; as the Poſt- 
ſeript adviſes ; for they have ſent me 
worc that they love me, and underſtand 
me ; and that the Anſwerer 1s out of his 
Wits. 

With whom I am 1o perfeRiy tired, 
that I can ſcarce ſee his Gok, bur that 
I am preſently ready to fall aiieep. He 
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that miſunderſtands but now and than, 
or where there is any pretence or {round 
for it, 1s very pardonabie ; but to 
do it through and through , from his 
very Preface to his Poſtcript ; nay, even 
as far as Dr. Fezcn's verſes upon the Scho- 
lar of Bennet Colledze, is ſo very extra- 
vagant and humorſom , thar it. is ſcarce 
ro be endured ; and for all this trouble 
that he has put me to, he thinks he hath 
made me abundant ſaitsfattion, in not 
quelling me , or in not dealing with me 
as ſome ſharp and ſevere Anſwerer might 
have done ; 4 has (as he ſays, p. 83. ) 
diſcours'd with me all this while as with 
a ſtranger, and has wery little betray'd 
that he has any knowledge of me. Where- 
as had he not been very iparing and 
courteous , he could have blaſted my 
credid, and for ever wozaded my repu- 
tation : He could have told the World , 
* That my great Grandfather to his 
* knowleuge, was a very turbulent 
* fellow in Queen Flizazet/'s reign ; and 
* did moſt heartily with that the Spa- 
* wiards might have ficceeded in their 
* [nvaſion: That my great Uncle by my 
* Mothers ſide , was ſuppoſed to have 
* had an hand in the Gzux-powder Plot, 
upon 


t-2#OE | 
'* upon ſome ſmall projudice that ke 
* had conceived againit Aizz Fries ; that 
«* my ncareſt Rel17ions, in the late 
* times, were molt of them Church 
* Robbers, Sequestrators, and Fxciſc-mzn ; 
* and thar one of them in particular , 
* w25 intimately acquainted with Brad- 
* ſhaw and Feron; that I my lelf was 
* born in the moſt quarreifome and 
© {editious 7ewn in all the Niatzon; and 
* that TI would nor fuck of any body 
* bur of a peeviſh and ſch;/matical Nurſe, 
* norcat any mi/t, but iuch as came 
«* from a kicking and illnatur d Cow ; that 
*{o foonas I could climb up a chair 
* or ſtool, my only delight was to tear 
* Bibles, and all good EBooks apicces x 
* and afterwards (as I grew able) to 
** pull down the Church-pard-pales to 
* let in the Fs, to root out new bu- 
** ricd people out of their Graves ; that 
** I did not care for robbing any mans 
** Orchard, or plucking any mans Gece, 
© but the AMnzFffers : that had a /:7tle oe, 
** privately out at Nurſe, by that time 
** I was eighteen years of age ; and that 
* I gave Five and Six-pence a Weck , 
© beſides Soap, Starch ana Candle ; his 
© Name was Be{jhazzar,and he nad brown 
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that miſunderſtands but now and than, 
or where there is any pretence or ground 
for it, 1s very pardonabie ; but to 
do it through and through , from his 
very Preface to his Poſtcript ; nay, even 
as far as Dr. Fegen's verſes upon the Scho- 
lar of Bennet Colledze, is lo very extra- 
vagant and humorſom , thar it 1s ſcarce 
ro be endured ; and for all this trouble 
that he has put me to, he thinks he hath 
made me abundant ſaitsfattion, in not 
quelling me , or in not dealing with me 
as ſome ſharp and ſevere Anſwerer might 
have done ; 4 has (as he ſays, p. 83. ) 
diſcours'd with me all this while as with 
a ſtrangzr, and has very little betray'd 
that he has any knowledge of m2. Where- 
as had he not been very iparing and 
courtcous , he could have blaſted my 
credid , and for ever wozaded my repu- 
zatzon : He could have told the World , 
* That my great Grandfather to his 
* knowleuge, was a very turbulent 
<« fellow in Qzeen Flizateth's reign ; and 
* did moſt hcartily wiſh that the Spa- 
* aiards might have ticceeded in their 
* [nvajion : That my great Uncle by my 
* Mothers fide, was ſuppoſed to have 
* had an hand in the Guz-powder Plot, 
upon 
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'* upon fome final! pr rejudice that ke 

© had conceived againlt Aizg Fares ; that 
«© my neareſt Rel. 17085, in the late 
* times, were molt of them Church- 
« Robbers, Sequeftrators, and Fxciſc-mzn ; 
* and that one of them in particular , 
* was intimately acquainted with Brad- 
* ſhaw and Jreron; that I my lelf was 
* born in the moſt quarreifome and 
© {editious 7ewn in all the Natzoa; and 
* that I woukd nor fuck of any body 
* bur of a peevifh and fchi/m. atical Nerſe, 
* norcat any mk, but iuch as came 
* from a ticking and illnatur'd Cow ; that 
* {> ſoon as I could climb up a chair 
* or ſtool, my only delight was to rear 
* Bibles, and all ood Bocks apicces x 
« and afterwards (as I grew able) « 
** pull down the Charch-p1rd-pales to 
* let in the ZZ2zs, to root out new bu- 
* ricd people out of their Graves ; that 
” | did not care for roboing any mans 
** Orchard, or plucking an2y mans Gec/ 
** but the Minifers: that [ had a /::7/; od; 
** privately out at Nurſe, by that time 
** 1 was eighteen years of age ; and that 
* I gave Fire and SIX-PCNCC a Weckz 
© befides Soap, Starch ana Candle ; his 
© Name was Be//hazzar,and he nad brown 
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'** Hair ; and fo on and on I went, with 
* conſtant and peculiar ſpight againſt 
« Minifters, till, to the diſcredit of our 
*« Church , T writ thc Contempt of the 
* Clergy. After this fort, Sir , might 
the Anfwerer have dealt with me, ſup- 
poling he would have been ſevere, and 
taken notice that he was acquainted with 
me ; but ſuppoſe Sir, that his :forma- 
tjon fails him , and that the perſon he 
writes againſt,may either be of the Houſe 
of Commons, one of the Life-guard, a 
Builder of Ships, or a High Conſtable ; 
then let me tell him, that if I be one 
of all thoſe (which I am, for ought he 
does know , or ever {hall know) that 
he has loſt almoſt all the eighty firſt page, 
and abundance more up and down his 
Kock : For whereas he there adviſes me 
to get a Licenſe to be Univerſity Preach- 
er, to [et ap a FUNHINT IT efture, to call to- 
zether ihe neighbouring Miniſlers, to 
lvara them to preach without Preface , 
[/ivi/ton, Taferences, or the like ; it had 
been altogerher as proper for him (unleſs 
le had known me betrer) to bid me 
cack my (um, prime my pan, face about to 
{le right, or to have ſet me to any other 
-mployment, till he had been more 

{ure, 
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ſure, where I.dwelt, or how I ſpent my 
time : For why ſhould any trouble 
themielves to enquire after me , for |. 
' am very well, thank God, and wiſh ali 
mankind ſo. But I know it is the hu- 
 mour of the Anſwerer , and ſome few 
more, to belicyc things to be true and 
falle, according to the Authors age , 
bulk, profeſſion, complexion, and Coun- 
ty. Such athing, ſays one, is as plain, 
' and evident as may be, if the Author 
lives at London ; bur if at 7ork; in my 
opinion he is ſomewhat obſcure ; and 
remove him but ro Durham, and he is 
the greateſt /yar in the world, next unto 
the huge one himſelf. Yes truly, ſays auo- 
ther, that may poſlibly be ; nay, I can 
{carceſec how it can be otherwile, if he 
wete not ſo very fat and ancient; and 
for ought any body knows, the Author 
iS as thin as a Wafer, and neyer did as 
yet ice fifty. 

Bur as I ſaid before, Sir, I am quite 
tited, and haye nothing more to ſay to 
the Anſwerer, but only to let him know, 
That had it not been for the ſake of that 
little which is now to follow, I had been 
{o rude and unmannerly ro him, and 1o 
very kind to my elf, as not to have taken 

2 any 
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any notice of what he had written, And 
iadeced, before I go any further, I muſt 
ſolemnly beg pardon of every one that 
hath read his 4»/wer, for ſceming fo far 
to ſuſpeCt their Judgments, as to go a- 
bout to point and direct to miſtakes, 
that lie ſo thick and obvious 5 and ha- 
ving obtaincd that, Sir, I hope alſo, that 
where your ſelf, or any other Reader , 
ſhall find your ſelves very much gricved, 
with the trifling and {mall entertainment 
which this ſecozd Letter only aftords, 
that you will attribute ſome part of ic 
tothe flenderneſs of that tuft, which the 
Anſwerer gave me to deal with, as well 
as to my great indiſcretion in undertak- 
ing it. And ſo farewel Azſwerer for this 
year, and all that ſhall follow. 

And thus, Sir, I have bricfly ſhown, that 
as it was altogether againſt my dengn, to 
bring any of the C/cr2y into contempr, {o 
{ have ſaid nothing, nor after ſuch a man- 
ner, as ſhould by any Reſons be concluded 
to do the ſame ; but if there be any ſo 
weak,and 1o regardleſs as to miſtake me : 
rey are cither ſome of the giddy and 
ivit-headed Non conformijts , or {ome of 
the idle and inconſiderable City. 


As 
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As for the firſt, who think themſelves 
the only Saints of the Age, and to be 
now in chains for Chriſt, and his cauſe: 
Let me tell them, thar they have no rea- 
{onat all to rejoyce at my firſt Letters 
becauſe chey there find, that ſuch is the 
imprudence or unhappineſs of ſome of 
the Clergy, as ſometimes to occaſion their 
own contempt. For if they pleaſe to exa- 
mine again what 1s there written, they 
will chen perceive their dear Brethre: to 
be as much concerned as any body elle, 
and to have as great a ſhare in thole in- 
ſtances that are produced our of idle 
Sermons : But I did not ſet them out by 
themſelves upon two accounts ; Firſt, 
becauſe till they do conform, care is ta- 
king by Authority,that they may not pub- 
lickly render the Miniſtry conremptible 
by their ridiculous Preaching. And in the 
next placc, becauſe all their fooleries, 
idlenefles and inſignificant canting, arc fo 
peculiarly and fairhfully ſet forth in the 
forementioned Friendly debates, thar I 
could {carce think of any thing that 
couid beadded ; but, becauſe thole rea- 
ſons I find were not ſufficient, and that 
| hear that ſome of them ſay, /* 7s now 
very plain, how the world is altered, and 

1 what 
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what lamentable preaching and trifling there 
is, wow they are filenced : therefore be- 
cauſe I would not have *#/em too much 
{ſpoiled and exalted, in thinking them- 
ſelves the only poor remamm of people, 


that can diſpenſe the werd profitably , 


and ſpeak ſenſe, rhetoric and godlineſs ; 
they may pleaſe to believe it, that if [ 
had thought they would have been fo 
miſtaken , I could have found out as 
many follics and extravagancies, in one ' 
days time, out of their Sermons and 
Diſcourſes, as in a week any where el{c. 
To tell Srorzes, you know, Sir, is end- 
zels and redious ; but however, for once 
I muſt beg leave tobe a little trubleſome, 
that what I now faid, ſome body elſe 
may belicve befides my ſelf. There is 
therefore ove now amongſt them, who is 
counted one of their moſt precious ſufferers, 
and a moſt hea/zug inſtrument ; who is ſo 
fail of idle phaujies, metaphors, frmilitudes, 
and all juch like frothy diſparaging ſtuff; 
that you may ſet him almoſt againſt 
twenty of the moſt imprudent corforming 
Preachers,that are to be found amongſt us. 
Of his rich vein of w4z,1 ſhall only give you 
one inſtance ; which is upon that of the 
Plalmiſt, But bis delight isin the Law F 
the 
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the Lord, Where he obicrves chat every 
word has its emphaſis, and therefore he 
begins with the firſt word, BUT, Tis 
BUT, ſays he, is full of ſpiritual wine ; 
we will roach it, and taſte a little,then fro- 
ceed. He had better have ſaid, it was 
full of ſpiritual cakes, or preciozus ſtones : 
For this Byt will hold no more 7ze, than 
a Net or a Sieve; and one had as good 
g0 about to broac// one of them, as this 
But : Or if he would have made the thing 
credible, he ſhould have faid, chat this 
But is a Hogs-head full of ſpiritual wine ; 
(as one did that repeated it out of the 
Author) then you know, Sir, it 1s as plain 
and poſlible as may be, and we might 
have broached preſently : But of all 
things, I ſhould have been moſt pleaſed, 
if for once he would have ſpoken in La- 
tin ; and told us, that this ſed or verar, 
caim, vero, 1s full of ſpiritual wine; For 
then the wit would haye been more ad- 
mired for lying a great way off. [ ſup- 
pole I need nor go on, Sir; you cannot 
but be ſufficiently ſatisfied concerning 
the great ſtretch of his fancy. I might 
alſo, Sir, 1{ccing that we have fer him #4- 
broach (as he will have it) give you juſt 


a taſte of his Metaphorical faculty, What 
H 4 think 


think you of a Cheſt or Cupboard of 
tru)? OC of 1 the Ratu-bow of juſtice? Mercy 
zurns Trſeice into a Rainbow ; the Rain-bow 
is a Bow zndleed, but hath 9 Arrow mn tt, 
Here the Author was doubie happy ; 
Metaph or , and Wit into the bargain , 
Or what thiak you of ſweepizg the Vialks 
of the heart; or of Praver being a ſp.ri Fe 
tual Leech ; and of : Erowtun in the auaie of 
Prayer, and fiſhing, for mercy 2 Or _— 
What think you of God's laying the ſoul a 
w1ztcning + Do you not think, Sir, that 
it would Very much alter the Counterance 
of the #7 «@/hmaid, to find two or three 
targe ſouls Leaching amongſt her /inncn 2? 
Bur ro ſpcak the truth of it, the peculiar 
knack, -ift and glory of this Gen!lemar, 
-onfilt chic efly in making of /iknzſſes ; 
121 which he is {o Jucky, and tranſcendent- 
iy accompliſhed , that in a ſmall 7re:tiſe 
of his, called a Chriftian oa the Mount : 
ina very ſhort time, I found Zeditation 
to be like almoſt a hundred ſcycral 
tings. 

in the firſt place, Meditation is like a 
:##hdrawiiz-Room; we are very well 
tarisfied, if he will not carry us much 
rurther: then he calls us out co vittuals, 
anc that, Meditations is like chew- 
FLA 
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iax of the Cud : now we muſt walk A- 
broad , aud Meditation is like climbing 
4p iuro a tree ; but if that be not high 
CnOugn, 2? 7s like a Mount or a high T ower ; 
butif we have got any ſtrain with climbing, 
Meditation is like going into a Bath : And 
if after bathing we grow hungry again, 
and faint, /l-d:zation is the pallate by 
wyrch we fer; and immediately afcer, zt 
is like 1ſraels eating of Manna : And five 
lines aſter , /ike a Cordial to be drunk 
down: So that in a very little compals, 
Meditation is climbing, bathing , taſting, 
eating , driikiaz and chewing the curl. 
Vithin two or three pag2s after , the 
Chri#71an is to take the Air again, and 
to be mounted, bur not {o high as before, 
bur upon a fiery Stced ; and then Medita- 
tion is the Chriftian's curbin? bit ; and 
I know not well how it comes ; abour, bur 
it is alſo like a powerful! Loadſtone ; and for 
all rhat, the next Line, 7zf zs /ike a Cork 
!0 a Net. And ſoon aftcr, /ike diſtilling 
of VVaters , and {ike beating of Trwcenſe ; : 
but now we go far and deep, and Medi- 
tation is like digaings ſpiritual Gold out of 
the Mine of the - Promiſes ; but we ſoon 
come above ground again for a little 
while, and Medztation 1s like dizeing a- 
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bout the Roots of a Tre? ; but down a- 
gain preſently, for Meditation is like 1i2- 
ging in the Mize of Ordinances. We had 
not been in this Mine as yer, we had 
only digg'd in the Mine of the Promiſes 
before : But I am afraid, Sir, you will 
ſay you have enough ; if not, we go 
on. And Meditation is like the Selvidge, 
which keeps the Cloth from rovelling ; or 
like a Hammer that drives the Nail to 
the Head ; or like rubbing a Man in a 
Swoox ; or like a Bee ſucking out of the 
Flower of Truth preacht, and working it 
in the Hive of the Heart. Furthermore, 
Meditation is the ballaſt of the Heart , 
the Bellows of the Affe&ions ; and the Hen 
that hatcheth good Aﬀe@Gions ; and like 
the Sails of the Ship , notwithſtanding 
that it was like the Ba/la/t juſt now: Bur 
I ſuppole the Author does not mean the 
lame Ship he meant before, but ſome 0- 
ther. Bur ſuffer me I pray, Sir, to pat 
theſe Grapes once more into the Prefs (as 
an Acquaintance of his ſays in a Sermoz) 
Meditation is like going to Plough, like 
Oyl to the Lamp, like aGun full of Powder 
(but Prayer without Faith, is like a Gun 
diſcharzed without a Bullet) like wet Tin- 
Aer, like a Whip, like a Proſpettive Glaſs, 
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a golden Ladder, a Dove, a Touchſtone, a 
ſpiritual Tadex. It was juſt now the 
Oy/, but he holds not long in the ſame 
Mind , for now it is the Lamp it ſelf, 
that is to be fed with the Oyl of Readins : 
bur then joyn it with Examination, and 
it is like the Sun on the Dial, And laſt- 
ly, joyn it with pradzce, and it is like a 
pair of CompajJes. 

And now, Sir, am I not as good as 
my word ? have I not ſhewn you a man, 
that 1s very fruitful and precious - Is it 
poliible to be weary, where there is {uch 
varicty of fancy 2 He begins with you 
at home, then calls you avroad ; brings 
you back again, then out at Sea, then 
for the Judies, carrying vou into Mines, 
ſeveral Mines, Promife-Mznes , and Or- 
Ainance-Mines ; this muſt needs be melt- 
inz and difſolvinz. And I queſtion not, 
as this Gentleman leads us through a 
orcat part of mecharick and watural Phy- 
loſoph:, to, had he thought of u, and 
been but ata little more leiſure, his faxrcy 
could have made Meditation like all the 
Autmals in Geſner, and all the Pants in 
Gerrard ; for ſome {mall reaſon, or pret- 
ty report or other ; For when his hand 


was 10, What had it been for htm ro have 
{a1c.. 
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{aid, that Meditation 1s like an Off rich, 
a Pheaſant-cock, or a Robin-red-breaft : 
or like a Whale, a Pike, or a Gudgeon ? 
for Ido not at all doubt but that avery (mall 
Trventor may deviſe as good a reaſon for 
all thoſe /zkeneſſes, as he that ſaid, that 
Faith was like a Flounder, that laid a 
Chritian flat upon the Promiſes. 

After him comes another Bartholomew 
Gentleman, with a huge hamper of Pro- 
miſes , and he falls a trading with his 
Promiſes, and applyinz of Premiſes , 
and reſting upon Promiſes, that we can 
hear of nothing but Promiſes : Which 
trade of Promiſes he 1o ingrois'd to him- 
{elf, and thoſe of his own Conprezation, 
that in the /ate 7imes he would not fo 
much as iet his near #7nſmen, the Pres- 
byterians, to have any dealing with the 
Promiſes : And to forward this 7rade of 
Promiſes, the poor deceived creatures 
mult be lately abuſed with a new ſort of 
Concordance, by Y. P. conſiſting of Com- 
manels, Threatuings and Promiſes ; and 
beſides, leſt people ſhould take hold of, 
and apply a curſe inſtead of a V!efng, 
and a ?rreadtnins inſtead of a Promt{e, 
they arc all {cr forth with their particular 


marks : So that now Ifſuppole, the 7rae 
of 
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ol Promiſes will ſuddenly hereupon be 
much amended , and grow ſtrangely 
quick and lively. And to be ſhort (be- 
cauſe this Geatlem.is has been ſufficient- 
ly taken notice of, by a late worthy 
Author except it be idle preaching a- 
bout experiences , diſpenſations , manife- 
Statioas, diſcoveries, improvements, pled- 
ges, priviledges , and prerogatives ; out= 
Toings, ingoings and returns, and ſuch 
like ſenſeleſs, infignificant, cantiuz words 
and phraſes ; there is ſcarce any thing 
to be found in him, or any of thoſe that 
are admirers of his way. 

And, as this ſo much admired oxe 
has a peculiar trade in Promiſes, ſo others 
there be, who are very much for trafjick- 
ing with Chriſt : And in the late times, 
we may remember what a ſubrile 7rade 
was driven this way, and what a perfect 
Merchandize they made of Chriſt , and 
what abundance of eminent holders forth 
of Chriſt and his Cauſe, were ſent into 
the Country to ell Chrift for Spoons, 
Bodkins and Thimbles : Burt amongſt all 
thoſe rhat were then employed, none 
ever was found to make to yery good a 
return of Chriſt as #7. P. was obſerved 
to do; for he could preſently cal! the 
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People together, and tell them, © That 
* he heard at Lo»don, that they were 
* without Chriſt, and he came on pur- 
** pole to bring them Chri/t , and whar 
** a great deal of Money he was offered 
** upon the Road for Chriſt, but he was 
« relolved to part with Chriſt to no 
* body , till the Beloved that he was 
* preaching to, had had the refuſal ofhim ; 
* and if they did intend to trade with 
* him, they muſt down with their Duſt 
* inſtantly : for to his Knowledge, the 
* Papiſts did offer a very vaſt Sum of 
** Money for England's Chrift; and 
© therefore, if they did not make all 
** poſſible haſt to fend in their Plate and 
* Jewels, he would be ſoon ſhip'd, and 
** carried away to Rome. But may ſome 
* {ay, What if cruel Cava/zer ſhould 
* come, Would not then our Chri/t be 
* in great danger, after all our colt and 
charges, might not he plunder us of 
* our Chit? No: Cavalier indeed is 
cruel, and may get away your ſhoul- 
* der of Mutton, may get away your 
* Children, may get away your IWife, 
* and may get away your very B#le , 
** and he may come alſo for your Chriſt, 
** bur ne cannot get away your Chris? ; 
** for 
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* for Chriſt is yours, and he is Gods; and 
* therefore down with your Money. Ido 
not ſay that all thar were ſent forth then 
ro repeat the word Chriſt, (for that was 
then, and is ſtill by many called preach- 
ing of Chriſt) did carry along with them 
{uch knaviſh Intentions ; bur ſure I am, 
that the vain repetition of ſuch good 
Words, is {till too often that which the 
Nonconformiſts call powerful Preaching : 
when as there is nothing at all rhat 1s 
meant by themſelves, or can be under- 
ſtood by their Ffearers. And this made 
Biſhop Tayler ſay in his Epiſtle to the 
Reader, before his ſhort Catechiſm, Thar 
a plainCatechiſm doth more infiru# a Soul, 
than a whole days prate which ſome daily 
ſpit forth, to bid Men get Chriſt, aud 
perſecute his Servants ; for he was very 
well aware, that thele great Zea/ots that 
ralk ſo much of Chri/t and his Htere/t, 
were as forward to Cheat, Steal , or 
commit any Villanies, as thoſe that 
had never heard of Chri/#, or the Do- 
trine that he preached. And indeed, | 
had now taken very little notice of what 
was then done amongſt them , if that 
idle, empty and inſignificant Preaching 


had ceasd with the Timcs ; bur ſtill 1 
find 
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i fin People ſo ſtudious to deceive, and 
f {o willing to be deceived, that ſuch 
} prattle amongſt many, ſtill bears the 
i Name of the only javizg, powerful and 
's edifying Preaching. And indeed, though 
jþ I will not accuſc every one of that Par- 
h, ty, that now ſtand ſeparated from us, of 
if | the utmoſt extravagancies of theſe Fol- 
rh lies ; yer I am very certain , that the 
i greateſt part, or at leaſt the moſt fa- 
Mo mous and prevailing amongſt them, are 


io generally addicted to cantivg, infig- 
q | nificant Phraſes, and tedious 7autologies, 
\.u that ſhould we compare their continual 
Wk Religious Nonſenſe, with the indilcretions 
nt of the Conformiſts , theſe would appear 
ly rolerably Sober and Wary KRherori- 
C7 HHS, 
Fo And this is ſo plain from what has 
ih been already mentioned, that very little 
' 8 nced to be {aid further ; bur oniy it hap- 
- Bi pens that I have now by me, a Book 
wy call'd Apples of .Gold for youns Men and 
I yore omen ; a Book fo famous amongſt 
them, thar it has ro my Knowledge 
mo deceived rhe World to no leſs than Eight 
i Flitions ; and yet when we look into 


j 
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1} it {notwithſtanding the Subject 1s very 
\';W large and profitable) we ſhall there find 
1 little 
i 
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little beſides Chri/?, the Soul, Conſcience; 
Faith, and fuch like very good words ; 
oyer and over repeated to very ſmall 
purpole, and as often uſher'd in with an 
engaging and crying Introduction ; of 
Ah! young Men ; and ſometimes, Ah ! 
young Men and Women, Ir is all one, 
Sir, where you open the Book, his Rhes 
torical Humour is ſo very much the 
ſame. Ah! (ſays he; Page 181.) young 
Men, young Men , if you muſt needs be 
leaning, then lean upon precious Promiſes, 
lean upon the Rock that is higher than your 
ſetves, lean upon the Lord Feſus Chriſt, as 
John did ; John leaned much (Joh. 21.20.) 
and Chriſt loved him much. Ah ! lean upon 
Chriſt's Wiſdom, lean upon his Power, lean 
upon his Purſe , lean upon is Eye ; lean 
upon his Righteouſneſs, lean upon his Blood, 
lean upon his Merit. Now, Sir, we well 
underſtand and know the meaning of 
ChriſFs Wiſdom, Power , Righteouſneſs , 
and the like ; but to make a huge clat- 
rering of Chriſt, and a long empty tattle 
of Leaning, and to make People figh 
and cry by mere repetition of Scripture 
Words, when perhaps there is little fur- 
ther ſign of Senſe, than fhakznug of the 
Head, and wringing of Hands, has much 

1 more 
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14112 mit of popular Decezrt, than popular 
7/etorick : Burt having {ct out with the 
word Lean , for the fine figurative noiſe. 
and eajrnefs together, that is to be con- 
tinued as long as Lungs can hold, never 
minding to what it is joynd, or how 
it is applied. And whence do you think, 
Sir, came all this idle rant about Jeaning ? 
only from John's being placed next to 
our Saviour at Supper , and laying his 
Tread or Elbow in his Boſom ; therefore 
young Men , if they would be /caning , 
tacy mult 74 their Heads into our Sa- 
vious Purſe, and put their Elbows into 
his Eyes. And from this place of Scrip- 
ture alone, ariſe all their inſignificant 
cantinz, about a Bcliever's leaning and 
rolling upon Chriſt, it being no where 
clle mentioned in the whole New 7eſta- 
ment ; but only where it is ſaid, that Fa- 
cob leaning upon the top of his Staff. And 
as he here runs away with the Word 
/eining ; lo the very ſame Method he 
uics for any thing elſe , that he ſhall 
happen upon. Ir is ſaid you know Sir, 
al. 1.14. Curſed be the Decetver which 
1th in his Flock a Male, and yet offereth 
+ the Lord a corrupt thing, Upon which, 
:: *:diately follow ; 4b! young Men and 
Women 


[ 119 ] 
IVomen ( who are like the Almond Tree) 
you have many Males in your Flockt, your 
Streneth is a Male in the Flock, your 
Tu#me is a Male in the Flock, your Parts 
are a Male in the Flock , and your Gifts 
are a Male in the Flick, &c. And where- 
as here he mcntions only Strexzgth and 
Parts in general, as being Males in the 
Flock , yet if his Breath would have 
laſted, he could have made every Finzer 
and 7oe that a Young Man has, to be a 
Male in the Flock ; and I wonder how 
he miſs'd Judgment, Memory, Pancy, and 
the Five Senſes ; for theſe doubtleſs are 
all Males in the Flock, if he had not for- 
got them. And this is that in which 
chiefly conſiſt the power and edifying- 
eſs ( as they call ic) of their Preach- 
ing, and by which they think them- 
ſelves ſo far to excel the Inſtructions of 
the conformable Miniſters; as if theſe 
could not ſay the Word Chri/t as ofren 
in an hour, as the moſt powerfal and e7- 
jying of them ; and I wonder where hes 
the myſtery and great dithculty of this 
gifted fort of Rhetorick. Tam dilcourt- 
ing ſuppoſe about the pardon of fin, 
and I bring in that of the P/a/mis? , Blef- 


ſed is he whoſe tranſgreſſion 15 forgiven, &c. 
E Upon 
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Upon which occaſion I exert my gzfts, 
and pour fourth thus. 1: is nor, bleſſed is 
the honourable man,but bleſſed xs the pardon'd 
man; it is not bleſſed 1s the rich man, but bleſ- 
fed is the pardon'd man ; it is not bleſſed is 
the learned man, but bleſſed is the pardon'd 
man ; it is not bleſſed is the politick man, 
but bleſſed is the pardond man; it is not 
bleſſed is the viflorious man, but bleſſed 
is the pardon'd man. Or T am preaching 
{uppole about remember thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, and 1 guſh forth 
after this manner : Ah ! that young men and 
women would but in the morning of their 
youth ſeek, yea, ſeek early, ſeek diligently, 
ſeek primarily, ſeek unweariedly, this God, 
who is the greateſt good ; the be$t zood, 
the moſt defirable good; who is a ſuitable 
good , a pure good, a ſatisfying good , 
a total good, and an eternal good. Now, 
may not a Conformiff , though of 
an ordinary invention, and not endued 
with the ſublimeſt giftedneſſes of our 
Separatiits , ſay , ſeek, ſeek, ſeek, ſeek, 
&ce or good, good, good, good, &c. | am 
very {erious, Sir, and you knowit, and 
1 wiſh thoſe that I am now ſpeaking of, 
would think ſo too, and lay afide their 


croundleſs prerences to gif/s, and preach 
like 
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like Men and Chriſtians : for T bleſs Aſmig/- 
ty God, 1 love all the World, and with 
that all men were wiſe to the {alvation 
of themſelves and others. And notwith- 
ſtanding, that many of them are {o for- 
ward to boaſt of their ſpiritual a?tain- 
ments and improvements , and will tell 
you, Tow often they have ſweat at Prayer, 
and how long they frequented Ordinances, 
and what abundance of days they kept, and 
time they ſpent, in applying of Promiſes, 
and regiftring experiences , before they 
could arrive to this converting and heart-diſ- 
ſolving preachiag : yet for all that , it 
{avours ſo much of the zatural man, that 
I queſtion not ar all, bur that the very 
glory, and heart-breakingneſs of it (Which 
chiefly conſiſt in an endleſs repetition of 
the ſame words) may be eaſily acquired 
by a Lad of ſixteen years of age in 2 
Months time. To make, Sir , this 
plain, I] give you but one inſtance of 
very high improvements in this kind ; it 
is upon this particular , viz. As old 
Diſciple, an old Chriſtian is Rieh is 
Spiritual Experiences. Whereupon he 
thus proceeds : O the experiences that 
an old Chriſtian hath of the ways of God, 


of the workings of God , of the word of 
ſ py | "0d J 
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God, of the love of God ! O the divine 
ftories that an old Chriſtian can tell 
of the power of the Word, of the ſweete 
neſs of the Word, of the Uſefulneſs of the 
Word ! O the ſtories that he can tell you 
concerning the love of Chriſt, the blood 
of Chrift, the offices of Chriſt, the merits 
of Chrift , the rightonſneſs, the graces of 
Chrift, and the influences of Chriſt ! O the 
tories that an old Diſciple can tell you, of 
the in-dwellings of the Spirit, of the 0- 
ferations of the Spirit, of the teachings 
of the Spirit, of the ſealings of the Spi- 
rit, of the witneſſings of the Spirit, and 
of the comforts and joys of the Spirit ! 
9 the ſtories that an old Chriſtian can tell 


you, of the evil of fin , of the bitterneſs 


of fin, the deceitfulneſs of fin , the pre- 
waleucy of fin, and the happineſs of the con- 
gueſt over fin ! O the ſtories that he can tell 
you, of the ſnares of Satan, the devices af Sa- 
tangthe temptations of Satan, the rage of Sa- 
zan, the malice of Satan, the whatchfulneſs of 
Satan, aud the ways of triumphing over 
Satau! Theſe you fee, Sir, are ſtorzes 
which an od Chriſtian, an old Diſciple 
can tell you. But de you not think, 
that one may procure a very young 
Chriſtian, ſuch as 1 ms 7 

who 
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who by the help of two or three. 
Femes , and a little skill in Trdexcs 
ſhould be able to tell you as many 
divine ffories as theſe, and a hundred 
more , if it ſhould be convenient 2 may 
not he in a {mall time;, learn tro begin 
with divine ſtories of God, the Scriptures, 
Chriſt , the Holy Ghoft , of Sin, of Sa- 
tan ; and may he not improve in the 
uſe of his Sy5Zeme, and in time venture 
to turn on, and tell you divine Fortes 
of the Covenant of Grace, of the Sacra- 
ments, of the five points, of the ten Com- 
mandments , or of any thing elſe with 
very great caſe, according as he thinks 
to continue his divine fforzes. 

I ſuppoſe, Sir, ir were necdlels to go 
about ro ſatisfie you further , that this 
gifted fort of preaching , that pretends 
more than ordinary to come from above, 


has as little in it of dificu/fy or miracle, 


as of profit, 1 cannot, I muſt confets, 
imagine wherein the powerfulzeſs and 
znſpiration of that gloſs conſiſted , that 
is made by one of this party tha: I am 
now ſpeaking of, concerning gozng out 
of our ſelves , and ſaying , come Lord , 
returx ; O Lord; not return, O my trade 


return: O return, O our Ships return; not 
1 4 returns 
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return, O our peace return; but return, O 
Lord, return, O Lord. Nor of that which 
was made by another upon thoſe words : 
The Fear of the Lord 1s clean ; clean with= 
in, and clean without ; clean above, and 
clean below ; clean on the left Hand, and 
clean on the right ; clean on this fide, clean 
on that ; clean at home, aud clean abroad. 
Now am I as ſure as can be, that ſome 
of theſe People will preſently cry out, 
and ſay, that I am againit the fear of the 
Lord, and againſt Chriſt and his Intereſt ; 
and that T am againſt all Soul-foftning means, 
and all ſoul-melting means. And (as It is 
in the forementioned Apples of Gold) 7 am 
a diſcourager of all that is God-ward, of all 
that is Chriſt-ward, heaven-ward, and holi- 
zeſs-ward; and that I am for ſoul-hardning 
Company , ſoul-harduing Principles, and 
fout-hardnuing Examples ; and for ſuffer- 
zng of People to go on in deluſions, that are 
Chrift-dethroning, and Conſcience waſt- 
zng, and Soul-undoing Opportunities, If 
they do, I cannot help it ; but howe- 
ver, I bleſs Almighty God, that I was 
born of Chriſtian Parents, and that I 
was broughe-up in the Chri/tzan Fazth ; 
and I hope, that by the Divine afiſtance, 
1 ſhall continue in the fame, and in well- 

| doing 
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doing to my lives end. And whatever 
Opinion they may have of me, I know 
not ; bur notwithſtanding , I do moſt 
heartily wiſh , that ſuch as have ſpent 
rheir time in reading of Books and Ser- 
mons about Experiences, getting of Chriſt, 
and the like, would change them all a- 
way for the whole Duty of Man, that a- 
bounds with very pious and Intelligiblc 
Rules of Godly Living, and uſeful know- 
ledge tending to Salvation. 

And I do with furthermore, that ſuch 
of the Nonconforming Clergy, that are of 
chis Humour, Way and Style; that they 
would adviſe, or iufter, ar leaſt, ſuch as 
are now, or have been heretofore their 
Hearers and Admirers, to read {ome o- 
ther Baoks beſides their own, and hear 
ſome other Men Preach beſides them- 
{elves : For as it has been already made 
out, that the way of their Diſcourles 
is not ſo much above Human induſtry 
and invention, as that it ſhould require 
any more extraordinary Afliſtances, or 
more peculiar Illuminations , than the 
Conformiſts may have juſt reaſon to pre- 
tend to ; ſo in good truth as confident 
as they are of the Heavenlineſs, and 
Convertingreſs ( as they call it ) of their 

Method 
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Method and Expreſſions, they have very 
lictle grounds, or good Authority, for 
that manner they proceed in. For, ſup- 
poſe, they ſhould be fo full of them- 
{elves and their own indowments -, as 
not to attend co the Examples of the 
firſt Famous Chriſt;ans, Saints and Pri- 
mitive Fathers, nor to the Rules of the 
beſt and moſt Fudzcious Orators ; yet if 
they will be either guided and perſwaded 
by what our Savzoxr Preacht himſelf, or 
by thoſe Dzref;ons which he gave to 
his Diſciples for ſo doing; they will 
find very little encouragement either ro 
dote upon, and admire only their own 
Proceedings , or (o ſeverely to cenſure 
and undervyalue thoſe that ſhew not all 
willingneſs to be deceived by them. And 
in the firſt place, we are plainly inſtru- 
ed, as to What our Saviour himlielf 
ſpoke , taught or preacht; as well as 
after what manner he expreſied his mean- 
ing. We very well remember what he ſaid 
to the young Man that enquired how he 
ſhould attain eternal Life. He did not 
lay, get me, get faſt hold of we, get your 
Arms full of me ; but keep the Command- 
ments, and give away your Eftate; which 


laſt in thoſe times was metry on 
Ucn 
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ſuch as intended to be Dias of Chriſt. 
In like manner , when the Pu#licans and 
Souldiers came to knov7 what they ſhould 
do ; he did not bid them, Take hold of 
him, faften upon him, and put their Arms 
round about him; but bad the firſt of 
them ( whoſe Employment might tempt 
them to cheatitg and bribery) exadt no 
more than what ihe Emperor demanded : 
And bad the others, be contented with 
their Wages and Pay ; and not do wvis- 
lence, plunder or ſteal. And it was well 
that it was Chriſt himſelf that ſaid thus, 
or elſe by chance ( amonegft theſe lofty 
Teachers) this might have gone for 
groſs, carnal Reaſoning , and for ſuch 
dull moral inſtructions as Alexander or 
Ceſar themicives., that never believed 
any thing of Chriſt , might have given 
to their. Co/efors and 4rmies. By thele 
Places and the like, Sir, it is very ceafic 
to perceive after what manner our Sa- 
viour taught and preacht; for whatever 
he ſpoke was Preaching, although what 
he {aid upon the Mount (being a more 
continued Diſcourſe )- was more particu- 
larly calld his Sermon : So that thus 
far we ſee, that whilſt Chrift preached 
Chri/#, that is, of himſelf and his Do- 
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10 MED, 5 : 

i &rine , heres not a word of getting of 
+ Chrilt, or getting into Chriſt, or getting 
f a ſhare, a ock, an interest in Chrift, or 


any ſuch like ſtaring , and inſignificant 
Expreſſions. In the next place, let us 


<n_—. _— —_— ————— —OO—O oO oC 
—_ . a. "2 ; - 
AWE >> 
winger aa © ISP = Rm ke 
+> Lo. > : 


oh. . - 
| EG ſee what order and inſtructions he gave 
F3 to his Diſciples about their Preaching. 


—_— 
— CESS 
<4 7 JOE 
HSE 


St. Mark tells us, Mark 16. 15. That 
he bad them go into the World and preach 
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f P: the Goſpel, &c. St. Matthew tells us , 
5 Mat. 2.8. 19, 20. he bad them , Go aud 
bi teach all Nations, baptizing them, &c. 
WC .:.. and teaching them to obJerve all things 
Fa whatſoever he had commanded them. Now, 
'y 'H Sir, if there can be any other meaning 
'$ of theſe laſt words, than that (after Peo- 

MR ple were baptized or admitted into Chri- 
ſtanity) the Dzſciples ſhould ſpend rheir 
Ys time in teaching and explaining ſuch 
| things as Chriſt himſelf had taught or 
dg: preacht to them , which were nor ſuch 
W.. Riddles, Charms and tickling ſtuff as 


theſe People too often put upon their 
Hearers, then (if his Majefty will pleaſe 
to give me leave) I will promiſe never to 
uu come at any Church again, fo long as I 
Whit can find out the leaſt creeping Conven- 
wy. ticle : So that if theſe People will be 


wm either content to preach ' no loftier than 
nl Our 
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our Saviour did himſelf, or as he ap- 
pointed his Dzſciples to do, I am ſure 
they muſt not preach as they do now, 
unleſs they have got ſome ſecret re- 
{erve of Goſpels for their own peculiar 
uſe ; or have received ſome new inſtru- 
tions and orders, ſince our Saviour 
was taken up ; for in all the Goſpels 
which we are acquainted withal , we 
can find nothing elſe but that Chriſt 
was the Chri/t; and that God for the 
future would be worſhipd after the 
manner therein declared. And he that 
preaches this, v/z. what Chrif# did and 
ſuftered, and what he ſpoke, preaches 
Chriſt, or his Goſpel, or him crucified, or 
him and the ReſurreFion, or the Kinadom 
of God, or remiſſion of Sins, or the new Co- 
venant, or Grace and Mercy through Chriſt ; 
all which, and many more, fignitie the 
{ſame ; and not he that thunders our 
Chriſt a Thouſand times in a Sermon ; 
ſaying, Ah! none but Chriſt, none but 
Chriſt. Ah ! none to Chriſt, none to 
Chriſt ; no works to Chrilts, no Dutzes, 
mo ſervices to Chriſts; no Prayers, no 
Tears to Chrisfs ; mo righteouſneſs, no 
Holineſs to Chrifts, lay out for Christ, 
make ſure of Chrift, cloſe with Chri#t, 
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cleave to Chrift, unite with Chrift, reſt, 
lean , roll, toſs , tumble and wallow upon 
Chrif7, There is mention made (you 
know Sir, ) Mat. 28. 20. of Chrift be- 
ing with the Apoitles to the end of the 
World ; which related to the divine aſlj- 
ſtance of the Holy Ghof?, which they 
and their Succeſſors ſhould have towards 
the propagating and continuing Chri- 
Fian Religion an the World ; but theſe 
People are for receiving Love-Letters 
from Chrif? , they are for ſtrange enter- 
courſes , correſpondences, returns, expreſ- 
ſes, and I know not what. And, if it 
had not pleaſed God to have abated 
ſome of thoſe Extravagancies, by reſto- 
ring our Church, in time we ſhould have 
come to Heavenly Proclamations, and 
tTeavenly Gazets. And I well remember 
there was one amongſt them that pre- 
tended to have got ſuch an 7nteres? in 
Chrift, and ſuch exa&t knowkedge of 
affairs above, that he could tell the 
People, That he ha# juſt before received 


an Expreſs from Chriſt Feſus concerning 


fauch a kuſineſs, and that the Ink was ſcarce 
dry upon the Paper : At other times he 
would fink himſelf in the Pw/piz, and 
ell rhe People z he world be with them 
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again preſently, he would only ſpeak one 
word with Chriſt; and 1ſo pretending to 
to have talk'd with Chriſt, he would 
come up again ſoon after, as full of 
Chriſt and his Advice as might be. And 
to conclude this, Sir, how many Hundred 
and Hundred times have you heard that 
place in the Coloftans, viz. Chriſt is all 
in all, brought in at the cloſe of any 
thing that went before, only becauſe it 
is melting, and may produce Sigh or 
; Groan ; for, if they would but conſider 
of the Bible , as well as get by heart 
Words and Phraſes out of it, they might 
then have taken notice of thoſe many 
Heavenly Exhortations, contained in the 
{ame Chapter to the Coloſhans, of living 
more peaceably, godlily and righteouſly 
than they had done, before they were 
converted to the Chriſtian Faith ; and 
in particular, that they ſhould be now 
as kind, juſt and fajrhful to every Man 
that they had to deal withal (let him be 
Greek or Jew, Barbarian or Scythian,) as 
they ufe to be, or ſhould be , to their 
own Neighbours and Citizens ; fo that 
now, Chriſt was all in all, having taken 
awyy all DiſtinFions, and made of a// 
Mankind one People, It is not, Sir, my 
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intent here to comment upon Scripture ; 
bur 1 would to God, that theſe people 
that talk ſo much, and ſo endleſly rhe 
word Chriff, would ſpend more time 
in explaining his Do@rine ; if they did, 
{ am ſure the World would not only 
be much wzſer, but more peaceable and 
better. 

And as I would not have theſe people 
count themſelves the only godly and 
{aving /r57rufFors by abundant ſaying 
over new Teftament words; ſo it is a 
very idle thing for them to endeavour 
to have their preaching believed rore 
ſanQified and ſearching , becauſe rhe 
talk often times concerning the Bzble, 
giving only empty and looſe commenda- 
tions of the Scriptures in general. There 
are (thanks be to God) a great many 
Bibles in this Nation ; and though the 
Conformifts , do not poſlibly lay one in 
every window , yet their Zouſes need 
not be {uppoſed to be without the Scrip- 
tures, nor themſelves without the know- 
ledge and uſe of them, And what if 
whilſt they are in the Pulpzr, with finger 
thruſt into the middle of the Book , they 
do not brandi/h it up and down, as if 
they would diſcharge the whole of it 
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together at ſome bodies head 2 What if 
they do not hold it forth with ſtretched 
out arm and voice ; and cry aloud, 7hzs 
1s the Book , this is the Book : Here it 1s, 
here it 1s ; no Word like this Word, no Book 
like this Book, no writing like this writing , 
10 reading like reading here , no ſearching 
like ſearching here , no confidering like con- 
frdering here ; Chrift is here, Jeſus Chris? 
is here, the Lord Chrift is here , the pres 
cious promiſes are here. Yes doubtleſs 
(if it be a Bible?) they are all there; and 
ſo is Geneſis, Exodus, Leviticus, Num- 
bers, Deuteronomy, and all the reſt. But 
what is any body the better for this ? 
Who will read , ſearch or conſider one 
word the more for this empry amazing 
noiſe; or for ſuch as that , which I find 
alſo in ove of them : Search the Scripture, 
Fudy the Scripture , dwell on the Scrip- 
ture , delight in the Scripture , treaſure 
up the Scripture ; no wiſdom to Scripture 
wiſdom , no knowledge to Scripture knows- 
ledge,no experience to Scripture experiences, 
0 comforts to Scripture comforts , no des 
lights to Scripture delights , no convidtions 
to Scripture convictions , no converſion to 
Scripture converſion. Let them ſhew us 
any where in Scripture (notwithſtanding 

KR their 
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their extraordinary skill therein) where 
any thing is adviſed or commanded after 
chis ſloathful and ſlighty way. If they 
be for elegant compoſure of long periods, 
let them obſcrye after what manner the 
Adﬀts of the ApoFtles arc recorded; if 
they be for ſhorter Sextences, let them 
examine other parts of the holy Scrip- 
tures ; and if they would attempt to 
prophefie , let them read the Prophets , 
and let them attend to that copious 
znvention, as well as loftineſs of expreſſion 
that is contain'd in them. Surely, if 
they were not charm'd with lazineſs , 
their one conceits, and a contempt of 
all rhat are not in their way and phraſe , 
they would judge it better , to explain 
ro the people the principles of Chriftian 
Aelizion , and to give ſome ſober dire- 
(ions of living well, and perſwaſrve rea- 
ſons to begin a good life, and proceed in 
the ſame , than to think that time only 
ſanCtimonioully laid our , that is ſpent , 
in crying ere, here ; Look, look ; See, 
ſee ; whereas there is nothing to be ſeen, 
but the outſide of the Book , nor any 
thing to be heard buta /ong Firing of 
wores to the ſame purpoſe ; and yet this 
alone nauſt be call'd faſhing , holy wio- 

lege, 
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lence, preſſuag Hp0# A and breaking mito the 
ſoul ; and all tober , diſcreet , and well 
cxamin'd inſtructions , earthly and hea- 
thenitſh. 

Not leſs idle and extravagant is that 
humour of theirs , of loading their Ser- 
ous with abundance of Scripture, where 
it is perfe&tly needleſs, and altogether 
impertinent. How far the true know- 
iedg of one place depends upon others, 
the reſt of the world, that do not boaſt 
{o much of Scripture, do very well under- 
ſtand; but to heap on Scripture after 
Scripture to no purpole at all; but ro 
make their folowers Bibles ſtare again 
with turn'd down proofs, and the S7rings 
and c/aſps to groan with being overchargd 
with doubT'd leaves , is much too {mall a 
foundation for them to call or think 
rhemielves the only rue diſpenſers of the 
word of God. And that wherein the 
excellency of theſe mens humour may 
be plainly perceived, is this, That the 
leſs the quored Scripture is really for 
their deſign (fo ir docs but ſound a littic 
towards their meaning) the more it 1s 
admired , this arguing long ſearching , 
and experimental skill in the Bible, and 
a more hiddex and well diges7ed art of 

KC 5 pply- 


[ 134 } 

their extraordinary skill therein) where 
any thing is adviſed or commanded after 
chis ſloarhful and ſlighty way. If they 
be for elegant compolure of long periods, 
let them obſerve after what manner the 
Ads of the ApoFtles arc recorded; if 
they be for ſhorter Sextences, let them 
examine other parts of the holy Scrip- 
tures ; and if they would attempt to 
prophefie , let them read the Prophets , 
and let them attend to that copious 
zrvention, as well as loftineſs of expreſſion 
that is containd in them. Surely, if 
they were not charm'd with lazineſs , 
their one conceits, and a contempt of 
all that are not in their way and phraſe , 
they would judge it better , to explain 
ro the people the principles of Chriftian 
Relizion , and to give ſome ſober dire- 
ions of living well, and perſwaſrve rea- 
ſons to begin a good life, and proceed in 
the ſame , than to think thar time only 
ſanctimonioully laid out , that is ſpent , 
in crying Here, here ; Look, look ; See, 
ſee ; whereas there is nothing to be ſcen, 
but the outſide of the Book , nor any 
thing to be heard bura /ozz Firing of 
wores to the ſame purpoſe ; and yet this 
alone muſt be call'd flaſhing , holy wio- 

lerge. 
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lence, preſſeng upon', and breaking into the 
ſoul ; and all ſober , diſcreet , and well 
cxamin'd inſtructions , earth/y and hea- 
theniſh. 

Not leſs idle and extravagant is that 
humour of theirs, of loading their Ser- 
mMous With abundance of Scripture, where 
it is perfectly needleſs, and altogether 
impertinent. How far the true know- 
iedg of one place depends upon others, 
the reſt of the world, that do not boaſt 
{o much of Scripture, do very well under- 
{tand; but ro heap on Scripture after 
Scripture to no purpole at all; but to 
make their followers Bibles ſtare again 
with turn'd down proofs, and the S7rings 
and c/aſps to groan with being overchargd 
with doub7d leaves , is much too {mall a 
foundation for them to call or think 
rhemielves the only rue diſpenſers of the 
word of God. And that wherein the 
excellency of theſe mevs humour may 
be plainly perceived, is this, That the 
leſs the quored Scripture is really for 
their deſign (fo it does but ſound a lictic 
towards their meaning) the more it 1s 
admired , this arguing long {carching , 
and experimental skill in the Bible, and 
a more hidden and well diges?ed art of 
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applying of Scripture. | have a Book , 
Sir, that teaches me how it 1s to be done 
upon thar of St. Matthew; Bleſſed are 
the pure in heart , for they ſhall ſee God. 
Now, Sir, to bring in all thoſe places of 
the Bille where the word pure 1s, may 
be done by a ScriptareleſS Divine of or- 
dinary Concordance-parts ; but to ſtuff in 
plenty of Scripture occaſionally , unex- 
pectedly and wonderfully, is a pe- 
culiar priviledge , and perfection of the 
godly, The Dofrine therefore muſt be 
this, That the Saints of God are pure 
Saints ; nothing that is impure can ſee God, 
nothing that is impure can come to God ; 
for he that cometh to God , mus? believe 


that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 


them that diligently ſeek him , Heb. 11.6. 
Aud again. Jude. ver. 4. Behold the 
Lord cometh with ten thouſand ——What 2 
net unbelievers , but Saints, pure Saints : 
An unbeliever mu$t not expect to be one 
of thoſe ten thouſand , he muS? not look 
to be oxe of that number ; for he that ex- 
pets to be one of that number , muſt ſo 
number his days , that he may apply his 
teart t0 wiſdom , Pfal. go. 12. he mu$t be 
c:reful of his time, count ap his time, 
and think upou every day ; but PO 

7he 
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the great day , the day of judament., Ft 
as the Pſalmiſt has #, I day if you will 
hear his woice , harden not your ” Irts , 
as in the provocation , aud as in the ay of 
temptation in the wilderneft And fo ; 
YIr , you may go on, With hear , orice, 
harden , heart : which you plecalc ; al 
this ſerves inſtead of relling you , what 
'1s meant by purity of Hear!, and what 
converſation fits a Man for a 479 ana 
fruition of God. 

And thus much I thought {caſonable 
ar preſent, to be ſaid concerning the 
preaching of the NonconformzF7s ; Winere- 
in I would not willingly be fo miſtaken, 
as to be thought to charge every one 
of them with that folly and frorhineſs 
that is aboye-mentiond ; for I mult ac- 
knowledge, that I know ſeveral of rhem 
to be Modeſt, Serious and Learned. Bur 
withal, I alſo know, that the {mall in- 
conſiderable 7 riflers, the Coyners of new 
Phraſes ; and drawers out of long godly 
Words, the thick pourers out of 7exts 
of Scripture , the mimical ſqueakers and 
bellowers,. and the vain-glorious admirers 
only of themſelyes, and thoſe of their 
own faihion'd face and geſture : I know, 
i ſay, that ſuch as theſe, ſhall with all 
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poſiille zeal be follow'd and worſhipp'd, 
ſhall have their Buſhels of China 0- 
ranges , ſhall be foiac'd with all imagi- 
nable Cordials, Eſſences and Elixirs, and 
ſhall be rubbd down with F/o/and of 
Ten Shillings an Ell ; when as others of 
that Party, much more Sober and Judi- 
cious, that can ſpeak Senſe, and under- 
ſtand the Scriptures, but leſs confident, 
and lefs cenlorious , ſhall ſcarce be in- 
vited to the fre fide, or be preſented 
with a couple of Pippzys, or a Glaſs of 
{mall Beer with Brown Sagar. 

And as theſe People that are thus 
highly treated , haye no reaſon to pre- 
{ume upon their Parts, Improvements , 
and extraordinary Inſpirations , becauſe 
they can utter forth abundance of Scrip- 
ture Words, of very good concern and 
{i2nification, if they were {oberly ap- 

lied : So, in like manner, it were very 
well if they would not altogether judge 
of the bleſfledneſs of their Endeavours, 
by the /zmult running after them, or be- 
cauſe they find by experience, that they 
can force from People Tears and Sizhs , 
and {uch outward Signs of the hearts 
ſeeming to be afieed ; for all this, and 


much more, may queſtionleſs be done 
| without 
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without either Senſe, Oratory or Religion; 
long Sentences ({uch as before mention'd) 
rattl'd forth as faſt and furiouſly as may 
be, with Chrz#7, Scripture, or the Soxl, 
every Line ; together with Hands, Shoul- 
ders and Head devotionally manag'd, 
may be eaſily conceived to-make weak 
and ſilly People gaze more, wet more, 
and wzpe oftner, than any thing that our 
Saviour himſelf , or any of his ApoF7les 
ever ſaid. And this I know to be cer- 
tainly true , becauſe I have often {cen 
People placed ſo far from the Minzfer, 
that they could only ſee him make very 
much concerned faces, and ſhew often the 
Heavenly part of the Eye, and might 
{uppoſe, by the great pazns he took, that 
he was about buſineſs of very great 
weight and moment ; and perhaps now 
and then, one ſingle me/ting word loudly 
pronounced, might come down, and no 
more ; and yet {uch as theſe weepine/y 
inclin'd, ſhould be as full of all out- 
ward expreſſion of Devotion, as if they 
were juſt then to be converted : And 
therefore I would not have them delude 
themſelves, and think that their Hearers 
weep at their preſ/ing Relizzon more Home, 
and ſearching the Hearts more through- 
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iy than others ; bur at the Noz/e, the 
Zone, and fierce repetition of Words. And 
T think I am not at ail uncharitable , if 
I ſay, that many poor undiſcerning Peo- 
ple, having oft-times ſo little grounds 
for being zea/ouſly moved , are as pcr- 
fetly deceived as cyer any body was, 
chat took Sir Martin Mar-alls wide ga- 
ping, for melodious ſinging. And it is 
doubtleſs as eafie a matter to make 
People cry and ſob again, withour doing 
them the leaſt good, as it is to make a 
Dottril ſtretch, or them yawn, without 
helping them towards Heaven. 

I have but one thing morc to beg of 
thele People ; and that is, That rhey 
would not only ceaſe to call their Preach- 
zng alone Spiritual , Illuminating , and I 
know not what ; but alſo that they 
would not think that they can, or c- 
ver did pray by the Spirit -: For till I 
{ee their Chi/dren ſpeak Hebrew at Four 
Years of Age, (which ſome {ay may 
come to pals, if they be brought up in 
a Wood, and fuck of a Wolf) and them- 
ſelves (withour ſtudying) all thoſe Laz- 
gages that are mentioned in the Second 
of the AFs, I ſhall never believe it ; 
but if they mean, they have ſeveral 
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Prayers of their own making, differing 
both in Sente and Phraſe ; or that they 
do not place every word after the ſame 
manner ; but ſometimes put Eternal be- 
fore Almighty, lometimes Almighty be- 
fore Eternal ; or that they do nor al- 
ways confeſs the ſame number of Sins, 
bur ſomerimes pur in Adultery and Szeal- 
7ng too, ſometimes Adultery alone ; then 
is this ſo far from having any thing of 
the Sp7rifr in it (in that Senſe which 
they would pretend to) that it is no 
more cextempore, than that this Morning 
is read, bleſſed be the Lord God of Tſract : 
and to morrow , O he joyful in the Lord 
all ye Lands: Or that ſometimes we 
pray for Rain, or Fair Weather, fomc- 
times for Health or Peace, according to 
our Neceſlities : only with this ditic- 
rence, that this is printed, and by Ac# 
of Parliament , and what they lay, 18 
not. Burt ſuppoſe they come to that de- 
gree of Confidence, as to begin at a 
yenture ; and having a private Method, 
a ſtock of Scripture Phraſes ( to be 
brought in after any manner) with help- 
ful Abs, ZTems , Coughs, Spattings, Wi- 
pings and admitting beſides, rude Ex- 
preſſions, improprieties, often repeated = 
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ſitions ( when invention fails) and the 
like, that they hold out their intended 
time : Nay , furthermore, ſuppoſe they 
ſeldom or never ſay the ſame whole 
Line, plac'd after the ſame manner ; and 
that they do not confeſs, that by reaſor 
of their ſolithry Lives, they are as wanton 
as the ſalacious Sparrow, nor pray unto 
God for Syrup of Barberies, nor deſire the 
Lord to give them That ſame ; and that 
they do not teach God Almighty how to 
defend the 7rinity (as I have heard them 
do a Quarter of an Hour together) and 
how he is to diſtinguiſh between rame- 
rus numerans, and numerus numeratus ; 
and that the rheum does not fall down 
oppreſiingly upon the Sprrit and Lungs, 
bur that they proceed very clearly and 
{moothly 3 yet ſtill there need be no- 
thing of ſuch a ſort of 7»ſpiratzon, which 
they mean ; for there being ſo many ſe- 
veral Words in the World, it is not at 
all impoſſible for a Man ( if he ſhguld 
{o reſolve and make it his — ne- 
ver to ſpeak the ſame whole Sentekce in 
all his Life. And as for their ſaying, 
that rhey can plainly perceive a difference 
between a Prayer that is fram'd, and one 


that is ſuddenly and ſpiritually pour'd 
| forth ; 
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forth ; Tam ſo very unwilling to belicye 
this, thar if 1 do not procure a thin pale- 
fac'd Hec. as rank a one as can be por 
in this Zown, that ſhares his time be- 
tween ſwearing and curſing , and he ſhall 
be raught a /ong prayer, with a confeſſion 
of all the Y/lanzes that have been com- 
mitted on this ſide the Le ſince the 
Flood, and well filld alſo with ſuch 
Phraſes and Words as they delight in ; 
and being double cay'd, and having well 
learnt his Toe and Geſtures, a Meetin 

of rheſe Spirit Diſcerners fhall be call 'd ; 
and if this very ſmall Saint thus accom- 
pliſhr ( {uppoſing he does not put in 
ſometimes an Oath inſtead of, O Lord) 
does not wet as many Harndkerchiefs , 
and draw forth as dcep and as many 
Groans, as any of their greateſt Pretenders 
to Nlumination, then will IT never hear 
Common-Prayer again : For if I could 
tell where to hear Pcople pray miracu- 
louſly, it were very imprudent to run 
after, or liſten to frail and mortal com- 
poſitions. 

And by the way , Sir, I would not 
have the Papi/fs pleaſe rhemſclves too 
much ( as I have hcard rhey have done 
ypon my firſt LZetfer,) with an _ 

O 
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of their own Prudence and Pre.xchiag A- 
bilities, notwithſtanding thoſe Imper- 
fetions, which I ſo freely. diſcovered a- 
mongſt our ſelves ; for by what I find, 
by chance, in one of their Sermons, con- 
cerning Contrztzon , I perceive that they 
can perſecute a Metaphor , till it be as ri- 
diculous as People can poſlibly endure 
to hear it. It begins thus. 7he Palcon 
when he has taken his prey, he defireth no 
more thereof but 'the Heart, and there- 
with he is content ; ſo our Lord FJeſus, 
when he bad ranuſom'd us out of Hell, he 
defireth no more but a meek and a contrite 
EHTeart of us : Therefore as the Falconer, 
ere he will give the Heart to his Palcon, 
rſt he will cut it, aud then take out the 
Blood and waſh it : So muſt thou give thy 
Heart to our Lord ; firſt cut it with the 
Knife of Contrition, and then take out the 
Blood of Sin by Confeſſion, and after, waſh 
with ſatisfattion ; and ſo with the Knife of 
his Paſſion , cut your Hearts and not your 
Cloaths , having in Mind that the Blade 
of this Knife was made of the Spears 
Head, aud Nails, that his precious Body 
and Fleart was thrill'd withal ; the Haft 
was made of the holy Tree of the Crefs ; 


and the wyrel was made of the Crown of 
T horns 
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Thorns that was about his Head. Whet 
this Knife on his bleſſed Body, that ſo hard 
and cruelly was tormented on the Croſs ; 
make alſo the Sheath of thy Kuife, of the 
White Skin of our Lord Feſus, that was 
painted with red bloudy Wounds ; then 
with the Cords that he was bound to the 
Pillar, bind this Knife to the Girdle of 
thy Heart : and I doubt not , be thy heart 
never ſo hard, it will begin to break. It 
is doubtleſs a very ſtrange heart indeed, 
that will not ſuddenly 4reakt all in 
pieces at the noiſe of ſuch Rhetorick. 
And whereas it has been obſerved, that 
ſome of our Clergy are ſometimes over- 
nice, in taking notice of the meer Words 
that they find in Texts ; fo thele are {o 
accurate , as to go to the very Letters. 
As ſuppoſe, Sir, you arc to give an Ex- . 
hortation to Repentance, upon that of 
St. Matthew; Repent Te, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at Hand, You muſt ob- 
ſerve, that Repert is a rich Word, wherein 
every Letter exhorts us to our Duty : Res» 
pent , R. readily; Repent , E. earneſtly ; 
Repent, P. preſently, Repent, E. effectuate 
ly ; Repent, N. mationally ; Repent, T. 
throughly. Again, Repent roaringly, ea= 
gerly, plentifully, heavily (becaule of -) 

aotably, 
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notably, terribly : And why not, Repent 
rarely, evenly , prettily , elegantly, neat- 
ly, tightly ? And allo why not A. Apple- 
paſty, B. bak'd it, QC. cut it, D. divided 
it, FE. eat it, F. fought for it, G. got it, &c. 
I had not time, Sir, to look any further 
into their way of Preaching ; but if I 
had, I am ſure I ſhould have found that 
they have no reaſon to deſpiſe our Church 
upon that account ; and they cannot but 
{ee it themſelves, if they do but look 
over and conſider their own Tnfirmitzes : 
And I would have them know, that 
What I jaid in my former, was not in- 
tended to help on their underyaluing us, 
but our own amendment. 

And as much miſtaken are the Lazy 
af this Natzon (which was thenext thing 
I promiſed to ſpeak of) if there be any 
of ſo mean a judgment, and ſo idly 
and wickedly bent as to think that I de- 
{ign'd to encourage them in the Contempt 
of our own Clergy ; being always fo very 
far from promoting any ſuch deſign, that 
there is no one inthe wor/d that ever was 
more ſenſible of the groundleſs and hu- 
mourſom exceptions and prejudices , 
which ſont of thoſe ſmal/ and inconfide- 


rable people haye entertain'd againſt our 
Clergy 
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Clergy in general, than my ſelf: into 
which , Sir, although in my former 
Letter I did not think it requiſite ro en- 
quire , by reaſon the intention of that 
was only to look into ſuch things as to 
ſome few at leaſt, beſides my ſelf. 
did ſeem to weaken the Repuzation and 
Service of ſome of our Clergy, yet in 
this ſecond, I judg'd it conyenient to 
{eparate their foppz/h and unreaſonable ob- 
jeftions from ſuch imprudences and mis for- 
zunes Which I mention'd in my firſt. 

And in the firſt place comes rattling 
home from the Uzver/ites, the young 
pert Soph. with his Atoms and Globulz ; 
and as full of defiance and diſdain of all 
Country Parſons, let them be never 1ſo 
learned and prudent, and as confident and 
magiſterial, as if he had been Prolocutor at 
the firſt Council of Nice. And he wonders 
very much that they will pretend 8 be 
Gown-meun , Whereas he cannot lee ſo 
much as Cartes's Principles , nor Gaf- 
ſendus's ſyutagma lying upon the Table ; 
and that they are all ſo ſotriſh and ſtupid, 
as not to {ell all their Libraries, and 
ſend preſently away for a whole Wagon 
full of new Philoſophy. I'll tell you, Sir, 
iays one of thele {mall whiflers, per- 

haps 


{ 149 ] 

haps to a grave , ſober and judicious 
Dzvme 5 the Univerſit YV FL rangely als 
tered ſince you were there; we are grown 
SFrangely inquiſitive and ingenious. T pray 
Sir , how went the buſineſs of motion in 
your days ? we hold it all now to be wio- 
lent, IT hear your old duil friend Ariſtotle 
Arown'd himſelf, becauſe he could not under 
Stand the flux and reflux of the Sea; 
if he were now alive , and good for any 
thing , we could ſave his life. T can pre- 
fently demonFtrate to you how it is to be 
done, if you will but lend me pen and 
ink, aud ſuppoſe but the motion of the 
earth, and two or three more things that 
{ (hall tell you. Yes, bur for all that , 
this youth of ſo much worth , ingenuity , 
znquifitrveneſs and demon$tration » may 
be very 72zorant , and be very much a 
Coxcomb , and have {o little grounds to 
contemn {o worthy a perſon , that if the 
Gentleman pleaſe to carry him into his 
Fudy, and ſhew him his Plato , Plu- 
tarch,and ſome other of his Greek Authors, 
the poor thing perhaps may find as much 
reaſon to hang himſelf, as ArzFfotle did 
for diſpoſing himiclf otherwiſe ; for he 
never {tands to conſider , that there be 
Authors , {uch as Euclid, Tully, Plu- 

tarch 
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tarch , and many others that have beet 
for many Gererations of conſtant fame, 
and are likely fo to continue, when as we 
find that curiouſly laid Hypotheſes have 
cheir periods , and their credit much de- 
penas upon the 2amorr of rhe world ; and 
a Conntry Divine that is well s$killd in 
choſe Books ( together with iuch as 
peculiarly beiong to his Profeſion) may 
deſerve very good reſpect , 'and be of 

great ule to the World ; although he has 
not the convenience of every Phlofophical 
Newsbo»k , nor can call every {pot in the 
Mou by it's proper name, nor has 2 
Letter {cnt him of every ew Star that 
peeps into the world. Bur to procced , 
Sir, upon Sunday the ſearching young 
Philoſopher vouchſatcs to. go to Church; 
the Gent/emau preaches concerning the 
Reſurreition , and having ſhewn what 
method his 7ext directs him'to obſervye , 
he teaches his people according to the Scrip= 
tures that Chriſt did certainly riſe from the 
dead , and that the ſame power is able to 
raiſe us alſo ; aud (although we ſhall have 
been long dead) to call tog8rher all the 
ſcatter d parts of our bodies , and to make 
of theſe glorified bodies. Very dui! , ſays 
the young deſpiſer ; upon my wort and 
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haps to a grave, ſober and judicious 
Dzvzne , the Univerfit) y 15 Frangely als 
tered ſince you were there; we are grown 
ffrangely inquiſitive and ingenious. T pray 
Sir , how went the buſineſs of motion in 
your days ? we hold it all now to be wio- 
lent. I hear your old dull friend Ariſtotle 
Arown'd himſelf, becauſe he could not under 
Stand the flux and reflux of the Sea ; 
if he were now alive , and good for any 
thing , we could ſave his life. T can pre- 
fently demonftrate to you how it is to be 
done, if you will but lend me pen and 
znk, aud ſuppoſe but the motion of the 
earth, and two or three more things that 
{ (hall tell you. Yes, bur for all thar , 
rhis youth of ſo much worth , ingenuity , 
znquifitiveneſs and demonfiration , may 
be very 72zorant , and be very much a 
Coxcomb , and have lo little grounds to 
contemn fo worthy a perſon , that if the 
Gentleman pleaſe to carry him into his 
Ffudy, and ſhew him his Plato , Plu- 
tarch,and ſome other of his Greek Authors, 
the poor thing perhaps may find as much 
reaſon to hang himſelt, as Ariftorle did 
for diſpoſing himſelf otherwiſe; for he 
never {ſtands to conſider , that there be 
Authors , fuch as Euclid, Tully, Plu- 

tarch 
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tarch , and many others that have beeti 
for many Gererations of conſtant fame, 
and are likely {o to continue, when as we 
find that curiouſly laid Hypotheſes have 
their periods , and their credit much de- 
penas upon the ,amorr of rhe world ; and 
a Conntry Divine that is well skill d in 
choſe Books ( together with iuch as 
peculiarly beiong to his Profeſſion) may , 
deſerve very good reſpect , and be of 

great uſe to the World ; although he has 
not the convenience of every Phzloſophical 
Newsbo»k , nor can call every ſpot in the 
Myou by . it's proper name, nor has 2 
Letter ſent him of every »ew Star that 
peeps into the world. Bur to procced , 
Sir, upon Sunday the ſearching young 
Philoſopher vouchſatcs to go to Church; 
the Gext/eman preaches concerning the 
Reſurreition , and having ſhewn what 
method his 7ext directs him to obſerye , 
he teaches his people according to the Scrips 
tures that Chriſt did certainly riſe from the 
dead , and that the ſame power is able to 
raiſe us alſo ; aud (althouzh we ſhall have 
been long dead) to call tog8cher all the 
ſcatter d parts of our bodies , aud to make 
of theſe glorified bodies. Very du , ſays 
the young deſpiſer ; upon my wort and 
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know/edge very dull: What a good Text 
was here ſpoil'd , to divide it into this aud 
that , and I know not what , when as it 
would have gone ſo eafily into corpus and 
inanc , or zuto the three Cartefian ele- 
ments ? Beſides , like an old dull Philo- 
ſopher , he quite forgat to ſuppoſe the mot jon 
of the Vortexes, upon which the grand 
buſteſs of the Hypotheſis of the Reſurre- 
ction altogether depends. But this tis to 
truſt people with Texts , that cannot tell 
what to do with them. Flow many brave 
opportunities did the MinifFer loſe of 
bringing 7u materia {ubtilis, aud materia 
ſecund1 elementi ? If 7 had been 7n his place, 
F could have done it at leaſt einbt times : 
and then he muſt go and droniſhly tell as , 
that the ſcattered parts of people that had 
been long buried and waſted, ſhould upon 
the found of the Trumpet be all ſummon'd to- 
gether , &c. and never think to tell us, 
that the body which had been long abſorpt in 
fix foot of earth , ſhould break open the 
cortex of the grave; and freeing it ſelf 
from the maculating dirt , the flat , the 
ſquare , and the round particles ſhould be 
all aſſociated; and combining themſelves into 
a celeftial and well concofted maſs , ſhould 
become a ſhining and fix'd Star of glory. 

After 
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After this, Sir , he returns triumphantly 
to the Colledge , nor only very full of 
the vanquiihment of the Minifter of the 
Town , but alſo throughly confirm'd in 
what he has ſo. often heard , that all 
Countrey-Parſons , bethey who they will, 
are the fZranzeſt and moſt mean. things 
that belong to the earth. Burt why ſo 
faſt dear child ? Is it impoſſible thar the 
word Parſon, eſpecially if you put Coun- 
try beforc it , thould admit of any mild- 
er ſignification + And is it neceſſary that 
every man , though of very good worth 
and knowledge , if once he be ferled out 
of the noiſe of the Bells, and docs not 
every day fee the Schools, ſhould pre- 
{ently grow deaf and ind, loſe all his 
memory and parts, and general igrorance 
ſhould ſuddenly ſurprize him, fo ſoon as 
he moves his name off the 7ables 2 Per- 
haps it is bur a report; and I do not 
apprehend but a Gentleman may under- 
ſtand as well at Barnet , as at his Lodg- 
ings in Lincolus-Tnn-fields ; neither does 
he find ariy ſuch preſent decay and waſt- 
ing of parts, ſo ſoon as his Coach 
gers off the foxes, nor ſuch great im- 
provements of himſelf, when he 1s coming 


down FZighgate-hill. 
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The next de/piſer of the Clergy is the 
imail /ngenioſo or Fxperimenteer ; who 
having perhaps /lows a gtfs, feena Paper- 
mill , or a Bell run; that knows within 
two houſes where the beſt Chymift in 
Town dwells; and dined once where 
one of the Royal Scciety ſhould have been ; 
and looked another time into the door at 
Greſham , when the Company was litting : 
He comes down with a receit of a mi- 
raculous ſort: of Ginger-bread , with a 
little pot of double refined Fejrmy , and 
a box full of Specifick prefum'd Lozenges, 
and a little /icens'd efſence of Orange, 
and he calls the Mizi/ter and the chief of 
the Pariſh together, and he falls to his 7- 
gentous tricks and operations , and freezes 
a diſh to the ſtool by the fire fide ; lets up 
half a dozen Tobacco-pipes, and then 
makes them fall into a Hathematical aſto- 
aiſhing figure : Aﬀter this he deſires to 
withdraw , and puts C/aret and Beer to- 
cther , and brings them out mx ; 
and then he calis for a glaſs of water , 
and with ſome few words ; and a wet fiu- 
ger , makes the glaſs firſt to fre? and 
complain, and then the liquor to /;art/e 
and foam ; and they mult be ail #x'4 and 


wonder , and he alone muſt ſe, as if 
he 


Cons 1 

he underſtood the reaſon. And fo he rides 
up and down the Coruntry, and cvery 
Town he comes at with a May-pzo/e, he 
wonders what the Ari/toteleay Per ſon 
and the People mean, that they do not 
preſently cur it down , and {et up ſuch 
a one as 1s at Greſham Colledge , or 
S. Fames's Park ; and to what purpoſe 
1s it to preach to pero'le, and go about 
to ſave them , without a 7elſeſcope , and 
a alaſs for Fleas. And for all this , per- 
haps this great wnlervaluer of rhe Clergy, 
and admircr of his own ingenuity, can 
{ſcarce rel] the difference between aqua 
fortis and aqua vitz , or berween a pp- 
kin, anda crvcible , or a furnace , and 
a cloſe-ſtool, And beſides, he forgets 
to call to mind how many honourable 
and worthy Clergy-men are now members 
of that Soczety ( of which he knows no 
more , than meerly to prattle ) who 
have given {o many and {ſo large Teſti- 
monies of their /*genuity, as do plainly 
ſhew, that one that is in Canonical black, 
may look through as /ong a 2/afs, and ſee 
as far into a Mi/l-ſtone, as he that wears 

a light Drugget : And it muſt not be dc- 
als that a great part of what has been 


as yet, or is likely to be ditcovercd a- 
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mongſt them , muſt be attribured to 
thc diligence and quick ſightedneſs of 
Eceleha8tical perſons , as well as others. 
| know there be a great many, who fore- 
iecing that it is much caiicr to under- 
vaiuce and abuſe knowledge , than at- 
rain to 1t ; if they can bur contrive a 
clearer Tale, and charge it upon that 
Royal , Honouralle and Learned Company, 
they reckon themſelves preſently much 
more ingctious than they that ſhould 
happen to find out the Longitude , or a 
perpetual motion ; bur let them caſt up 
their 57er/es , and perhaps they may find 
that the anordain'd part of that Society 
may have rid upon as many pacing ſacd- 
Hes, have weighd as many pikes , and 
are as ready to fave the charge of jnufjers, 
as thoſe that arc in Orders. 

Burt {till , Sir , there be more conrem- 
1:45 behind ; for after theſe follows rhe 

0218 Gentleman , newly centred into the 
Meds, and ſinall accompliſhments of the 
Town; who admiring himſclf in his 
Mernimg-goun , till abour cleven of the . 
clock, then it is time to think of {ſetting 


| the Mu - and if he chance to find out a 


new #0! for faſtning it, thar day is very 
?ngeniovfly fpent ; Then he walks three 
or 
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or four turns in his chamber, to make 
himſelf conſiderable ; and looking in the 
glaſs, and finding it {o to be ( having 
turnd down a new place onward in 
Littleton ) he ſtretches forth } and in 
approbation of his own wroth , zralces 
himſelf down the ſtairs : Then at the 
gate , it is to be conſidered , where he 
ſhall eat ; after that, which of the ZZexſes 
he ſhall go to, and if he brings home 
a little of the Prologue, and learns but rwo 
or three of the Players names, his me- 
mory in the evening ſhall be commended, 
and his improvements acknowledgz'd. And 
as for this Gentleman, he having no- 
thing ( poor heart ) to ſay againſt the 
Clergy-man, he combs his Peruke at him; 
and ( though the weather be temperate ) 
he wa/ks the room, and ſweats very much 
againſt him; and by way of ofje(ion, 
now and then propounds three or four 
ſteps of a Corant.; and if he be {o far 
entred into prophane, as to tell him, thar 
he has brought him a new Pſa/m from 
T.oudon , and then gives him in writing 
2 baudy Song ; he needs not be witty 
again all the time that he ſtays in the 
Countrey. 


L 4 But 


FI 


- 
_ ES n. ———_ FI I Ts 
© I I as x "4 ” L ' " —_ CO" x 
4c 2 2-4 .- hs Ate 4 — WS. 
=” 4 >> O—_—_— — 2 ns ra mn 
Bradt, or Arr nome trmnen 5.2 : 
' 


- 
_—_— 


+ ena EY 


=_ » L 
*, 
— ———_—— — — 
. ., _ 
: « - 


-"ho* 


; j 
£] 
g ' 


$ 

FY 

' k 
we 
fk 
. 


"> 


a - 
kanye © er t— 3; 


gE—_— 


nts 
ne hm 
LO 

= 


ES 


_— T = #2 
DOE 


—_—_ TS Ss - 
Act ra Eee , 
A + : 


TY IO 


>” ma Ir vr 


_ = 
5 


== on : : 
AGE EAT Ear 
4 . 


_—— — 


” 
OE PAL 
hcl 
# - 
_ - 


FIX ST tt + 2s * -— " 
> ISO IS bone ad Set 


—— <__ £ - 
——F= £E 


_- Co 
ALS SF 7 


Ana fe SD 


uk 4 
_ 


WALLIN Ons, 


= Pons _ _— 
<2: tf 2-2 p = 


: 5 pes Sl 


a+ 7 -— 
ne * 


L156 ] 

But the great deſtroyers, Sir, arc ſtill 

to come ; for nexr appears the moadiſh , 

grave , and well conſiriering Gentleman , 

that often cails himſelf ro an account , 

and alv2VsS fnnds himicit {nil Weg ot and 

meaſure, but all rhe C'/ergy to be very /ight 

and conremptihie for leveral realons. And 

in the firft place, he obſerves , that Di- 

Vines are a {ort of people that mind only 
the zucon/tderable things of this world ; 
they never take notic: how this D#kes or 
that Lords livery differ from anorhcr ; 
and they will idly ſuffer many a Noe#/e 
mars Coach to paſs by, and never conſt- 
cier the thing that is behind , or whether 
they be Zorſes or Mares, Engliſh or Flan- 
ders, Which of them can tell the private 
pal/age out of Covent-garden , into ——= 
Without asking at the Barbers /hop? or 
Where the ſeveral Fmbaſſadors lodge ; 
where they dined yeſterday , and where 


they ſhall dine to morrow 2 And then for . 


the humour of the 7ows, alas |! Sir, 
there is not one Divin? of forty , that 
does or ever can underſtand any thing of 
it, How hard a matter is it to judge , 
whether it be beſt to dine at Speerings, or 
co ſlide in afterwards ; and what time of 
year and whether is moſt proper for the 

out= 


- x A hd 
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eufward room, and what for the zyward > 
How much practical Rberorick is requi- 
ſire ro make a Coachman fully believe , 
that he ſhall have a couple of ſhillings, 
and at the {ame time, reſolve to let down 
the boot, and with a {teady mind walk 
{oftly out to a Coffee-houſe, a little before 
you come at your Lodzings ? Again, 
what accuracy of palate and breeding is 
neceflary to have a clear apprehenſion of 
a mizhty and lofty diſh; and to do reve- 
rence anc {tridt juſtice to a glaſs of Fl:- 
reuce, Champagne, Frontiniack, Burdeaux , 
Lantweaoc, Flaſcon de vin, via de Bour- 
gonge, vin de Prejjorage , vin Pare, win 
de Parole and Tafalette ; and to begin 
{mall Princes with a Loach, and to end 
the Emperours With a meats tongue ? Be 
not deceiv'd, Sir, it is not Logzck , Me- 
taphyficks , Fathers and Councils, and ali 
the reſt that ever can expe to know or 
do theſe things, or half of them. Beſides, 
if we conſider the great rudeneſles thar 
are oft-tines by Clergy-men committed, 
in barbarous managing of hat , immoral 
picking of zeeth, uncouth and unfaſhion- 
able ſ/neezrnz , clowniſh pronouncing of 
words, that ſhould have becn gracefully 
liſp'd, and rude and flat ſetting both feet 

upon 
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upon the ground, when one ſhould have 
ſtood in z7ttering readinels upon the toe 
for a conge ; When we conſider , I fay, 
theſe and five and fifry thouſand things 
more, we mult plainly conclude, that it 
is only for great headpieces, men of 
birth and education, of prudence, and a 
mighty reach, to pretend to honour and 
reputation ; not for poor unobſerving 
Book-men that go in Hack. Then, to all 
this muſt be added, the vaſt skill that is 
required to the tendring a vi/tt, with ap- 
proved and modiſh accuracy, that it be 
done punctually at the critical minute, 
neither before nor after ; that the ſervant 
that comes to the door, be duly ipoken 
to, according to the Rule provided in 
that great affair ; that the Goloſhoes be 
left in their true and proper place, that 
the Fooz-boy be expert in obſerving his 
rutor'd diſtance, that he gives allowance 
for Summer and Winter ; and that he 
never ſtands cxatly behind, but bearing 
a reſpe&ful poznt or ſo, North or South of 
his MafZer. Then having got over all rhcſe 
difficulties, and made a ſuitable addreſs, 
rhere is further to be weighed, whether 
the vi/tt is to be a ſilent viſit, ora ſpeaking 
one ;andif any thing is to be  __ 

the 
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the w/irer is rſt to open, or to expect ill 
diſcourſe be offered; and when, and in 
what order the health of rhe famzly is ts 
be inquir'd into. Lack a day! ſays one 
of the accompliſh'd, in what a lamenta- 
ble condition I have ſeen a mortal Clergy- 
an, When he has ask'd for a Sonu or 2 
Daughter that has been dead a Month ; 
whereas he ſhould have felt our all thoſe 
things by degrees, and never have run 
himſelf into the danger of a ſtumbling 
excuſe , for not knowing of it before ; 
how will his pu/zag Conſcience be put to it, 
to rap out preſently half a dozen ſwingers 
to get of cleaverly ? Bur ſtill, Sir, there 
be many things behind ; It is no ſuch 
eaſic matter upon my word, to judge 
how much of the hazdkerchzef ſhall hang 
out of the coat pocket , and how to 
poyle it exactly with the TZortoiſe-ſhel- 
comb on the other ſide; and if there be 
Peruke to be order d, wherc is the man 
of rhe Church that can tell when it is to 
be done to O/d Simon the King, and 
when , Afther the pangs of a deſperate 
Lover 2 Heavens and Stars ! It 1s fuch a 
task to be conſiderable, and of any mo- 
ment in the V0r/d, that it would almoſt 
crack the brains of the moſt ſteady Cler- 
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gy-mn, but to hear repeated all the ac- 
compliſhments that arc required, to make 
up a may of worth. But then ſuppoſe a 
D7vine of &«traordinary parts and quick- 
nels, and that has got, I know not 
whence, {o much of our m94i/þ blood in 
his veins, as to apprehend, in ſome low 
degree, what makes men for ever Ble{- 
fed, and ſhould arrive ro ſome ſer forms 
of being acceptable ; how will they 
make ſhift for Speeches and Complements, 
Paſſes and Repaſſes, Parties and Repar- 
zies 2 Put the caſe, Sir, that a fair Lady 
or perſon of honour by ſome chance or 
other , drops a glove or handkerchief : 
Where is now, fay they, your man in 
Orders, that can preſently ſnatch it up in 
an extaſre, deliver it with Zonne grace, 
and inſtantly {ay ſomething ſuitable to 
{o great and ſudden occaſion ? Nay , 
furthermore , ſuppoſe we ſhould pive 
them {ome of the grounds and elements of 
our being immortal, and lay down þc- 
fore them {ome of thoſe incſtimable prix- 
ciples, by which we become exccilent 
and admirable in the eyes of men, wo- 
men and children, and ſhould diſcover to 
them ſome of our ſeveral vows to God, 


Madam, as / am a ſinner, Madam ; as 7 
hope 


t x68 | 
koge for Mercy, Madam ; as I beg your 
pardou, Madam: As allo tome of our 
raptures and heights, as J ain a finner be- 
fore God and your Ladiſhip; as I hope to 
find mercy in Heaven, and in your Lad!:- 
ſhips breaſt ; as 1 defire to commit my ſelf 
to God and your Ladiſhips diſpoſal; as IT 
defire to obſerve ouly Molcs's, aud your 
Ladifhips Commands. Nay, to all this 
ſhould we throw in ſome of our gentle 
and very helpful words; as , iatrigue , 
harangue , obligation , devotion , altars , 
ſhrines , ſacrifices , guſtos , flambos, con- 
traſtos, and Orlandos, Ferdinandos : I ay, 
ſuppoſe a rendecr- hearted Gallant, ha- 
ving a little pity and compaſiion for the 
low condition and ſtyle of the Clergy, 
jhould unboſom and reveal himſelf after 
this free and opeca manner ; yer ſtill þ/ack 
is //ack : for there 1s ſo much of native 
geatility 1n the juſt uſe and nicking of 
chete things, and ſo much of myſtery in 
the right humoaring of a faſhionable word, 
rhar there is but very {mall hopes that any 
Clerz y-man.ſhould be ever happy or valu- 
able in rhis life, Bur {t4}l, Sir, we for- 
get the great buſineſs of minkind, the 
writing of Letters : Where is the Divine 
That can cio it, either ro Hifrefs or Fi: ic, 
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4s 2 man that knows the World, the hu- 
»1our of the Town, and that has /zved up- 
on, eat and read men ? And ſuppoſe we 
ſhould beſtow upon a poor low thinking 
Black-coat, one of our beſt forms, {uch as 
follows ; it is five to one he would com- 
mitſome Eccle/raſtical blunder or other, in 
{erting his name too near, or inthe fold7ng 
or making it up. 


Moſt 
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Moſt bright and tranſcendental Madam, 

Preſume by the interceſſion 
of this courſe and erroneous 
Paper , to arrive at your fair 
and infallible Fingers ; and to 
pay the utmoſt tribute of my 
Devotion at the high Altar 
of your perfettions. The great 
concern, Madam, of my life 
now, 1s only to ſacriticc the pcor 
remain of it, to your intrigues, 
and to make all my Intereits 
and Inclinations to be ob- 
ſervant of your Commands, 
and to do. homage at the 
ſhrine of your Vertues, Nay, 
Madam, I am in ſome curio- 
ſity, whether I be above, or on 
this 
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45S 2 man that knows the World, the hu- 
»1our of the Town, and that has /zved up- 
on, eat and read men > And ſuppoſe we 
ſhould beſtow upon a poor low thinking 
Black-coat, one of our belt forms, ſuch as 
þ follows ; it is five to one he would com- 
y mitſome Eccle/raſtical blunder or other, in 
{etting his name too near, or inthe fo/d7ng 
or making tt up. 
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Moſt bright and tranſcendental Madam, 

Preſume by the interceſſion 
of this courſe and erroneous 
Paper , to arrroe at your fair 
and infallible Fingers ; and to 
pay the utmoſt tribute of my 
Devotion at the high Altar 
of your perfettions. The great 
concern, Madam, of my hfe 
now, ts only to ſacritice the poor 
remain of :t,to your intrigues, 
and to make all my Intereits 
and Inclinations to be ob- 
ſervant of your Commands, 
and to do. homage at the 
ſhrine of your Vertues, Nay, 
Madam, T am in fome curio- 
lity, whether I be above, Or 0th 
this 
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this fide the Heavens Canopy; 
for no ſooner was I beam'd 
upon by yeur ſhining Ladiship, 
but 1 ſeemed preſently to be 
altogether taken up. The 
delicacies of the Palate are to 
me grown all infipid ; and 
it 15 the contemplation, Ma- 
dam , of your glories alone , 
in which T can find any ſatis- 
{ymg guſto. In fine, Madam, 
were there not h:pes of ſeems 
once more your Angelical {clt, 
and recetumgs ſome benediction 
from the flambo's of your 
Eyes, I could preſently re«ſofve 
12 commence blindneſs ; and 
were it not for the Oriental 
| PCr- 


| [ r65 | 
perfumes tht come from your 
Breath, it ſhould not be long 
before I ſhould put a period 
to my own. Should I, Madam, 
20 about to make an Harangue 
anſwerable to all thoſe Jewels 
that lye from your Eye-lids 
to your Fingers-end; it muſt 
be as lofty as Tenarifte , and 
as long as the Fquinoctial 
Line : And Fi inſtead 
of that, I have nothing elſe but 
t9 proſtrate at your feet the 


everlaſting diſpoſal of 


MADAM, 
The moſt devoted of all your Vaſſels, 


and the meaneſt of your Foot-St001«. 


M Alas! 
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Alas | alas! a Clergy-mau muſt not 
cxpect to write thus ; his Blood is {o 
low and creeping, that it can never 
be inflam'd ro this pitch of paſſion and 
expreſſion, with all rhe /ovelineſſes in the 
World. Now, Sir, would it not vex 
any Creature upon Earth, to fee zrifles 
and Feathers , knots of Ribbon, Cringes , 
wifhts and devoirs, a few faſhionable 
Words and Phraſes, and a form or two 
of a phantaFtick Letter, and a very little 
beſides, to undervalue charity and pzety, 
real worth, and ſub5?antial knowledge, on- 
ly becauſe it is in back, and the name of 
it 1S a Divme? 

I have nothing more, Sir, to {ay to 
theſe Peop/e, only it would be a de- 
ligntful thing if any of then: upon what ! 
now ſaid, thould miſtake me as through- 
ly as the Anſwerer aid about Greet and 
Latin, Prefaces and Diviſrons, Patrons 
and Chaplains ; and preiently cry our, 
chat I am againſt all Meat and Dk, 
«/ts's and flambo's, altars and ſacrifeces, 
f':thers and garters, perukes and go- 
{n/pags, Fad and heels, body and ſoul of 
':. Laity : For I ſuppoſe, notwith- 
--.ading any thing that I have faid , 
« .-.4N may put on a New Sat? twice 

A 
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2 week, eat and drink of the beſt he 
can procure, have all his faſhionable drefe 
ſings, and modiſh atteridants ; and yer be 
modeſt and diſcreet, and not think it 
any vaſt break and elegance, to 7ofs his 
heal at a Clergy-man , becaule his 77.4 
may be ſhorter ; nor to delpiſe him to 
dirt, becauſe he is conſtantly oblig'd to 
the ſame Canonical Habit. 

Bur this laſt, Sir, that I was juſt be- 
fore ſpeaking of, is but a wow fo God, 
Man, a great looker over his Shoulder ; 
a filent and moderate deſp;ſer of all 
Feelefraftical Perſons ; that only profeſſes 
by his troth, and as he 1s a Gentleman and 
a Sinner, that there 1s nothing in nature 
to be found ſo altogether ignorant of 
Human Affairs, and ſo empty and in- 
conſiderable as a Clergy-man ; For after 
him comes the 7earer and Confounder 
of all that belongs ro Divinity ; that 
rroubles not himſelf to rcafon out the 

oint , whether a Perſon in orders, may 
not poſſibly underſtand as much, ſpeak 
and write as well, and do as much 
Service in a Nation as others ; but to 
make it all ſure and ſhort, {wears it 
Home , that they are all of them a 
Company of mean and undiſcerning 

M 2 People. 
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People. Now, Sir, what great Judges 
theſe arc, and by what meaſures they 
procced ; and how likely they are to 
be very ſevere Difccrners of what 1s 
worthy, and what is not, may be cafi- 
iy ſeea by rhote deadly witty Arts 
they make ule of to difparage that 
#Toly Profeſſion ; and by which allo they 
would raiſe themſelves the reputation 
of Men of Parts and Wit: And the 
firſt thing wherein they are ſo ſevere 
j and faryrical, is upon their Names and 
Habits. And you may ſoon ſee, Sir, 
WI | the portion of Wit that is amongſt ſome 
mT of them, and the ſ{mallneſs of their 
; ObjeFions ; whea to ſay, There goes a 
4 a Black-coat , ſhall be reckond a very 
8: good and tpecial fancy ; or to ſay, Here's 
| . to you Parſon; or, Good morrow Par- 
fon ; if the word Parſon be humoarſomely 
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© and /[urring/y pronounced , (as ſome of 
hk them can Uo it ) if well conſidered , 
25S a very notable abuſc. And Tle war- 
' i rant you, that arch Blade that lookd 
|. $80 . As. 5 
{| upon a Married Miniffer, and askd 
| hum how Mrs, Parſoz did, thought him- 
' 1 {2!f in littic icts tian a rapture ; and it 
"oh was well, if he ci4 not go preſently 
| 4 Lu Bed, and take a doſe of DIE. 
f ut 
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Bur if a Carne: chance to meet an 
Old Teffament Wit; and that he (ets 
into his Tricks and 1 Yrollinzs ; then he 
muſt expect to be called Zevite : And 
chat you may not think his' Fancy to 
be ftinted, fometimes he calls him 
Tribe, ſometimes Leviticus, and for vya- 
riety ſake, at other times Numbers. | 
need not, Sir, go abour to commend 
theſe, they having been ſo often appro- 
ved. Bur of all the Wags, and Sly 
ones , that thus play upon a Clergy- 
man ; he ccrtainly is moſt dreaded, that 
calls him Do#tor ; Which if ir be ſþo- 
ken with the utmoſt keenneſs of in- 
rention, Which that word may admit 
of , it goes the deepeſt into the Bones, 
of any thing that can be ſaid. I can- 
not forget ( before Shaſhes and broad 
Hats came into faſhion) how muc#i: # 
have ſeen a ſmall Pury Wit, delight 
in himſelf, and how horribly he has 
thought to have abuſed a Drvine, only 
in twiſting the ends of his Girdle, and 
asking him the price of his Brimmer : 

bur that Phancy 1s not altogether ſo con- 
{1derable now , as it has becn in former 
Ages. 


M 3 Another 
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Another witty way they have of un- 
dervaluing this Prefeſſron 18, that they 
will not go to Church: As if a Man of 
2a very ordinary reach and phanſic, mighr 
not ſtay ar Home ; or it they do go. 
they'll ſpend their time in Talking and 
Laughing , when there is no occaſion 
at all for ir, nor reaſon to do it : For 
as I was concern'd in my former, (and 
alſo in ſome part of #1) that there 
ſhould be ſuch Diſcourſes utter'd by 
'ome, as might tempt Pcople to abuſc 
and flight the Preacher ; ſo am I as 
much concern'd now , that there ſhould 
be ſuch idle, foppiſh , and extraxagant 
People, that ſhould undervalue the 
whole Profeſſion of the Clergy at a ven- 
cure ; from the higheſt to the meaneſt ; 
{et their Carriage and Bchaviour be in 
all Circumſtances grave and unblame- 
able; and ler their Sermons be as ſe- 
rious, Judicious, Learned and Profitable, 
as Pen can write ; for although it he 
ro no purpoſe to deny , that by rcafon 
of the unhappy Education of ſome, the 
0% condition of others, and the wij- 
{il Miſcarriages of a third fort, many 
of our Clergy are often flighted and dit- 
reparded, yer on rhe other ſide, it 1s & 
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ſign of nothing but perfect Madneſs, Ig- 
norance and Stupidity , not to acknov;- 
ledge that the preſent Church of England 
affords as conſiderable Scholars, and as 
ſolid and eloquent Preachers, as are any 
where to be found in the whole Chri/ti a, 
World. And if theſe People would but 
a lictle examin themſelves, and not 
count every Oath, Curſe, abuſe of Scrip- 
ture, and the like, for Wit, Humour, 
Judgement, and every thing ; they 
would find themſelves not {o wonder- 
fully overſtock'd with Ingenuity and 
Knowledge, as uttcrly to deſpair of re- 
ceiving from the Px/pit any uſeſul Ad- 
vice and Information. *And I have oft- 
times much wonder'd, that {uch as make 
{o great Pretcnces to Wit and Accom- 
pliſhments, ſhould pitch upon (© cafic a 
Mcthod of being admird, and valuable 
in this World ; when as they ſee, chat 
the grounds upon which they endeavour 
to be ſo famous and illuſtrious, are fo 
preſently apprehended , that the low- 
born Coach-Men, Carmen and Porters, arc 
come to as great Perfection, as the lot- 
tieſt of theſe, Speakers. That certainly 
was a pretty attentive Chi/4, who, as 
he was lighting himſelf Home upon a 
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{ 172 ] 
Saturday night (after his Work was o- 
ver) was heard to ſay over, and ſort 
all the Oaths and Curſes that he had 
learn'd in the whole Vecek, from his in- 
genious and cloquent Maffers. And I 
cannot but approve of the Modeſty of 
that ToungFter, who bcing highly pleas'd 
with thar excellent Phanſic, viz. Sox of 
a Whore, and not happening conveniently 
of 7afpſ/ter or Prawer to ſpend himſcif firſt 
upon, was forc'd to break his Mind to 
an OyFZer-woman ; and fo being once cn- 
rerd, the Touth ioon improved ; for af- 
tcrwards, if the C:d/e burnt not clear, 
or the Pzpe had a crack in it, or his /7orſe 
fumbled, or Dog or Bitch lay in his way, 
they were all Sons of Whores. Nay, if 
a Trial in WeS?miafter-77all goes not 
right, the very caſc it ſelf is a Son of a 
Whore Caſe ; and that Purge that gripes, 
or gives a Stool more than ordinary, 1s 
a Son fof a Where Purge. 1 know Sir, 
that theſe Hufſing Deſpiſers of all Black- 
Ceats, think they urge very hard for the 
neceſſity of their thundring and terrify- 
ing Style ; by ſaying, that the degenerate 


part of the World, were it nor for that, 


would grow ſaucy and unmanagecable : 
and the unworthy, and mean-ſpirited 
Creepers, 
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Creepers, would make no viflerence be- 
tween themſelves, and the brave and bold 
Commanders of the Age. Curſe (tay they; 
the Groom or Oftler thrce or four times 
luſtily , juſt before you go to Bed, ang 
your orſe will very near caſt his Coat, 
and begin to ſhine by the Morning ; and 
give a Drawer haif a Dozen Granadoes 
as he gocs down the Stairs ; and if he 
be ſo irreligious, as to bring up any 
rhing but true 7erſe, you will for certain 
ſhortly hear, that ke has murdered his 
Mafter, and hang'd himſclf with his own 
Garters. In ſhort, Sir, were not People 
quickn'd ro Duty and Oblcrvance, by 
{uch brisk and remarkable Expreſſions , 
the World muſt ſuddenly en and the 
very Gentry of the Nation wouid be as 
much neglefed and diſobeyed, as we 
find the modeſt and cowardly Clergy now 
to be. Indeed, it is great pity, bur thar 
Gentle-folks ſhould be duly revcrenc'd , 
and attended upon. But, I was think- 
ing, Sir, ({uppoſing Swearing and Curſing 
be ſo very neceſlary to the flanding C5- 
vernmentand Welfare of a Nation) that a 
{mall 7»/frament (about the ſtature of P#- 
ginello) might poſſibly be fo contriv ( 
with Iwo Rows of Syzps, one for 
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( 174 ] 
Swearing , and another for Cur/ing, that 
might upon all Occaſions expreſs it ſelf 
with as much Diſcretion, Propriety and 
Elegance, as the very Owner of the little 
zoo] ſhould be able ro do himſelf, Bur 
then indeed, Sir, as to the extemporary 
and occaſional Wir, thar is oft-times 
thewn in abuſing the Zoly Scriptures ; 
that muſt never be attempted by ſuch a 
Gentleman of Wainſcot ; but mult be pcr- 
formed by Human Mouth it (elf ; for 
there is ſo much of ſuddenneſs of ap- 
prehenſron , and experimental skill in the 
application of Scripzzre, that is requiſite 
co that buſineſs ; that to go about to per- 
form it by Holes, Springs, or Wires, 
would be much more difficult and char- 
gable, than Paradiſe, or Sauds's Water- 
works. For {uppole, Sir , a Gentleman 
going to Dinner to Houſe, and walk- 
ing through the Narrow A/ey , miſtakes 
nis way ; then Sir , what Eng7ze upon 
the ſudden, of Wood, or Paſtboard, (but 
Gentleman himſelf ) could preſently ſay , 
Strait 1s the Gate, and narrow is the way , 
aud few there be that find if, Do you 
{ee, Sir, how hard it is 2 There is not 
tuci; a place again for that occaſion, and 
*2r that very particular Alicy in all the 
Bible. 


GY 
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Bible. Well, Sir, he proccets® 2nd come 
ing at Jaſt to the great // i. tnocks 
at the Gate, and the Porte: 14 ht juſt 
at hand, then comes out it: | the /fal- 
miſt, Lift up your He: ids, (1105708, and 
be ye lift up, ye everla:i:+ i915, Gabe 
Upon which , the Pr Haring ſuch 


great Vit and Divinit at the Gaic, pre- 
tently runs, and opcns ; the Ger. /eman 
centers, and there tics a Servant {weep- 


ing ; then comes very proper!y that of 


the Prophet, concerauig the Beſam of 
DestfruG;iu:; For indeed, What more 
exactly jike the Defſel: weks of Babylon , 
than the {weeping away a little Pirr 
out of a Court-yard ? Aﬀecr £115 he walks 
into rc /Za/, where he happens upon 


the 4. ler, and rwo o Feiis 5 Good Mor- 
row malate fays hc, { for you know, 
Sir, 20h had 2 Butler) where's VOUTL 
Mai*:r , Pilate? {ior vou know allo, 
Sir that our Saviour was carrica into 
Lt.  onmon-tTail,) Where by tne way, 
S:; , you mull pr My that a true Wat 
1s 23 pood 1n the inſide of the 7Zovfe, 


a+. at the Gate. Pimer time draws nigh, 
a: toon after the Victuals appears : 
J' : Gentleman is defired to fit down : 
N- he />rugs, and begs pardon : ha__ 
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read, that the firſt ſhall be laſt, ani the 
Laſt ſhall be firff ; and then he ſhrugs a- 
gain. However, at laſt, Sir, we fall to; 
and amongſt other good things, there 
is ſomewhat that requires uſtard ; up- 
on that he deſires his Neizhbour to re- 
move a little of the Mountain to him ; 
for if ye have Faith like a grain of Mu- 
ſtard-ſeed, ye ſhall remove Mountains. 
By and by, Sir, half a dozen Chickens 
are brought in ; which preſently he 
commends for a Diſh of very fat Fe- 
ruſalems ; becauſe of, O Jeruſalem, FJe- 
rufalem, thou that killesf, &c. though if 
he had plcaſed , he might as well have 
calPd them, a Diſh of Prophets, or a 
Di/h of Would-nots : for you know, Sir, 
Teruſalem, Prophets, Chickens, and would 
z0t, are all in the ſame Yerſe. In ſhort, 
Sir, my Lord Mayor himſelf, cannot pro- 
vide a greater number of Diſhes, than 
this Gentleman ſhall have always in rea- 
dinels Divine Phanſies ; nor lels ingenious 
can he ſhew himſeif to be in his re- 
turn (if there be occaſion) than he was 
in his coming ; for a Child cannot drop 
before him in the Streets, but preſent- 
'Y, Tabitha , ariſe ; be it Boy or Girl : 
nor a Porter eaſe himſelf of his _ 

ur, 
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bur, Come wnto me all ye that are heavy 
laden, &c. nor a Water-bearer be at the 
Conduit , but, Paul may Plaut, and 
Apollos may Water, &c. I know not, Sir, 
how many there be of this ſort of People 
in the World, who have nothing to lay 
againſt a Prieſt, but only to ſwear more 
than ordinary in his- Company , or to 
_ apply a few Scripture-words, with m- 
pudent Nonſenſe. If there be no tuch ar 
all, then what I have now ſaid belongs 
perhaps to thoſe that dwell ar rhe 
Moon. But if there be, 1 would to 
God, that (in the mean time, till the 
come to {ome ſenſe of Religion) they 
would in ſome meaſure conſult their own 
Credit and Keputation ; of which , if 
they be 1o nice and tender, as upon all 
occaſions they pretend to be ; they 
might plainly perceive, that this their 
childiſh way of ſcoffing at God, and 
his immediate Servants, is {o far from 
leading towards IVit or Honour, that it 
is nothing elſe but dry, blunt, infacetious 
Atheiſm. 

And ſecing, Sir, we have been now 
{pcaking of ſome that think themſelves 
the very Princes of the A4ge and Wt, 
@ may not be amiſs tro hint alſo art an- 
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other more modeſt fort of People, who 
arc not for ſuch notorious ſcoffing at 
God, and ſwearing down Towers and 
Steeples; but yet having bur a ſmall 
Opinion of Religzon, and little regard 
to /Zoneſty and Conſcience ; (Wit and FHu- 
mour {crving inſtcad of that) they muſt 
nceds underyalue, and laugh art all ſuch, 
whoic duty and ſerious Employment it 
is, to explain the Scriptures ; and from 
thence to exhort to all Meekneſs, Tem- 
perance, and Righteouſneſs; thoſe, I 
mean , who, if they can bur cheat a 
liccle Boy of his Link and Livelihood ; 
blow out a poor Mans Candle , and 
make him prick his Fingers, beat down 
a Basket full of the biggeſt Apples, or 
pawn a young Gentleman for the reckon- 
ing ; and then call it by the ri2þt name ; 
they are in their own Opinions very 
much wiſer than all the grave and for- 
mal Clergy-men in the Nation ; who are 
commonly fo very dull, as to think, that 
one that is in the prime of his Fancy , 
Invention , Gayneſs, Frolick , and At- 
chicvements, ſhould ſubmit to ſe? Forms, 
and to Fat, Drink. and walk the Streets 


hy (a0. 


Now. 
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Now, Sir, I muſt needs ſay, ſuppoſe 

a very ancient and ſolemn Profeſſor of 
Cobling, be very intent upon the great 
buſineſs of reparation, and all things pro- 
miſing highly well , the 4wl/e glides nim- 
bly through ; the Candle contents, and 
burns very clear ; nothing of fear, cloud, 
or diſappointment appears ; bur he lings 
or thrums at the great likelihood of the 
reſtauration of the Shoe ; 1ſceing nothing 
bur that the Evening may cloſe well, his 
Sleep be undiſturb'd, and his Endeavours 
be crown'd with being paid next Morn- 
ing ; on a ſudden, Sir, ruſhes upon hin 
Darkneſs, Deſpair, and a ſprightfu! Gal- 
lant ; that ſpoils all his /7opes, thatters 
his Zane, and in ſhort, with one putt, 
blows our every bit of his /urning Can- 
dale, and bloſſoming Deſigns. Now, I lay, 
this was very well blown ; for if Co4- 
{ers ſhould not ſometimes be fruſtrated 
in their Plots and Contrivances ; but 
ſhould always ſuccced in their brisk and 
jolly Humour , withour diſturbance or 
Interruption, they might in time come 
to diſreſpedt the great Maſters of Fancy, 
and place too much confidence in thc 
old ſhoe part of the World. But for all 
that this grcat and juſt 4;/1ppoiyter may 
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50 to Church next Sunday ; and give due 
reſpe&t and atrendance to his 1»/truFor, 
notwithſtanding he did {o utterly de. 
feat the Cobler. I alſo deny not, but 
that he that in the Zvening lets in the 
Air at Three or Four Windows, may 
poſſibly keep People from Sleeping roo 
ſecurely, and to preſerve their Zouſes 
from being afterwards Zr2t. But ſup- 
poſe a Divine has a mind to walk right 
on to his Lodgings, and not to make 
{uch Remarks and Obſervations in his 
paſſage ; there is no reaſon that he pre- 
{ently ſhould be counted a ſenſeleſs Sor , 
and others the only Wits and Humouriſts 
of the 4ze. For you know, Sir, if the 
Nighr be very dark, and People be bur 
faſt aſleep ; Windows, commonly lo call'd, 
arc very frail, and frangible things ; 
and they will eafily give way to a cud- 
27, though clown!ſhly, and unhumourſom- 
ly applicd ; as well as if directed by the 
moſt ingenious and frolickſome hand : 
Whereupon I ſay again, as we ought to 
rake ipecial care , that we do not fer 
too low an eſteem upon theſe enter- 
prizes ; {o on the other ſide, not ſo to 
over-yalue them, as to think but that 


our forefathers poſlibly might have at- 
tempted 


[ 19x | 
tempted lomething in this great kind . 
And therefore if the Minisfer in lis Scr- 
mon , give ſober Rules and Advice to 
live peaccably and modeſtly, and to 
make ſatis/aFion for Olftences commit- 
ted ; he may with much more reaſon be 
believ'd, and liſten'd to, than wonder'd, 
or laugh'd at ; for the Je/t is never a whit 
the leſs, though the G/afs be paig for. | 
have alſo ( according as my occaſions 
would permit) taken into ſome confide- 
ration, that great affair of 4pple {þillinr. 
And I am thinking, Sir, if the Baske: 
ſtands a little leaning againſt the a7, 
or ſloping upon a Board, and that the 
Apples be very roand, and the prize 
be very ſudden, and thar the meditating 
Governeſs be vecy old , ſtiff, or lame; I 
do then veriiy beucve that much of the 
lamented Fruit may get into the Acnmet, 
before it can pollibly be recovered. Bur 
{uppoſe ther: be nor fuch great Advan- 
rages to make all things thus eaſily hope- 
ful, and yet that the Contrivazce is ſuch, 
chat the Humour takes, and the Frolick 
{ucceeds;however let us behave our ieclves 
with ſome calmneſs and moderation, and 
not aSif we had killed a Gzanz, or flew 


the Dragon. IT muſt therefore always con- 
N fols. 
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teis, that I did more than a little admire 
ar the {ſmooth and even temper of thar 
Gentleman, who finding a Pail of Wſling- 
toa Milk ſtanding all alone art the Door, 
and pouring it out every Drop into the 
Street , went on as uncomterned abour 
his buſineſs, as if he had done nothing 
bur wath'd his Hands that Day ; where- 
as if {uch a ſpecial opportunity had fal- 
len into ſome other ZZumouriffs Hands, 
who was apt to overplame himſelf upon 
ſuch Emnterprizes; he would have run 
preſently back, to have told ir ar his 
Lodgings ; have counted himſelf as great 
a Wit, as Ben Johnſon, Fletcher, Beau- 
mont ; and have utterly deſpis'd all the 
ſtartch'd humourleſs Black-coats for fix 
Weeks afcer, becauſe of the great adven- 
ture Or tne Milk, 

If I were at leiſure, Sir, I might alſo 
briefly mention another fort of more 
ſhrewd and judicious Deſpiſers : who have 
a very {trange Opinion of Relzgzon , 
Scripture, and the Clergy : But they pro- 
fels it not out of Humour, Frolick, or 
any prejudice ; but that they have look'd 
far back into the Hi/tory of the World, 
obſerv'd the riſe and decay of Kingdoms, 
conſulted the Laws and Jnc/jnations of 

{{tumane 
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Flumane Nature , and have very well 
weigh'd and examin'd the niceſt crown 
Sfances, and poſſibility of things ; and 
hereupon do very much wonder, that 
ſ\uch thinking Crcatures as Men, ſhould 
be ſo long deluded with gears and 
tales ; and the groundleſs Traditions of 
the miffaken and impoſing Prieſts. And 
I need nor, I ſuppoſe, Sir, tell you, thar 
theſe are the Diſciples of Mr. /1obbs. 
And what {tric weighers , and paunttual 
Examiners of things theſe are like to be, 
you may very near guels, by the cafincſs 
of their Conver/ron to his Dettrine and 
Opinions : One he comes, and ſays, he is 
very confident that Mr. Fobbs is a Gen- 
teman, and a great Diſcoverer of Truth ; 
for he hears of ſeycral very accompliſh'd 
and creditable Perſons, that do very much 
admire the old Gentleman, and are cloſc 
adherers to his Principles ; and therefore 
he is reſolv'd to be a five Perſon too ; 
and to be as accompliſhd and creditable 
as they ; and to believe all, ſay all, and 
admire all , rhat they believe, ſay, and 
admire; ſo ſoon as any body would be 
ſo kind as to tell him any one thing 
that Mr. ZZobbs holds; for it he could 


bur get it once by the end, let tum alone 
N 2 tor 
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for the improving and management of it : 
7:07 jr days,” he is altogether as ſure that 
all the World is in a Miſlake except 
Mr. zZebbs ati his Followers ; for tliat he 
was lately at a Meeting, 'where a Friend 
of his aſſerted right down Atheiſm to 
cnc very Teeth of a Clergy-man ; or, that 
if there were any God at all, it muſt bc 
a kind of wooden God, ſuch as Mr. Hobb's 
God : And he knows this Friend of his 
co be fo much a Gert/eman, and of ſo 
much integrity and conſideration , that 
he wouid fcorn to fay any fuch thing, 
if he had not well cxamin'd it, and found 
reaſon ro conciude lo ; and therefore for 
's part, he ſhall take. his Word and 
facgment concerning the butinels of a 
cd, before any methodical Prieft that 
doros upon his 74/7. Yes, ſays a Third, 
Mr. Zobb's Philoſophy 1s cefiainly rhe 
oniy Philoſop5y ; he muſt neeis be a 
bravo Man : | durſt almoſt fivcar , ſays 
52, that what he holds is ablojurely 
tc, let it be about what it will ; or 
clic iuch a one would never have thewn 
is much 7/-breeding , and encouraged {o 
much cr, as to begin bis Health with 
thch Ceromuny and Obſervarce. If it picaſe 
nc fites, the nexT company 1 come _ 
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1{] put it about, Two in a Hand, upon 
my Word, and it ſhallrun, 7o Mr. Hobbs, 
and the utter confutation of all Spirits and 
Spiritual Men ; and fo he is ſufficiently 
centerd, and faſt enough. O, by all 
means, ſays a Fourth, Mr. 14obbs muſt 
needs be in the right : I'll pawn half my 
Eſtate upon it , that he is ; he ſhall dit- 
pute with all the Fcclefi aſticals tor a 
Hundred Pounds of my Money. For 
he perceives now where thc pzzch of the 
buſineſs lics ; for he has + 2r2 him above 
this half Year in his Pocket, Day and 
Ni, and has above Twenty Places of 
Moment turn'd down ; ſome before, and 
ſome after the Candle was our: O, ſays 
he, how ignorant, and acadly cold am I, 
if by chance | leave him at Home; he 
is 4 greac deal more comfortable and. 
warm than 2 Squzrre/ in the Sleeve. But 
if you happen upon one that has worn 
the Philoſsprer lo i 50g, that Two or 
Three ot ::1s Phraſes are got through 


his F:c&:/, wo ac lait have infinuated 
therſels os wie: | is.” :cmper ; he proves 
prelent!y 5 7, .4--ran m all Companics : 
And it he (55; but upon 2 Clergy 
ne 1s 23 £1: 3 ”riaceasever Mr. Hep TH 
gave Powe: '<© Then , come Sir, fays 
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he, Come now for your {-m:terial ſub- 
ſtances ; have you ever a one abour you, 
Sir 2 I hear that you are much acquainted 
with them ; you live by the Sp7r7, Sir ; 
it is a wonder that you ſhould not have 
one in your Pocket : I have got hone? 
material Mr. ITebbs in mine. I could 
ſhew you for a need, Sir, Spirit of Wine, - 
Spirit of Salt, or Spirit of Hartshorn 
bur I have enquired, and never could 
vet, or ſee any Spzrit of Subſtance, Spirit 
of Subſtance | that's fine indeed. Whar, 
Eſſence of Eſſence ? pretty I profeſs. In- 
deed we have had a very curious time of 
it, a company of very ſccing Przejts, and 
ſearching Philoſophers ; that thould go on, 
and teach one another ſuch plain , palpa- 
ble, and manifeſt Contradictions. Ask 
them how ſuch an efiec&t comes to pals; 
it is done, ſay they by an Incorporcal 
Subſtance. Wonderfully acute indeed ! 
that is, by zo body, or by a »0 body body, 
or by a no thing thing. It was very well 
for this Natzon, that Mr. Hobbs was born 
at laſt ; and half a dozen of us, of wil- 
lingneſs and parts, to underſtand him, 
otherwiſe the World had continued in a 
brave blind condition. It is not, Sir, to 


my purpole, at preſent, to meddlce with, 
or 
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or examin their Maſters Principles : But 
I much wonder, {ceing they may be daily 
- convincd how much he has been miſta- 
ken in his Mathematical Attempts, that 
they ſhould take his bare Word , and 
believe him not to be failing in his 0- 
ther Writings ; becaulc he confidently 
lays he proceeds by evident connexion and 
demonſtration, And whereas heretofore 
it was a work of many Years ſtudy and 
{criouſneſs, that could entitle one but ro 
be ſuſpected of 4theiſm; now he that 
has but ſeen Mr. ZZobb's Boots, and can 
make but a Mouſe-trap, is as fully pri- 
wiledg'd as if he could pluck up the Earth 
by the Roots, or make a Man. 


[ believe, Sir, there may be ſeveral o- 
thers thar without any reaſon at all are 
ill affected rowards the Clergy. One 
thinks that whatever Epiſcopacy be, yer 
the Lands thereunto belonging are not 
jare divino ; another is of opinion that 
the Clergy muſt by no means ride; be- 
cauſe they are to go, anal teach all Nations. 
And others there be, who are therefore 
againſt 7ythes, becauſe they think they 
give them. Bur theſe were partly men- 
tion'd in my former ; and it they were 

nor. 


" T0008 | 
not, it is all one; for I can ſay no more 
at preſent, being ſuddently ſent for into 
Devonſhire ; where I expect to find ſuch 
employment, as will certainly ſecure the 
World, from me being ever troubleſome 
in this kind again. I am, once more, 


Str, 


—_— Jour Humble Servant, 


T. B. 


